
  

Awards Day 
 
I encourage all members of the school community to make the effort to 
attend the Awards Day at Costa Hall on Tuesday 19th December, 
beginning at 11am.  This event provides us with the opportunity to 
acknowledge and celebrate the achievements of the students during the 
2017 school year.  Students have the option of attending school as usual 
on this day and will be transported to the venue, or may choose to come to 
the venue with their parents.  Students are expected to be in full school 
uniform. 
 
Great Victorian Bike Ride 
 
We had seven students and two staff members participate in the Great 
Victorian Bike Ride a 517km 10 day ride from Tidal River at Wilsons 
Promontory to Trafalgar via Foster, Yarram, Seaspray, Bairnsdale, Maffra 
and Glengarry.  The ride began on Saturday 25th November and was due 
to conclude on Sunday 3rd December, however due to the inclement 
weather concluded on Friday 1st December.  Thank you to Mr Andy Hallam 
and Ms Alison Gill who organised this wonderful opportunity for the 
students involved and to parents Tony Pickles who took part in the ride 
and Josh Maher who dropped the group off and picked them up. 
 
Leo Burgess 
 
Congratulations to Year 7 student Leo Burgess who represented Victoria 
in basketball in the Pacific School Championships recently.  The Victorian 
team was undefeated during the tournament consequently winning the 
championship.  A wonderful achievement by the team and Leo. 
 
Warralilly Christmas Fair 
 

Thank you to Ms Renae Barnett who organised the student vocal and 
drum performances at the Warralily Christmas Fair on Saturday 9th 
December.  The students did a great job performing, highlighting the 
musical talent within the school.  Thank you to all of the students who gave 
up their Saturday afternoon to be part of the school performances and to 
the parents and staff members who made the effort to attend and support 
Renae and the students. 
 
Grade 6 to Year 7 Transition 
 

It was great to have the 110 Grade 6 students who will be joining us in 
2018 as Year 7s at the school on Tuesday 12th and Wednesday 13th as 
part of the transition program.  Thank you to Ms Renae Barnett and Mr 
Josh Baker who organised the program and to our Year 9 buddy students 
who helped out over the two days.  The students had a great couple of 
days as they began to immerse themselves into our school community. 
 
Reports 
 

The end of semester reports will be available on the portal on Friday 15th 
December at 4 pm.  I encourage students and parents to read these 
reports and reflect on the comments made by the teachers.  We should 
always be looking for improvement and this can only occur through 
feedback and self-reflection.   

School Council 
 
The final School Council meeting for the year was held on Wednesday 
13th December.  I wish to take this opportunity to thank all Council 
members for giving up their time during the year to attend Council 
meetings and contribute to our school community. Your contribution to the 
life of the school this year has been very much appreciated. 
 
Activities Week 
 
The school will once again be running an activities week program for 
students from Thursday 14th December till Wednesday 20th December 
(which is the school picnic) with the exception of Tuesday 19th December 
which is our Awards Day.  Students will supervised on Thursday 21st 
and Friday 22nd December if they are in attendance at school.  Details 
of this program have been distributed to students.  Contact the school if 
you haven’t received information around the activities week.   
 
DET Scholarships for 2018 
 
Students have the opportunity to apply for a range of DET Scholarships 
for the 2018 school year which range in value from $350 - $2580 per year.  
There are a range of scholarships available for students but all have 
specific criteria associated with them.  If you are interested in finding out 
more about these scholarships, please check the following website 
www.eduweb.vic.gov.au/scholarships/ for further information or contact 
the school with queries.   Scholarship applications are now open and close 
on the 1st February, 2018.   
 
Return to School Dates 2018 
 
Just to inform Parents/Guardians in advance that the 2018 Academic Year 
will commence with a student staggered start as follows: 
 
Thursday 25 January   -   School Office Open  
Monday, 29 January  -  Teachers return to school (Student Free  
  Day) 
Tuesday, 30 January   -  First day for all new Year 7 students and all 
   Year 11 and all 12 students (as well as  
   Year 10 students undertaking a Year 11  
   subject). 
Wednesday 31 January  -  First day for all other students. 
 
