
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
  
 

 

 

 
 

Student Election School Council 
 
We have now concluded our student election to elect two student 
representatives to School Council.  I am pleased to announce that Year 7 
student Simon Graham and Year 11 student Bonnie Hodge were elected.  
It was pleasing to have five students nominate for these two vacancies. 
 
Oberon High School Community Engagement group 
 
After discussion at our recent School Council meeting in July, it was 
agreed to form an Oberon High School Community Engagement group, a 
sub-committee of School Council.  This group will focus on a range of 
issues that we may wish to address as we get closer to our relocation to 
the new school at Armstrong Creek.  More information regarding this 
group will be distributed in the near future. 
 
Interschool Sport 
 
It is always great to see and hear of the many students who have 
involved themselves in the interschool sporting carnivals over the past 
month.  It is pleasing that the feedback that we get from our staff who 
coach the students, is always positive about the manner in which the 
students conduct themselves.   
 
Last Day of Term 
 
School will conclude at 2.30pm on Friday 29th June.  All buses have 
been alerted. 
 
As this is the last newsletter for the term prior to completing the last week 
of Term 2, I would like to thank the student body and the teachers for their 
efforts during Term 2.  After the two week holiday period the students will 
return to school on Monday 16th July.   
 
Have a safe and relaxing break. 
 
Tim McMahon 

 
All parents and students will be able to access the End of Semester 
Reports on the school portal at approximately 5pm on Thursday 28th 
June.  I encourage you to read through these reports and reflect on 
the progress and comments made by the teachers in regards to your 
child.  If you require clarification on the reports, I encourage you to contact 
the school at the beginning of term three to discuss the report. Parents 
that may have issues accessing the school portal, contact Assistant 
Principal Josh Baker.  
 
Literacy 
 

At a recent conference that I attended, our school approach to improving 
the learning outcomes of our students in literacy was reinforced by the 
presenter, an expert in this field.  The key message that was expressed is 
that for students to improve their writing capabilities they must be avid 
readers of text that are challenging in their complexity and also in the use 
of language.  This in turn will allow students to develop their 
understanding of and correct use of academic vocabulary.  It was 
emphasised that people can only ever write as well as they read.  As 
parents we should be encouraging our children to read on a regular basis.  
This however doesn’t mean that we must be continually buying our 
children books, but rather getting our children to access and use 
community resources such as libraries to access a range of reading 
material for them.  As well as the emphasis on reading, students must be 
exposed to and explicitly taught how to use the more complex vocabulary 
into their writing and be provided regularly with feedback on their 
performances.   
 
Student Learning Opportunities 
 

Last week was particularly busy with the students offered a wide range of 
extra-curricular opportunities to stimulate their learning:  
Year 10 students participated in a range of pathways activities to help 
them be fully informed prior to making final subject selections next term 
(the school will be holding information sessions for parents early in Term 
3).   
 
Our Year 10 students recently participated in a Safety Driving Program 
conducted by 2 representatives from Road Smart.  This was offered as a 
precursor to the many Year 10 students who have either just completed 
their Learners Driver’s Licence or will soon be applying for it. 
 
Thirty Year 9 & 10 students represented the school in Science and 
Engineering Challenge at Deakin University on Friday 15th June, 
competing against other Geelong schools both state and private in a 
range of Science and Engineering tasks.  Oberon once again won the 
competition. Congratulations to all involved.  The students will now 
progress to the State Final in Term 3.   
 
Our Year 7 students were involved in a numeracy problem solving 
incursion also on Friday 15th June.  It was great to visit this activity and 
see the students working in groups and highly engaged with a focus on 
solving the various tasks. 
 
 

 JUNE 
 

Sun 24th Rostrum Voice of Youth State Final  
Mon 25th Year 11 Indonesian Excursion to Melbourne 
Frid 29th Year 10 End of Semester 
 LAST DAY OF TERM - 2.30 FINISH 
JULY 
 

Mon 3rd - Frid 13th - Term 2 Holidays 
Mon 16th First day of Term 3 
 Units 2 & 4 begin 
Tues 17th Senior Boys and Girls Basketball 
Wed 18th Intermediate Boys Hockey 
Thurs 19th School Sport Victoria - Cross Country 
 German Careers Day 
Frid 20th Intermediate Girls Hockey 
Mon 23rd Year 12 Biology Excursion to Ecolinc 
 Senior Girls Hockey 
Tues 24th VCE/VCAL Information Night - 7pm - 9pm (Auditorium) 
 Senior Boys Hockey 
 
