
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
  
 

 

 

 
 

It was great to see so many students and their parents in attendance to 
discuss their future pathway options.   
 

As a follow up there will be Student/Parent Subject Selection 
Conferences on Monday 6th August for students moving from Year 10 into 
Year 11.  If parents/students were not able to make the Information 
Evening on Tuesday 24th July, I encourage you to make contact with our 
Careers Team as it is vitally important for both students and parents to be 
fully informed when making future subject selections.   
 

School Uniform 
 

It has been a very cold start to the Term but it is important that all 
students are still attending school in full school uniform.  It is great to see 
so many of the students wearing layers to keep themselves warm 
including the Oberon puffer jacket and we encourage this.  However, 
students are not to wear hoodies or other jackets over the top of their 
school uniform.  It is also not our school uniform policy to allow students 
to wear the Oberon High School tracksuit pants, these are allowed to be 
worn in PE classes or when representing the school in sport.  Your 
support with this is most appreciated. 
 
Whole School Professional Development  
 
The next student free day is scheduled for Thursday 9th August.  The 
focus of the staff professional learning on this day is around improving the 
feedback that we provide students to improve their academic capabilities 
and outcomes.  The session will be facilitated by highly regarded 
consultant Glen Pearsall. 
 
State Cross Country 
 

Well done the students that qualified to compete at the State Cross 
Country titles on Thursday 19th July at Bundoora.  To qualify to compete 
at this level is a wonderful achievement and something you should be 
very proud of.  Thank you to Mr Chris Sly who organised the team. 
 
 
Tim McMahon 

 

As this is the first Newsletter for this Term, I welcome everyone back to 
Term 3 and the second half of the year.  I hope that everyone had a 
relaxing mid-year break and has made a great start to Second Semester.   
There have been a number of staffing changes for Term 3 due to some 
staff taking Long Service Leave and Mrs Linda Turner accepting a 
position at Northern Bay College.  Linda has been at Oberon for eight 
years working in the canteen and more recently as an Integration Aide.  I 
would like to thank Linda for time at Oberon, her positive manner with staff 
and students and wish her all the best in her new position. 
 

To cover these positions the following appointments have been made: 
 

 Mrs Emily Parsons-Yarrow has been appointed to teach English/
English Literature and Humanities.  Emily joins us after teaching at 
Fountain Gate Secondary College in Melbourne. 

 Ms Aleesha Platt will be teaching Humanities for Term 3 whilst Janette 
Bennett is on Long Service Leave. 

 Mrs Julie Barnes has been appointed to a position in our General 
Office. 

 

Welcome to Oberon Emily and Julie, together with any new students who 
have started at the school. 
 
Public Speaking Festival 
 

The Oberon High School Public Speaking Festival will begin on Monday 
30th July and continue until Friday 3rd August.   Pleasingly once 
again large numbers of students have put themselves forward to 
participate.  Thank you to Mrs Julie Buso, Mr Adrian Stirling and the 
English Learning Team who has been instrumental in the organisation of 
this wonderful learning experience. 
 

Parent Opinion Surveys 
 

The Parent Opinion Survey is completed annually by the Department of 
Education and Training and is conducted amongst a sample of randomly 
selected parents at every school in Victoria. This year, about 30 per cent 
of parents will be invited to participate.  All responses to the survey are 
anonymous. 
 
The survey helps our school gain an understanding of how you view our 
school climate, student engagement, and relationships. Our school will 
use the results to inform school planning and improvement strategies. The 
survey will be conducted online by ORIMA Research Pty Ltd and only 
takes 15 minutes to complete. If you are invited to participate in the 
survey, this can be accessed from Monday 23rd July to Sunday 26th 
August. 
 

Subject Information Evenings 
 

On Tuesday 24th July the school held Subject Information Evenings for 
students moving from Year 9 into Year 10 and for Year 10 students 
moving into VCE/VCAL/VET. 
 