As this is the last newsletter for the 2017 school year, I would like to thank 
the school community for their continued support of Oberon.  I hope that 
everyone has a wonderful Christmas vacation spending time with family 
and friends.   
 
 
 

Tim McMahon 

 Wed 31st STUDENTS IN YEARS 8, 9 & 10 COMMENCE SCHOOL - 
All students now in attendance. 

DECEMBER 

 

 
Mon 18th Year 7-9 End of Year Activities.      
Frid 15th  Year 12 Results 
 Reports available on Parent Portal from 1 pm 
Tues 19th Awards Day - 11 am Costa Hall 
Wed 20th School Picnic  
Thurs 21st Staff Professional Learning Program  
 Program provided to those students in attendance.  Parent/

Teacher Interviews if required by appointment. 
Frid 22nd LAST DAY OF SCHOOL TERM 
 
 

JANUARY 2018 
 
 

Thurs 25th School Office Open 
Frid 26th AUSTRALIA DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED 
Mon 29th Teachers return to school 
 School Office Open 
Tues 30th STUDENTS IN YEARS 7, 11 & 12 COMMENCE SCHOOL 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

12 Pickett Crescent, Belmont, 3216              Ph: 5243 4444         Fax: 5244 2005  
Web: www.oberonhs.vic.edu.au       Email: oberon.hs@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Absence Hotline - 0439 326 767  Issue 19 - Friday 15th December, 2017 

STUDENT FREE DAYS 2018 
 
The following days have been approved by the Oberon High School - 
School Council as student free for 2018: 
 

 Monday  29th  January - Designated for 
all schools 

 Thursday 3rd May - Staff Professional 
Development Day (this date may change 
subject to availability of Guest 
Speakers) 

 Wednesday 13th June - Report Writing 
Day 

 Friday 17th  August - Staff Professional Development Day  

 

END OF SEMESTER REPORTS 
 

End of Semester Reports will be available on the Parent Portal from  
4  pm on Friday 15th December. 

 

If you need assistance to log on to the Parent Portal please contact the 
General Office. 

http://www.eduweb.vic.gov.au/scholarships/


 
 

Do you 
dare? 

    

LANGUAGES NEWS 

YEAR 7 LANGUAGES ACTIVITY  
- TUESDAY 12TH DECEMBER 

 

During the Grade 6 orientation program, our Year 7 students participated 
in a “rich and poor” simulation game – The World of 50. Students were 
divided into 5 continents and were given the status of first, second or 
third class citizens. There was also a group of refugees. The activity gave 
our students lots to think about and many great insights were provided in 
feedback from our students: 
 

Quotes: 
 

“This lesson was really educational. Just because I was born into third 
class I got bad food and rations. It comes to show how unfair the world is 
and to make us aware of that.” 
 

“In this activity I was a first class citizen. It is really good being first class. 
You have enough food, water and work. It feels good when you sponsor 
refugees. It is sad seeing how much we have and how little others do. 
You start feeling bad and you want to help them. But for some people, 
well, you can’t help someone who doesn’t help themselves or don’t want 
to be helped.” 

 

“I thought it was a good activity and it showed how unfairly treated people 
are. It would make people learn to appreciate what they had.”  
 

“I have learnt that third class people get treated like nothing, second 
class get a bit of respect and first class people get treated like gods, 
which isn’t fair because we are all equal as human beings. The activity 
was a good way to make people see that.” 
 

These are just a few of the wonderful and thoughtful comments our year 
7 students wrote.  

WINNERS AGTV STATE “WERBESPOT” COMPETITION  
 
Task: To produce a video advertisement to promote an invention from a German speaking country. 
 
