
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
  
 

 

 

 
 

Parent-Teacher-Student Conferences  
 

It was great to see so many Parents/Guardians in attendance at the 
Parent-Teacher-Student Conferences on Thursday.  The number of 
bookings made once again exceeded previous years, with many teachers 
fully booked, which is an acknowledgement that we have a Parent 
community interested in being part of their children’s education.   If you 
were unable to attend the interviews or were unable to make an 
appointment with a specific teacher, please contact the school so that this 
can be arranged. 
 
Interim Reports 
 

You can access the Term One Interim Reports via the Parent Portal.  If 
you are have any issues with this, please contact Assistant Principal Josh 
Baker. 
 
Whole Staff PD Day 
 

In order to allow Parents to forward plan, staff will be undertaking a 
Professional Learning Day on Thursday 2nd May.  This will be a Student 
Free Day.  The focus of this day will be around staff development in 
further implementing ‘Literacy and Numeracy across the Curriculum’, as 
well as further team approaches to unit development which will challenge 
and extend all students in their learning.  Both of these areas are key 
focuses of the school and identified in our 2019 Annual Implementation 
Plan. 
 

Young Leaders to China/Indonesia 
 

The school has recently worked through the process of selecting 10 Year 
Nine students to be part of either the Young Leaders to China or 
Indonesia programs.  It was fantastic to have more than 20 students 
nominate to be considered to be selected.  I am pleased to announce the 
following students have been chosen: 

Last Day of Term Arrangements 
 
A reminder to Parents and students that the last day of Term 1 is Friday 
5th April.  School will finish at 2.30 pm, school buses have been 
notified.  
  

As this is the last Newsletter for Term 1, thank you to the School 
community for a great terms work.  Enjoy the holiday break and we will 
see everyone back for the start of Term 2 which begins on Tuesday 23rd 
April.  A reminder that Thursday 25th April is the ANZAC day public 
holiday, therefore students will only be at school on Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Friday of week one. 
 
 

Tim McMahon 

Open Night 
 

On Thursday 28th March, the school held our Open Night for prospective 
students and their parents.  In my 7 years as Principal at Oberon, it was 
the most well attended night that we have had in terms of numbers.  I 
would like to acknowledge the many students from across all the Year 
levels who were present at Open Night to provide support in the learning 
area demonstrations, in acting as Tour Guides and for those that spoke at 
the information session.  Many of the Parents that attended were glowing 
in their praise of the students, their insight into the School and 
opportunities that were available to them as well as their positive 
interactions with the staff members.      
 
Staffing 
 

There will be a change to our teaching staff for Term 2 as Mr Chris Sly will 
be absent for the whole Term.  Mrs Caitlyn Parfett from Copperfield 
College will be replacing Mr Sly. 
 
Student Achievements 
 

Congratulations to Year 12 student Rosie Tunn-McGrath who has made 
the State Final  of the Lions Youth of the Year Competition.  We wish 
Rosie all the best of luck, she would be a deserving winner. 
 
House Athletic Sports 
 

Congratulations to the following Age Group Champions at the House 
Athletic Sports which were held at Landy Field on 7th March.  These 
students were announced at the General Assembly on Wednesday 3rd 
April: 
 

 
 
School uniform 
 

A reminder to Parents that all students are expected to wear the correct 
school uniform at all times.  With the weather starting to be a lot colder in 
the morning it is important that students have an appropriate Oberon High 
School top to wear to keep them warm.   Many parents and students have 
taken the opportunity to purchase one of these last year.  However, if you 
wish to order a puffer jacket, the order needs to be placed with the 
General Office by Friday 5th April.   
 
There will be an opportunity to place further orders in Term Two, however 
this will be dependent on interest and associated orders. 