 JULY 
 

Tues 24th - Mon 6th August Japanese School Visit 
Mon 30th Year 11 & 12 Public Speaking Festival 
 

AUGUST 
 

Thurs 2nd Year 9 & 10 Public Speaking Festival 
Frid 3rd Year 7 & 8 Public Speaking Festival 
Sun 5th Antipodean Trip - Trek and Travel Day in Melbourne 
Mon 6th Year 10 Subject Selection Interviews 
 Year 8 Girls Hockey 
Wed 8th School Council Meeting 
 Year 8 Boys Hockey 
 Year 8 Sport - Basketball, Volleyball, Table Tennis 
Thurs 9th STUDENT FREE DAY - TEACHERS PROFESSIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT DAY 
Frid 10th Year 7 Boys and Girls Hockey 
Thurs 16th Year 10 Immunisations 
 Year 7 Sport - Basketball, Volleyball, Table Tennis 
Thurs 23rd - Frid 24th    VCAL Sleepover/Fundraiser - to be confirmed 
Mon 27th - Frid 31st    Bogong Leadership Camp - Year 10 
Tues 28th Year 10 Empower Me Program Excursion 

Wed 29th Digital Portfolios/Student Led Conferences - Yr 7 & 8 
Thurs 30th Girls Big Day Out - Selected Year 9 Girls 
Frid 31st Year 10 Fitness Exursion - Biolab - Period 2 - 6 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 

Tues 4th 8B Phys Ed - Excursion to Biolab Period 5 & 6 
Wed 5th 8A Phys Ed - Excursion to Biolab Period 2 & 3 
Wed 12th School Council Meeting 
Sun 9th - Thurs 20th    Indonesian Study Tour 
Thurs 13th RUOK?  Day 
Tues 18th Year 9 Mock Interviews 
Frid 21st LAST DAY OF TERM 3 - 2.30 PM FINISH 
Mon 24th - Frid 5th October - SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
 
OCTOBER 
 

Mon 8th FIRST DAY OF TERM 4 
Tues 16th Antipodean Parent Meeting 6 pm 
Thurs 18th Intermediate Sport - Basketball, Table Tennis, Cricket 
Mon 22nd Last Day of Year 12 classes 
 School Sport Victoria - Athletics 
Tues 23rd Year 12 Celebration Day 

Absence Hotline - 0439 326 767  Issue 10 - Friday 27th July, 2018 

YEAR 12  
PARENT/TEACHER/STUDENT CONFERENCES 

 

Conferences between Parents and Students and their Year 12 Teachers 
will take place in the School Library on Monday August 13th between 
4.30 and 6.30 pm.  This will provide an opportunity for parents and 
students to discuss progress and preparations for the finish of the year 
with Year 12 teachers.   
 
Reports for Year 12 students will be available on the Parent Portal at a 
date to be advised in the next Newsletter.  And an electronic booking 
sheet for the conferences will also be available at that time.  
 
Year 11 students doing a Year 12 subject will only have their Year 12 
Subject Report available at this time. 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

12 Pickett Crescent, Belmont, 3216              Ph: 5243 4444         Fax: 5244 2005  
Web: www.oberonhs.vic.edu.au       Email: oberon.hs@edumail.vic.gov.au 



 
LANGUAGES NEWS 

United Nations Model German 
Conference - Treasury Theatre, 
Melbourne - Friday 22nd June 

 
This day was extremely successful for the 8 VCE 
students and our DET German Language Assistant. 
Pictures show the team representing France – 
Jacqui, Lucy, Taylah and Zoe, and the team 
representing Tuvalu – Tristan, Luke, Maddy and 
Aldin, along with our very own General Secretary, 
Anna. A new resolution relating to the topic of 
refugees was passed.  
 
Well done! 

Prize Winners In The 
Inaugural Melbourne 

German Week 
Photograph  Competition 

 
Congratulations to  

Alexis Ferry Jenkins  
and Joshua Palmer of 8B  

on being major prize 
winners 

 
   Kim Hogue - an Oberon Year 10 parent is seeking Oberon Year 10 

students (Year 11 2019) who would be interested in participating in a 
Debutante Ball to be run by a private company in March or April, 2019.   
There is a possibility of combining with a group of students from Clonard 
College which would require 5 to 6 couples from Oberon or if it was 
Oberon students only, 14 couples would be required. 
 

The Company is called A Debutante’s Debut and they present a young, 
funky and modern Debutante Ball.   