Congratulations to the following Year 8 students on winning awards: 

 

 2nd Prize    –  Max Brownbridge, Isaac Burns, Will Stiles, Rory Pickles / Product - Fanta 

 Honourable Mention  –  Kobey Furze, Angus McKie, Xander Russell, Morgan Williams / Product – Aspirin 
 

To view the advertisements go to: https://vimeo.com/album/3768557 

 
 
 

COUNTRIES  NEGARA           die Länder   くに   kuni 

Australia  Australia               Australien              オーストラリア  oosutoraria 

Indonesia  Indonesia       Indonesien            インドネシア  indonesia 

Germany  Jerman                   Deutschland           ドイツ   doitsu 

Japan   Jepang                   Japan                          にほん   nihon 

England  Inggeris                 England                     イギリス                 igirisu 

USA   Amerika         Amerika                 アメリカ   amerika 

France   Perancis                Frankreich                  フランス   furansu 

Greece                         Yunani                             Griechenland              ギリシャ   girisha 

Egypt   Mesir                    Ägypten                      エジプト   ejiputo 

Philippines  Filipina                 die Philippinen           フィリピン  firipin 

China   Cina                      China                          ちゅうごく  chuugoku 

Russia   Rusia                     Russland                      ロシア   roshia 

Italy   Itali                        Italien                     イタリア   itaria 

South Africa  Afrika Selatan       Südafrika                   みなみアフリカ  minamiafurika 

South America  Amerika Selatan    Südamerika           みなみアメリカ  minamiamerika 

New Zealand  Selandia Baru        Neuseeland                ニュージーランド nyuujiirando 

Netherlands  Belanda                 die Niederlande    オランダ  oranda 

Malaysia  Malaysia                Malaysien                   マレーシア  mareeshia 

Austria   Austria                   Österreich                   オーストリア  oosutoria 

LANGUAGES CORNER 

https://vimeo.com/album/3768557


 

YEAR 9 LANGUAGES ACTIVITIES 
 
Year 9 Languages students were treated to a 
special Languages workshop this week. 
German Christmas houses were carefully 
constructed with biscuits, royal icing and an 
assortment of lollies. The Indonesian Gamelan 
orchestra was played with great skill, using the 
gongs, cymbals and xylophones.  
 
The game of congklak was played and finally 
the bamboo Angklung instruments produced 
many wonderful songs. Great participation from 
our Year 9s and a huge DANKE and TERIMA 
KASIH to Frau Ray, Bu Maher and Pak Sims 
for running the workshops. 

 

 
 

GERMAN SISTER SCHOOL TRIP  2018-19 
 

“Expression of Interest” forms are now available if 
students and families want to get in early for the next 
round of exchange. Please contact Frau Ray at school 
if interested. You will have until early in 2018 to fill out 
forms, so there is plenty of time! 
 
 

LANGUAGES NEWS 

NIKOLAUS ACTIVITY  
Geelong German Club 

 
A group of Oberon students attended this activity last 
Thursday after school. They all had lots of fun doing 
German craft activities, eating German food and most 
importantly getting a gift from Sankt Nikolaus and 
Knecht Ruprecht! Two year 12 boys, Cru and Daniel, 
attended for the sixth year!  

 
 
 



OUR GRADUATE STUDENTS ARE MAKING  A 
DIFFERENCE IN THEIR COMMUNITY  

 
 
Two of Oberon’s past students - Bronte Firth and 
Caity Lomas have demonstrated the true spirit of 
giving - doing work for their community that we 
should all be proud of. 
 
Bronte shared the following: 
 
“That time of year again where not only do I 
appreciate all that I have but I feel great knowing 
I’m giving a Christmas to others. $400 worth of 
goodies for children in need from Caity Lomas 
and myself. And a residential aged care facility 
decorated for the elderly.  Be kind to each other.” 
 
Well done girls! 

 

 

 
Congratulations to Year 7 student Leo 
Burgess who represented Victoria in 
basketball in the Pacific School 
Championships recently.  The Victorian 
team was undefeated during the 
tournament winning the Championship.  
A wonderful achievement by the team 
and Leo. 