Tues 24th - Mon 6th August Japanese School Visit 

Thurs 26th Senior Badminton, Table Tennis, Netball & Soccer 
Frid 27th Year 12 Tertiary Information Service Session  
Mon 30th Year 11 & 12 Public Speaking Festival 
 
AUGUST 
  
Thurs 2nd Year 9 & 10 Public Speaking Festival 
Frid 3rd Year 7 & 8 Public Speaking Festival 
Sun 5th Antipodean Trip—Trek and Travel Day in Melbourne 
Mon 6th Year 10 Subject Selection Interviews 
 Year 8 Girls Hockey 
Thurs 23rd - Frid 24th    VCAL Sleepover/Fundraiser - to be confirmed 
Mon 27th - Frid 31st    Bogong Leadership Camp - Year 10 
Tues 28th Year 10 Empower Me Program Excursion 
Wed 29th Digital Portfolios/Student Led Conferences 
Thurs 30th Girls Big Day Out - Selected Year 9 Girls 
Frid 31st Year 10 Fitness Exursion - Biolab - Period 2 - 6 
 
SEPTEMBER 
 
Tues 4th 8B Phys Ed - Excursion to Biolab Period 5 & 6 

Absence Hotline - 0439 326 767  Issue 9 - Friday 22nd June, 2018 

VCE/VCAL INFORMATION NIGHT 
 

Tuesday 24th July, 2018 
 

Oberon High School Auditorium - 5 - 7 pm 
 

An invitation is extended to all Year 9 & 10 Parents and Students to 
attend the information session around programs and subjects for 2019. 
 
Staff will be available from 5 - 7 pm to answer any questions about 
subjects available in 2019. 
 

 At 5.30pm there is an information session for Year 10 Parents, 
discussing VCE/VCAL in 2019 

 At 6pm there is an information session for Year 9 Parents, 
looking at subjects available at Year 10 in 2019, also possible 
acceleration into VCE subjects as well as options to participate 
in a VET Taster Program and Work Experience opportunities. 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 



 

Light drizzling rain made conditions challenging for students participating 
in the Geelong Cross Country Championships, which were conducted at 
the picturesque Eastern Gardens on Monday 28 May. 
 

In the first event, our 13 Year Old Girls struggled to keep up with the 
large field, finishing in 12th place in the teams ranking. Amelie Parfitt was 
the best of our runners finishing in 63rd place, with Claire Geddes (64th), 
Lily Frampton (76th), Kieara Hamilton (77th) and Jasmyn Lamb (78th) 
following. 
 

In a great team effort, our 13 Year Old Boys managed to win the Teams’ 
Pennant. Leo Burgess ran a terrific race to finish 3rd, while Kalani Brown 
(5th), Danny Houliston (13th), Rocker Ramage (24th), Cody Bell (25th), 
Hayden Gilbert (35th) and Finn McNeilly (42nd) all did their bit to assist 
the team effort. 
 

Another excellent effort saw our 14 Years Girls’ team also win the 
Pennant as the best team within their age group. True to past form, 
Megan Dickson ran superbly to easily win the event and Bridget Brown 
also ran an excellent race finishing in 2nd place. Amelia Andrews (12th) 
and Callie Barnes (17th) completed a successful team effort. 
 

The seven runners comprising the 14 Years Boys’ team combined to 
enable them to finish in 7th place. Declan Prigg (5th) and Harri Ives (12th) 
both ran well, while Raff Geerts (53rd), Will Mountjoy (59th) Ryan 
McGorman (64th), Campbell MacDowall (65th) and Taj McDonald (dnf), 
rounded off the Oberon effort in this event.  
 

Zoe McKinnon improved from last year’s 10th place, to perform very well 
finishing in 3rd place, while Neeve Bakker-Graham (6th), who moved up 
a Division, Lucy Bretherton (7th) and Alex Honeywell (22nd) capably 
assisted our 15 Years Girls’ team into 2nd position.  The 15 Years Boys 
managed a 4th place finish, with Harvey Martin being the pick of the 
Oberon runners, running a well-judged race to finish 6th along with Will 
Stiles (27th), Angus McKie (32nd), Dylan Robertson (38th), Ashtyn Beals 
(39th) and Liam D’Helin (40th). 
 

Unfortunately none of our 16 year old girls ran on the day, however our 
16 Years Boys managed to finish fourth in the teams event. Mitch Hand 
ran very well to finish 4th, while Caleb Morrissy (6th), Josh Allen (15th), 
Max Martin (22nd), Jake Wood (29th), Jeremy Maher (34th) and Will 
Brennan (35th) contributed well to the team effort. 
 