If any current Year 10 students are 
interested in participating in this Deb Ball 
please leave your name at the Office asap 
as the timeline is tight. 
 

Your names will then be passed on to Kim 
Hogue who is currently liaising with the 
Debutante Company - A Debutante’s 
Debut. (visit their Facebook & Instagram 
Page). 

A NOTICE TO YEAR 10 PARENTS 



 

Millionärkoffer –  
Goethe-Institute activity 

 
Year 7 and 8 Students learning 
German participated in this activity 
late last term. There were 8 stations 
which the students had to visit and 
answer related questions.  
 
The activity was held in the school 
Library and a follow up game of 
“Who wants to be a Millionaire” was 
then played in class. Students 
enjoyed playing the game! 

 

LANGUAGES CORNER 
 

 PLACES  TEMPAT  Orte         ばしょ   basho                

Bank bank  die Bank       ぎんこう   ginkoo 

 Museum  museum  das Museum     はくぶつかん   hakubutsukan   

Restaurant  rumah makan  das Restaurant    レストラン   resutoran  

 Chemist  apotek   die Apotheke     やっきょく   yakkyoku 

Hospital  rumah sakit  das Krankenhaus   びょういん   byooin 

 Police station  kantor polisi  die Polizei       けいさつしょ   keisatsusho   

Post office  kantor pos  die Post        ゆうびんきょく yuubinkyoku  

School   sekolah   die Schule       がっこう   gakkoo 

University  universitas  die Universität     だいがく   daigaku 

Petrol station  pompa bensin  die Tankstelle     ガソリンスタンド gasorinsutando  

Train station  stasiun kereta api der Bahnhof      えき    eki 

 Airport bandar udara  der Flughafen     くうこう   kuukoo 

Church gereja die Kirche       きょうかい   kyookai 

Mosque masjid die Moschee      モスク   mosuku 

Temple  candi/pura  der Tempel      おてら   otera 

 Library  perpustakaan die Bibliothek     としょかん   toshokan 

 Supermarket  toko swalayan der Supermarkt    スーパー   suupaa 

 Cinema  bioskop das Kino       えいがかん   eigakan 

Public toilets  w.c. umum die Toiletten/das WC  べんじょ   benjo 

LANGUAGES NEWS 



 

 

AN IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PARENTS OF YEAR 10 STUDENTS 
MENINGOCOCCAL IMMUNISATIONS 

 

Consent cards for the Meningococcal ACWY Vaccine have 
been distributed to Year 10 students. Please return your 
completed card as soon as possible.  Meningococcal 
Immunisations will take place at school on Thursday 16th 
August.   
 

Why get the free Meningococcal Vaccine? 

 

To continue to combat increasing cases of Meningococcal Disease, a free 
Meningococcal ACWY Vaccine program is underway in 2018 for young 
people in Year 10 of secondary school in Victoria, or those young people 
not in secondary school but of an equivalent age (15 or 16 years old), until 
31 December 2018. You do not need to be a Medicare card holder to be 
eligible. 
 

The free Meningococcal ACWY Vaccine safely boosts a person's 
protection against the C strain if they received the vaccine at aged 12 
months, and will also protect against three other strains of the disease, 
the A, W and Y strains. 
 

Although uncommon, Meningococcal Disease can become life-
threatening very quickly. In fatal cases of Meningococcal Disease the 
average time from the first symptom until death is 24 to 48 hours. 
 

The bacteria that causes Meningococcal Disease are divided into different 
strains and known by letters of the alphabet, such as A, B, C, W and Y. 
Cases of all strains of Meningococcal Disease are on the rise.  Since 
2014 the Meningococcal W Strain has increased across Australia, and it 
is now one of the predominant strains in Victoria, increasing from a single 
case of the ‘W’ Strain in 2013, to 48 cases in 2016. In 2017, there were 36 
cases of Meningococcal W.  Recently, cases of Meningococcal S Strain 
have also been increasing with 17 cases in 2017, compared to nine cases 
in 2015.   
 

If you are vaccinated, you protect yourself and others around you by 
reducing the spread of the disease. 
 

If Parents have any questions regarding immunisations please call 
Barwon Health Immunisation on 4215 6962 or visit: 
immune@barwonhealth.org.au. 