Age Group Females Males 

20 Yrs Bonnie Hodge Josh Fisher 

17 yrs Rosie Tunn-McGrath Caleb Morrissy 

16 yrs Zoe McKinnon Kade McKenzie 

15 yrs Neeve Bakker-Graham Declan Prigg 

14 yrs Amelie Parfitt Mason McKenzie 

13 yrs Lelya Ball-Manzur Lachlan Brown 

 APRIL 
 

Mon 8th - Frid 19th  School Holidays 
Mon 22nd EASTER MONDAY - PUBLIC HOLIDAY - SCHOOL 

CLOSED 
Tues 23rd Term 2 Commences 
Wed 24th SSV Swimming 
Thurs 25th ANZAC DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY - SCHOOL CLOSED 
Frid 26th WMR & SSV Diving 
Tues 30th Year 7 Immunisation 
 

MAY 
 

Wed 1st VC33E Excursion to Top Designs  
 AR11C & AR33A Excursion to Top Arts and NGV 
 Intermediate Girls and Boys Football 
Thurs 2nd STAFF PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT - STUDENT 

FREE DAY 
Mon 6th Barwon Division Athletics 
Tues 7th Year 12 Outdoor Education Mountain Bike Riding 

Excursion 

Wed 8th School Council Meeting 
 Western Metropolitan Sport and Senior Tennis 
Thurs 9th - Frid 10th    Year 11 Outdoor Education Great Ocean Walk 

    Excursion  
Mon 13th Western Metropolitan Senior Sport and Intermediate 

Tennis 
 Year 11 Geelong Careers Expo 
Tues 14th - Frid 24th      NAPLAN Testing Week 
Thurs 16th Yrs 9, 11 & 12 Drama and Yrs 9, 10 & 11 History Drama 

Performance Incursion - “Scattered Lives” 
 Year 11 Biology Excursion to Biolab 
Tues 21st Year 8 Sport 
Thurs 23rd Year 7 Sport  
 Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea 
Mon 27th Geelong Cross Country 
Thurs 30th World’s Greatest Shave 
 

JUNE 
 

Tues 4th Junior Sport 
Thurs 6th - Frid 7th    Year 7 Groups: 7B & 7C Tech School Excursion  
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CHINA 

 
INDONESIA 

 
Annie Wills 
Caitlin Dawber 
Callie Barnes 
Kurt Armistead 
Kai Bowie 
Leo Burgess 

 
Alex Honeywell 
Neeve Bakker-Graham 
Will Mountjoy 
Noah Brennan 
Adaire Russell 



  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

OBERON SUSTAINABILITY AND ENVIRONMENT TEAM (Enviro Team)

This Term the Enviro Team has been busy at 
Oberon, trying to reduce our environmental 
impact and promote sustainability. This resulted 
in the first Clean Up Oberon Day, held on the 1st 
of March. Congratulations to 9A the winners of 
this inaugural event, picking up 3.24kg of rubbish 
from the school grounds. A total of 33.2kg was 
collected by all of the Year 7 to Year 11 classes 
that participated. On Monday the 1st of April (no 
its wasn’t a trick for April Fools Day!) Oberon, 
along with 750 schools across Australia, 
participated in Earth Hour. During periods 3 and 
4 we switched off and went electricity free to 
reduce our environmental footprint. We have also 
regularly tested the water quality of the Waurn 
Ponds Creek, as part of the Corangamite 
Catchment River Detectives program. We have 
had lots of fun looking at freshwater crabs and 
common galaxias (though we are not Rex Hunt 
and did not kiss them before we released them). 
 
In Term Two we will be participating in Melbourne 
Zoo’s “There counting on you” Mobile Phone 
Recycling program. Recycling your phone helps 
to lessen the demand for coltan (a metal used in 
phones and mined from the Congo) and protect 
valuable gorilla habitat. Old phones can be 
dropped off in the collection box located in 
Staffroom 2.  

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT … Rosie Tunn-McGrath - an all-round champion 

ROWING WRAP-UP   

The prestigious three-day Head of the Schoolgirls Regatta held on the Barwon 
River in mid-March is a highlight of the rowing calendar.  In amongst 2,144 
schoolgirls keen to perform at their best, Rosie was our sole representative for 
Oberon High School and wearing her specially designed Oberon HS ‘zoot suit’ 
for the final time.  Competing in one of the largest divisions within the regatta, 
Single Scull Open Division 1, Rosie had a comfortable win in the heat and 
advanced to the quarter-finals.  Meeting strong opponents in the progression of 
the quarter-final and semi-final races, Rosie rowed well to finish second in each 
race and earn a place in the A final.  A petite rower, Rosie was unfortunate with 
her lane draw and had to battle a strong head wind, along with her sculling 
rivals!  Although just missing out on a medal, Rosie is to be commended for her 
efforts to make the A final - the top four competitors. Well done.  