Rose Bretherton was the best of the 17-20 Years Girls placing 3rd, 
whilst Stacey Davis ran well to capably finish in 16th place. 
 

To round off the afternoon, our 17-20 Years Boys’ team ran well to finish 
in third place. The team was capably lead by Jackson Stein (6th), and 
assisted by Luke Brown (15th), Matt McGuane (21st), Tyler Wilson (23rd) 
and Tristen Durden (24th), who all ran very well over the 5km course. 
 

In all, we have 23 qualifiers for the next round of Cross Country, the 
Western Metropolitan Championships; which are being held at Brimbank 
Park on Thursday June 21 (see Page 3 of newsletter) 

GEELONG CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS - MONDAY MAY 28 

Qualifiers include: 

 Leo Burgess,  Kalani Brown, Danny Houliston, Rocker Ramage and 

 Cody Bell  
 - 13 Years  Boys 

 Megan Dickson, Bridget Brown, Amelia Andrews and Callie Barnes – 

 14  Years Girls 

 Declan Prigg and Harri Ives – 14 Years Boys 

 Zoe Mckinnon, Neeve Bakker-Graham, Lucy Bretherton and Alex  Hon-

eywell  – 15 Years Girls 

 Harvey Martin – 15 Years Boys 

 Mitch Hand, Caleb Morrissy and Josh Allen – 16 Years Boys 

 Rose Bretherton and Stacey Davis – 17-20 Years Girls 

 Jackson Stein and Luke Brown – 17-20 Years Boys 

 

Unfortunately, we were unable to field teams in all events and therefore did 
not qualify for consideration for the Grand Aggregate competition. 
 

Well done to all competitors and thanks to Ms Gill for her efforts with the 
team on the day. Thanks also to Mr Baker for taking students to Eastern 
Gardens during the day to enable them to run without missing too many clas-
ses. 
 

Individual Medal Winners: 
 
Gold Medal: 
 

Megan Dickson  14 Years Girls  
 
Silver Medal: 
 

Bridget Brown  14 Years Girls 
 
Bronze Medal: 

 

Leo Burgess  13 Years Boys 
Zoe McKinnon  15 Years Girls 
Rose Bretherton 17-20 Years Girls 
     
Teams Results: 
 

13 Years Girls  -  2th  13 Years Boys -  1st   

14 Years Girls  -   1st  15 Years Girls -  2nd    
15 Years Boys  -   4th 16 Years Boys -  4th   
17-20 Years Boys -  3rd 
 

   
Chris Sly 



WESTERN METROPOLITAN CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS - THURSDAY 21 JUNE 

What a perfect winter’s day, with no wind and the sun lighting up the rolling 
hills of the Brimbank Park Cross Country course for the 2018 Western 
Metropolitan Cross Country Championships. Every one of the 23 students 
who competed on the day, represented Oberon with distinction. 
 
The first event in which we had competitors was the 13 Years Boys, where 
Leo Burgess found himself in a terrific battle with a student from  
Williamstown High School. Leo’s experience and impressive final sprint to 
the line saw him win the event and team mates, Kalani Brown (15th),  
Danny Houliston (40th), Cody Bell (54th) and Rocker Ramage (68th)  
rounding off an impressive team performance to finish in second place. 
 
Our 14 Years Girls’ team also performed amazingly well to finish in second 
position, with the ever-impressive Megan Dickson winning the silver 
medal. Bridget Brown wasn’t too far behind in 6th place (two places better 
than last year), while Amelia Andrews (33rd) and Callie Barnes (34th) 
worked well together and Lily Duff (48th) rounded out the great team effort. 
 
Declan Prigg managed a very well-deserved top 10 finish (9th) in the 14 
Years Boys’ event, and was supported by Harri Ives who finished in 14th 
place. 
 
The 15 Years Girls’ team who finished behind Grovedale at the Geelong 
Cross Country, went one better in their race at this competition, winning 
the Team Pennant, led very capably by Zoe McKinnon (10th). All members 
of the team (Lucy Bretherton: 18th; Neeve Bakker-Graham: 23rd and Alex 
Honeywell: 54th), have qualified for the State Final in Term 3. 
 
Our sole representative in the 15 Years Boys’ event was Harvey Martin, 
who performed well enough to place him in 12th position. In the 16 Years 
Boys’ race, Caleb Morrissy (8th) and Mitch Hand (10th) had a great  
individual battle to finish the 5km event strongly. In the 17-20 Years age 
groups, Rose Bretherton ran a very consistent pace to finish 10th and 
Stacey Davis also ran well in 17th place in the girls’ race, while Luke Brown 
and Jackson Stein ran together for most of the race to finish in 10th and 
12th position respectively. 
 