YEAR 10 IMMUNISATIONS 

 
To help prevent accidents around the bus stops schools, parents and 
industry members are being asked to teach students: 
 
 

When waiting for the bus students should: 

 stay well back from the edge of the road  

 not run or play around near the bus stop  

 wait for the bus to stop completely before they approach.  
 

When travelling on the bus students must: 

 stay seated, if a seat is available, and seat belts MUST be used if 
fitted  

 not distract the driver  

 keep the aisle clear of bags.  
 

When walking to/from bus stops and getting off the bus students 
should:  

 stay well back from the edge of the road and wait for the bus to 
leave  

 never cross in front of, or behind, the bus  

 only cross the road when the bus has gone and they have a clear 
view of the road in both directions  

 never wear earphones or talk on your mobile phone when 
crossing a road, as you may not hear approaching traffic.  

 

When picking up your student/s from the bus wait on the same side of the 
road that the bus drops them off and meet your student/s at the bus stop. 
This reduces the risk of them running across the road to meet you without 
checking the road first. 
 
 
Leanne Goodwin 
Regional School bus Co-ordinator 
 

AN IMPORTANT TRAVEL SAFETY REMINDER 
FROM THE  

REGIONAL SCHOOL BUS COORDINATOR 

STUDENT FREE DAYS 2018 
 

The following day has been approved by the Oberon High School - 
School Council as student free for 2018. 
 

 Thursday 9th August - Staff Professional Development Day 
 

Please mark this date in your diary. 

                   ROSTRUM VOICE OF YOUTH  
PUBLIC SPEAKING COMPETITION 

STATE FINAL 2018 
 

On Sunday June 24th, Summer McKinnon competed in the State Final of 
the Rostrum Public Speaking Competition in Melbourne. 
 
Summer represented our school wonderfully, competing against many 
other Regional finalists from all over Victoria. 
 
Summer delivered an inspirational prepared speech on the importance of 
not giving up on one’s dreams and she also gave a thought provoking 
impromptu speech on the topic of the dangers of being in the spotlight. 
 
We congratulate Summer for reaching this prestigious level of the 
competition and for representing our school in such a confident and 
eloquent manner.  
 
All students are encouraged to participate in future public speaking 
opportunities because the rewards are immeasurable.  
 
Congratulations again Summer and thank you for showing us that we can 
all shine when we are prepared to ‘go one better.’ 
 

Miss Buso 



The predicted horrific weather for Melbourne did not arrive until well after 
the final event at the School Sport Victoria State Cross Country 
Championships which were conducted at Bundoora on Thursday July 19th. 
We had runners qualify for most events, however three of our athletes 
were unable to compete due to injuries sustained at recent sporting events. 
The unfortunate students included Megan Dickson, Zoe McKinnon and 
Caleb Morrissy. 
 
Leo Burgess (13 Year Old Boys) and Bridget Brown (14 Year Old Girls) 
both finished in 22nd place in their respective events, which were the equal 
best performances for the day. Declan Prigg ran a solid race finishing in 
55th position in the 14 Year Old Boys 3km event. With Zoe succumbing to a 
nagging leg injury, the 15 Years Girls’ team was left without its lead runner, 
however Lucy Bretherton, Neeve Bakker-Graham, Amelia Andrews and 
Alex Honeywell all ran well to ensure the team finished as the eighth best 
team in the State. A special mention should be made of Neeve and Amelia, 
who, as 14 year olds, ran in the older age group, to ensure the other girls 
in the age-group were able to compete in the team competition. In her final 
cross country race representing Oberon, Rose Bretherton finished in 65th 
place. Rose has been a stalwart, running cross country every year of her 
secondary schooling – well done Rose. To round out the day, Luke Brown 
(57th) and Jackson Stein (62nd) competed in the toughest event of the day. 
The boys waited patiently all day for their 5km event, where they tackled 
the two lap race performing very well. 
 
Once again, I was very proud of the way the Oberon students represented 
the school. They are a delight to take  
 
Thanks to all staff and students who have contributed to the Cross Country 
season this year. 