Prior to the Schoolgirls Regatta, Rosie enjoyed success at Rowing Victoria’s 
State Championships held on Lake Wendouree, Ballarat in early March.  Pairing 
up with a girl from Mercantile Rowing Club (Melbourne), Rosie received a 
bronze medal in the Female Lightweight Double Scull. Joining fellow rowers 
from Corio Bay Rowing Club, Rosie won a silver medal in the Female C Grade 
Pair (sweep rowing) and a gold medal in the Female A Grade Coxed Quad 
Scull.  A great effort, Rosie.  Rowing is a challenging and physically demanding 
sport and Rosie has impressed many with her achievements over the past few 
years.  I thank Rosie for her fine representation for the school and I wish her all 
the best with her future rowing endeavours 

YOUTH OF THE YEAR 

In September 2018, Rosie won the Belmont Lions ‘Youth of the Year’ 
competition.  This event focuses on the participants skills in public speaking 
(prepared and impromptu speeches), academic achievements, community 
involvement (school and beyond), general knowledge and personal 
presentation.  Rosie has successfully impressed various judging panels at 
Zone, Regional and District competitions to claim a place in the State Final, to 
be held in Carisbrook (central Victoria) on Saturday 6 April.  Along with 
submitting her already, outstanding (and ever expanding) ‘resume’, Rosie will 
again be required to complete a lengthy interview with a panel of judges and 
present two speeches.  A confident speaker, Rosie has given several excellent 
speeches at school events this year, including for International Women’s Day, 
our school Open Night and the recent Bullying No Way activities day.  Thanks 
to Rosie’s family for their support as they travel around the countryside to 
various competitions.  We wish Rosie all the best for the state final this 
weekend. Good luck.  

Louise Monotti 



 
On Wednesday 27th March, students from Ms Evans Yr 10 Legal Studies 
Class and Mr Zerafa’s Yr 12 Legal Studies class had a visit from retired 
County Court Judge, Jane Patrick. ‘With a career in the law of almost 29 
years, Her Honour was admitted to practice in July 1989 and worked as a 
solicitor for the Commonwealth Director of Public Prosecutions and then for 
the Victorian Equal Opportunity Commission. Signing the Bar Roll in May 
1995, Her Honour established a strong practice at the Bar, mainly in equal 
opportunity, employment law and crime. Her Honour was appointed as a 
Magistrate in January 2000, and sat on the bench of the Magistrates’ Court 
for just over eight years. She was a County Court Judge, in the Criminal 
Division from 2008 to 2018.’ (Taken from: County Court: Criminal Division 
Letter April 2018)  
 
It is not often students get the opportunity to ask a judge about their 
complex and challenging work. Our students relished the opportunity and 
asked some very thoughtful and insightful questions that will help guide 
them in their studies into Criminal Law. We look forward to welcoming Jane 
back in the future to inspire the next round of Legal Studies/Law students 
here at Oberon.  
 
Mr Zerafa and Miss Evans 
 

M
s

PUBLIC SPEAKING AT OBERON 

LEGAL STUDIES JUDGE VISIT: 
HER HONOUR JUDGE JANE PATRICK 

2019 is already shaping up to be a great year for public speaking at 
Oberon. Please consider participating in any up-coming opportunities. 
 
The dates for our Annual Public Speaking Festival are: 
 
Monday July 29th – Year 11 & 12 
Thursday August 1st- Year 9 & 10 
Friday August 2nd- Year 7 & 8 

 
 

‘ROSTRUM VOICE OF YOUTH’- PUBLIC SPEAKING COMPETITION 
 
On Sunday March 31st, ten of our students participated enthusiastically in 
the Regional final of the Rostrum Voice of Youth Public Speaking 
Competition. 
 
Our students competed marvellously against students from Christian 
College and St Joseph’s College. All of our students received 
acknowledgement and praise from the judges in regard to their preparation 
and delivery. 
 
We had eight junior students compete and two senior students. 
 
Junior Speakers: 
 
Leah Dellar  Tyson Hardman Claire Geddes 
Evie McKie  Niamh Wilson  Raegan Cameron 
Phoebe Connolly  Kai Bowie 
 
Senior Speakers: 
 
Makaylah Prigg and Abbey Geddes. 
 
All of our students spoke extremely well and are to be congratulated for 
their commitment and courage, displaying a great deal of future promise in 
public speaking. 
 
After competing against some strong opponents, congratulations to Kai 
Bowie for winning the Junior Regional Final and to Abbey Geddes for 
winning the Senior Regional Final. 
 