Eclipsing last year’s efforts, fourteen students have qualified to represent 
Oberon High School this year at the School Sport Victoria State Cross 
Country Championships, which will be conducted at Bundoora Park in the 
first week of Term 3. Well done and good luck to all students! 
 
TEAM RESULTS 
13 Years Boys:  Silver Medal:  
Leo Burgess, Kalani Brown, Danny Houliston, Cody Bell & Rocker 
Ramage  
 
14 Years Girls: Silver Medal:  
Megan Dickson, Bridget Brown, Amelia Andrews, Callie Barnes & Lily Duff  
 
15 Years Girls: Gold Medal: 
Zoe McKinnon, Lucy Bretherton, Neeve Bakker-Graham & Alex Honeywell 
 
INDIVIDUAL MEDALISTS:  
Gold medal: Leo Burgess: 13 Years Boys 
Silver medal: Megan Dickson: 14 Years Girls 
 
QUALIFIERS FOR SSV STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS: 
Leo Burgess: 13 Years Boys  
Megan Dickson: 14 Years Girls 
Declan Prigg: 14 Years Boys  
Bridget Brown:  14 Years Girls 
Harvey Martin: 15 Years Boys  
ZoeMcKinnon: 15 Years Girls 
Caleb Morrissy: 16 Years Boys  
Lucy Bretherton: 15 Years Girls 
Mitch Hand: 16 Years Boys  
Neeve Bakker-Graham: 15 Years Girls 
Luke Brown: 17-20 Years Boys  
Alex Honeywell: 15 Years Girls 
Jackson Stein: 17-20 Years Boys 
Rose Bretherton: 17-20 Years Girls 
 

Chris Sly 

Members of the gold medal winning 15 Years Girls team Members of the silver medal winning 13 Years Boys team 

Members of the silver medal winning 14 Years Girls team 
Megan Dickson: Silver medal  

14 Years Girls 
Leo Burgess: Gold medal:  

13 Years Boys  
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STUDENT FREE DAYS 2018 
 
The following day has been approved by the Oberon High School - 
School Council as student free for 2018. 
 

 Thursday 9th August - Staff Professional Development Day 
 

Please mark this date in your diary. 

AN IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PARENTS OF YEAR 10 STUDENTS 
MENINGOCOCCAL IMMUNISATIONS 

 

 
Consent cards for the Meningococcal ACWY Vaccine have been 
distributed to Year 10 students. Please return your completed card as 
soon as possible.  Meningococcal Immunisations will take place at 
school on Thursday 16th August.   
 
Why get the free Meningococcal Vaccine? 

 
To continue to combat increasing cases of Meningococcal Disease, a free 
Meningococcal ACWY Vaccine program is underway in 2018 for young 
people in Year 10 of secondary school in Victoria, or those young people 
not in secondary school but of an equivalent age (15 or 16 years old), until 
31 December 2018. You do not need to be a Medicare card holder to be 
eligible. 
 

The free Meningococcal ACWY Vaccine safely boosts a person's 
protection against the C strain if they received the vaccine at aged 12 
months, and will also protect against three other strains of the disease, 
the A, W and Y strains. 
 

Although uncommon, Meningococcal Disease can become life-
threatening very quickly. In fatal cases of Meningococcal Disease the 
average time from the first symptom until death is 24 to 48 hours. 
 

The bacteria that causes Meningococcal Disease are divided into different 
strains and known by letters of the alphabet, such as A, B, C, W and Y. 
Cases of all strains of Meningococcal Disease are on the rise.  Since 
2014 the Meningococcal W Strain has increased across Australia, and it 
is now one of the predominant strains in Victoria, increasing from a single 
case of the ‘W’ Strain in 2013, to 48 cases in 2016. In 2017, there were 36 
cases of Meningococcal W.  Recently, cases of Meningococcal S Strain 
have also been increasing with 17 cases in 2017, compared to nine cases 
in 2015.   
 
 

If you are vaccinated, you protect yourself and others 
around you by reducing the spread of the disease. 
 
 

If Parents have any questions regarding immunisations 
please call Barwon Health Immunisation on 4215 6962 or 
visit: immune@barwonhealth.org.au. 
 