 
Results: 
 
Leo Burgess  1 3 Year Old Boys: 22nd   
Bridget Brown   14 Year Old Girls: 22nd   

Declan Prigg   14 Year Old Boys: 55th   

Lucy Bretherton  15 Year Old Girls: 65th   
Neeve Bakker-Graham 15 Year Old Girls: 73rd   
Amelia Andrews  15 Year Old Girls: 75th   
Alex Honeywell   15 Year Old Girls: 82nd   
Rose Bretherton  20 Year Old Girls: 65th 

Luke Brown   20 Year Old Boys: 57th 

Jackson Stein   20 year Old Boys: 62nd 

Team Event   15 Years Girls:  8th  
 

 
All Schools Cross Country Championships: 
 
As a result of her excellent 6th place in the Girls Under 15 4km race at the 
recent All-Schools Cross Country Championships, Megan Dickson, will 
represent Victoria in the 14-15 years girls’ team at the School Sport 
Australia Cross Country Championships, which are being conducted in the 
Sunshine Coast on August 25th. 
 
Leo Burgess also competed at the All Schools event, placing a creditable 
28th place in the Boys Under 14 3km event. Well done to both students. 
 
 
 
Chris Sly. 

SCHOOL SPORT VICTORIA CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 



 

 
 

CAREERS NEWS 

 
Emerson and Caitlyn were lucky enough to spend a week at Barwon Health 
on Work Experience with a difference.  
 

Places were tight with only 32 Year 10 students from across Geelong being 
selected for the special program. Below is an overview of their week of work 
experience. 
 
Student: Caitlyn Trethowan   
 

We were introduced to a range of employees who have different jobs at 
Barwon Health including: Radiologists, Physiotherapists, Emergency 
Nurses, Nurses, OTs, Speech Therapists and Podiatrists.   
 

I really enjoyed meeting a guest speaker about his experience in the Health 
system, after a traumatic accident. It made me realise how I want to be part 
of a team who helps people like him.  
 

It was surprising to learn about how rewarding it is to work with and help 
clients, as we got to experience this at the McKellar Centre.   I really 
enjoyed the session we had: a couple of Radiologists came and taught us 
about radiography. I enjoyed looking at x-rays and was surprised to be quite 
good.   I got to try out: a theatre operation, a bandaging exercise and 
helping in Aged Care – talking and playing games.    
 

We spent 3 days in the hospital and Kitchener House. The other two were 
at the McKellar Centre.  
 

The most challenging thing this week was to remember everything we had 
participated in.  
 

I really enjoyed being treated like an adult and finding a career path.  I think 
the qualities you need to work in the Health sector are: caring, patience, 
team work skills, smart and participatory.  
 

One thing I won’t forget about this week is how much fun Medical Imaging 
was and how happy it made me feel. Now I think that in the future I will 
aspire to be a Radiographer.   
 
Student:  Emerson Stead Oberon High School 
 

It was surprising to learn that within each health profession there are so 
many components and pathways you can take. I really enjoyed learning 
about midwifery because it’s something that has interested me for a while.  
I got to try out delivering a baby and see what it would be like for the mother 
as well as the midwives in the room. 
 

We spent time at the Grace McKellar Centre and got to meet some elderly 
people and spend time playing games with them. 
 

The most challenging thing about the week was remembering everything 
we had done as well as coping with some both mentally and physically 
draining activities. 
 

What I really enjoyed about the week was the hands on activities and 
working with people, such as the aged care and games we played with the 
elderly. 
 

One thing I won’t forget about this week is all the different areas of health 
care and how it feels to help people (rewarding) 
 

Now I think that in the future I will go to University to do a double degree of 
Bachelor of Nursing and Bachelor of Midwifery. 
 

Both Caitlyn and Emerson recommend this program to next year’s Year 10 
students. Put up your hand, give it a go. It’s good to put yourself forward 
and good for your future! 
 

Acknowledgement: The program was brought to schools in the Geelong 
Region by Barwon Health and the Geelong Region Local Learning & 
Employment Network (LLEN). The ‘Careers in Community Services & 
Health Program’ is funded by Skilling the Bay.   
 

 

 Students Selin Mutlu and Gabi Phillips at Allan David Lodge 
as part of their  

Work Experience Community Services Program 

Students Maxi Armistead and Ruby Winter at the STEM 
Work Experience Program, Deakin University 