Kai and Abbey will now go on to compete in the Rostrum State Final in 
Melbourne on Sunday June 23rd. We wish Kai and Abbey the very best for 
the State Final and they will both be fierce competition for their opponents. 
 
LIONS CLUB PUBLIC SPEAKING COMPETITON 
 
Rosie Tunn- McGrath has been having enormous success in the Lions 
Club Senior Public Speaking Competiton. Since November last year, Rosie 
has competed in and won 3 levels of the competition. Rosie now holds the 
title of the District Winner and she will be competing in the State Final this 
weekend. We wish Rosie the very best for the State Final and thank her for 
representing our school so well. 
 

 

 



 
 LANGUAGES NEWS 

LANGUAGES CORNER 
 

Welcome/Selamat Datang/Willkommen/歓迎 youkoso to colours this week! 

 

  INDONESIAN  GERMAN  JAPANESE 
red  merah    rot   あか    aka 

yellow  kuning    gelb   きいろ    kiiro 

green  hijau    grün   みどり    midori 

blue  biru    blau   あお    ao 

black  hitam    schwarz  くろ    kuro 

white  putih    weiß   しろ     shiro 

pink  merah muda   rosa   ピンク    pinku 

purple  ungu    lila   むらさきmurasaki 

orange  jingga    orange   オレンジorenji 

grey  abu-abu   grau   はいいろhaiiro 

brown  cokelat    braun   ちゃいろchairo 
 

POSTCARD ONE FROM GERMANY 
 
The group arrived in Frankfurt safely on Sunday morning after a very long 
and turbulent flight via Bangkok. 
 
All students and teachers are staying with host families and have been 
enjoying the different lifestyle.  
 
We get up earlier and school starts at 8am, however we usually can go 
home at about 1pm and can enjoy the afternoon and evening. 
Marburg is a beautiful town and the food is amazing! 
 
We have been helping the younger German students with their English 
and are looking forward to the tour of Marburg on Wednesday.  
 
So far the weather has been rather warm, about 17C each day and 
sunny.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

YEAR 7 CAMP 

 

Adventure, Team Work, New Skills, Fun, Friendship, Memories 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Parents please note that school will be closed for the 

following Public Holidays: 
 

 MONDAY 22ND APRIL  -  EASTER MONDAY 

 THURSDAY 25TH  APRIL  -  ANZAC DAY 

The following days have been approved by the Oberon High School - 
School Council as student free for 2019: 
 

 Thursday 2nd May - Staff Professional Development Day (this 
date may change subject to availability of 
Guest Speakers) 

 Friday 14th June - Report Writing Day 

 Monday 12th August - Staff Professional 
Development Day 

 
Please mark these dates in your diary. 

STUDENT FREE DAYS 2019 

AN IMPORTANT REMINDER TO PARENTS 
PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 

 

YEAR 7 
 
Immunisations  will be held at School on Tuesday 30th 
April, 2019   
 

Year 7 Students:  

 HPV (Human Papillomavirus 

 Boostrix - Diphtheria, Tetanus and Whooping Cough (Pertussis) - 
One single injection 

 

 

YEAR 10 
 
Immunisations  will be held at School on Thursday 25th July, 2019  
 
Year 10 students: 

 Meningococcal ACWY 
 
Consent forms have been distributed and should have been returned to 
school even if your child does not require the immunisation. 
 
If parents have any questions regarding immunisations please call Barwon 
Health Immunisation on 42156962 or visit immune@barwonhealth.org.au. 

IMMUNISATIONS - YEARS 7 & 10 

Any interested Oberon girls please see Mrs 
Silo in Staff Room 6 at the start of next 

Term. 

 
The school is once again offering the option of an Oberon puffer jacket 
for students to provide greater warmth as the weather gets colder.  These 
puffer jackets are not purchased through our normal uniform supplier 
(PSW).    
 
Orders can be taken now.at the General Office where students can try on 
a sample of sizes.  The cost of the jacket is $75 and must be paid for 
before an order can be submitted.   
 
If you would like to receive jackets for early Term 2 please note that the 
deadline for orders is the last day of Term 1 (5th April, 2019).  Orders will 
still be taken during Term 2 but may take longer to arrive as we must 
have at least 5 jackets per order.   
 

OBERON PUFFER JACKETS 