 

During recent weeks we have noticed an increase in the number of games 
being played on iPads (during Recess and Lunchtimes) that we consider 
inappropriate for both school and the age of our students. Many of the 
games involve violence and/or the capacity for students to communicate 
with people they do not know.  This I know is an ongoing concern for 
parents and we feel it is a responsibility of the school to reduce, as best 
we can, the exposure students have to these games and situations.  
 
Due to this, we will be implementing a ‘safe play’ list of games and 
websites. The ratings and intention of these games will be looked at and 
deemed appropriate by ICT staff. Students will have the opportunity to 
request games be added to the list and these will be carefully considered 
before being approved.  
 
By generating a ‘Can Play’ list, we are avoiding the issue of unknown 
games being played. 
 
It is also important that you are aware some of the games (mostly free 
apps) although fun and harmless do contain ads. These ads cannot be 
regulated. Ads may involve previews of other games that involve violence 
or gambling. If you are concerned about the content of ads, you can elect 
to purchase favourite apps, which gives you the capacity to turn them off.  
 
Also note, we will still be implementing our ‘TECH FREE’ days, 
encouraging students to explore other activities and improving their 
connectedness to the school and their peers.  
 
IT Team 

ICT NEWS YEAR 10 IMMUNISATIONS 



 LANGUAGES NEWS 

Language Perfect World Championships 
Prize Winners 

 
Congratulations to the top students from each 
Year Level in the recent World Championships: 
 
Natalie Aston    -  Year 10 
Jamie Shomali & Marisa Carnie  - Year 9  
Joshua Palmer  - Year 8 
Harry Watson  - Year 7 
 
Each of these students won a $20 iTunes 
voucher from Education Perfect.  

SUBJECTS 

Indonesian   Bahasa Indonesia Indonesisch     indoneshiago  インドネシアご 

German  Bahasa Jerman  Deutsch       doitsugo  ドイツご 

Japanese  Bahasa Jepang  Japanisch       nihongo  にほんご 

English Bahasa  Inggeris  Englisch       eigo   えいご 

SOSE   IPS   Sozialkunde       shakai   しゃかい 

Science  IPA   Naturwissenschaften      kagaku   かがく 

Maths   Ilmu Pasti  Mathematik       suugaku  すうがく 

Health   Kesehatan  Gesundheitserziehung     hoken   ほけん 

PE   PJ   Sportunterricht       taiiku   たいいく 

Sport   Olahraga  Sport       supootsu  スポーツ 

Computing  Komputer  Informatik      konpyuutaa  コンピューター 

Drama   Drama   Drama        dorama   ドラマ 

Music   Musik   Musik        ongaku   おんがく 

Art   Kesenian  Kunst        bijutsu   びじゅつ 

Cooking  Memasak  Kochen       ryouri   りょうり 

Grafics   Grafika   Grafik       gurafikkusu  グラフィックス 

Electronics  Ilmu Elektronika Elektronik       denshikougaku  でんしこうがく 

Ceramics  Keramik  Keramik       touki   とうき 

Sewing   Menjahit  Nähen     kateika   かていか 

Metalwork  Pertukangan Besi (Metallarbeit)      kinzokukakou  きんぞくかこう 

Woodwork  Pertukangan kazu Werken       mokkou   もっこう 
  

United Nations Model German Conference  
- Treasury Theatre, Melbourne - Friday 22nd June 

 
Eight VCE German students were selected to participate in this UN 
Conference in Melbourne today. 
 
Thirty countries will be represented and Oberon has two: France and 
Tuvalu. 
 
In the team for France are: Jacqui Honeywell (Speaker), Lucy Tsitas, 
Taylah Ibrahim, Zoe Healy. 
 
The team for Tuvala is Tristan Durden (Speaker), Luke Colbert, Maddi 
King & Aldin Francis. 
 
Congratulations to these students who are facing the challenge of 
discussing and debating the topic of “Refugees” solely in German. 
 
Oberon’s DET German Language Assistant has been given the 
prestigious role of General Secretary for the day. 
 
Stay tuned for an event up-date in the next newsletter. 
 

German Sister School Trip Update 
 
Oberon students who applied to participate in this trip have been 
matched with a German partner and are hopefully corresponding 
with their partner.  
 
Families who are hosting should be organising their “Working with 
Children Checks” and handing them in to Oberon’s Office. 
 
Another payment is due by July 27th for travelling students – you 
will receive an invoice from Oberon shortly.  

 
Frau Ray will be sending an email to all families asap with further 
updates.  
 
If you have any questions please contact Frau Ray.  

FOUND 
A pocket size Sony “HD Bloggie” camera has been handed in to the General Office.  Please collect if it belongs to you.  Thank you.  



 



 
 