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT 

 
 

All Students and Parents are invited to attend this 
special occasion which we regard as one of the most 
important events on the School’s Calendar.  This 
ceremony celebrates the achievements of students 
with awards for Outstanding Academic Achievement 
and Outstanding Effort or for Citizenship/School 
Service throughout the year.  Top students in Year 12 
subjects, all students who achieve over 90% in the VCE score (ATAR) 
and our Year 12 Dux are also presented.  
 

Students will be notified if they are to receive an award at the ceremony 
and, clearly, there is an expectation they will attend.  All students 
attending and those receiving awards must be wearing correct 
school uniform.  Awardees will not be presented on stage with their 
award if they are not in correct school uniform. 
 

Students will be transported from Oberon to the Awards Ceremony  by 
bus on the day.  Please note this ceremony will take place at 11.00 am on 
Tuesday 19th December at Costa Hall.   
 

OBERON AWARDS DAY 



 
YEAR 12 VALEDICTORY DINNER 

A wonderful celebration was held recently at 
the Pier for our Year 12 students and their 

families. 
 

Thank you for the memories  
Year 12 class of 2017! 

Good luck for the future. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 

IMPORTANT SAFETY MESSAGE FROM BARWON COAST 
COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT 

 
Barwon Coast Committee of Management would 
like to pass on an important safety message with 
regards to the dangerous practice of jumping or 
diving into the Barwon River at Barwon Heads 
from the Public Jetty and William Buckley 
Pedestrian Bridge. 
 
There is constantly changing sand level buildup 
of the river bed around the jetty and the bridge 
that can result in critically shallow water depths.  
 
Signage is present on the jetty and bridge 
advising that jumping or diving is prohibited. 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER - PLEASE NOTE IN YOUR DIARY 

YEAR 12  

Friday 15th December 

 

 

Year 12 Results 

YEAR 6, 7, 8 & 9 
 Tuesday 12th December 
  
Wednesday 13th December 
  
  
Thursday 14th, Friday 15th and Monday 18th December 

  
  
Year 7 2018 Orientation Program 
Morning Tea for Year 7 Parents/Guardians 
Year 7 2018 Orientation Program 
Last day of classes for Year 7, 8 & 9 students 
End of Year Activities for Years 7 - 9 - details will be distributed to students 

ALL YEAR LEVELS 
 Tuesday 12th December 
Tuesday 19th December 
Wednesday 20th December 
Thursday 21st December  
  
 

Friday 22nd December 

  

Oberon High School Second Hand Book  and Uniform Sale  

Oberon Awards Day - Costa Hall 11.00 a.m.    All students are expected to attend 
School Picnic 
Staff Professional Learning Program 
Parent/Teacher Interviews as required by appointment 
Program provided for those students in attendance 
LAST DAY OF SCHOOL TERM 

COMMENCEMENT DATES FOR EARLY 2018 
Thursday 25th January 
Friday 26th January 
Monday 29th January 
  

Tuesday 30th January 
 

Wednesday 31st January 
Thursday 1st February 
Friday 2nd February 
Monday 12th February 
Wednesday 14th February 
Friday 16th February 
Thursday 8th March 

Monday 12th March 
Wednesday 21st March - Friday 23rd March 

Monday 26th  March  

 

 

 

 

 

School Office Open 
Australia Day – School Closed 
Teachers return to school 
School Office Open 
Students in Years 7, 11 (and Year 10 students doing a Year 11 subject) & 12 

commence school 
Students in Years 8, 9 & 10 commence school.  All students now in attendance. 

Year 7 meet the teachers BBQ 
Year 7 beach day with Year 10 buddies 
School Swimming Sports 
School Photos 
School Photos catch up  
School Athletic Sports – Landy Field 
Labour Day Public Holiday - School Closed 

Year 7 Camp - Anglesea 

Year 7 Immunisations 


