
Mental Health support for students 

The State Labour Government announced on 
Wednesday 8th May, that schools will receive support 
under the Mental Health Practitioners in Schools 
initiative. 

Secondary schools in the Barwon area will receive 
funding to employ either a psychologist or counsellor 
from Term 4 2019.  The time fraction allocation for 
each school is yet to be confirmed. 

 
Network Literacy & Numeracy support teachers 
As part of the State Government initiative to improve 
the Literacy and Numeracy outcomes of students, we 
have been allocated a teacher one day per week in 
both Literacy and Numeracy to work with students 
that have tested below the National Benchmark 
standards from 2018 NAPLAN testing. 

The teachers are Ashleigh Koo (Numeracy) who joins 
us from Creekside P-9 in Carolyn Springs and 
Katherine Roberts (Literacy) from North Geelong 
Secondary. 

If your child is identified to receive this extra support, 
the school will make contact with you to provide more 
details around the program. 

 
Cyber Safety workshop 
On Thursday 9th May we had the “Cyber Safety 
Project” team coming in to run sessions at Oberon for 
all Year 7 & 8 students followed by a session with our 
staff and then parents.    

The message, that resonated with me from the 
sessions, was that as parents and educators we must 
be continually having honest conversations with the 
children about safe social media use.  This space is 
changing so quickly and is currently, and will continue 
to be the main platform that young people use to 
communicate with each other. 

School Tours 
Over the past few weeks I have had the opportunity 
to take prospective groups of parents on tours of the 
school whilst the school has been in operation.  This 
is an opportunity that is always offered as a follow up 
to our Open Night, which is held at the end of Term 1. 

The feedback that I have consistently received from 
the parents, has been how impressed they are with 
the positive and settled learning environment across 
the school.  They also regularly comment on the 
positive relationships that they observe between the 
staff members and the students that they are 
teaching. 

Both the settled classroom and the positive 
interactions are key components in student learning 
being maximised.  Research has demonstrated, that 
schools with students who are content in their 
learning environment are more likely to take risks and 
extend themselves in their learning, resulting in 
improved outcomes. 
 
NAPLAN testing 
Our students began undertaking the online version of 
this testing in 2019 on Tuesday 14th and will conclude 
on Friday 24th May.  You may have read in media 
reports that some schools and students experienced 
issues with the online testing.  Some of our students 
experienced small interruptions on the first day, but 
then none were reported after this.   

As parents it is important to remember that NAPLAN 
assesses skills in literacy and numeracy that are 
developed over time.  NAPLAN is not a pass or fail 
type test, but rather shows how students are 
progressing in numeracy and literacy skills against 
national standards for all Australia children.   

An individual student NAPLAN report will be issued 
by the school later this year.  Parents can use this 
information to monitor how their child is progressing 
and to identify any areas of concern. 

 
 
MAY 

Mon 20th Yr 12 VCAL Geelong Ports 
 VCE Music Night - Barwon Club 
 Yr 7 Compass Exploration 

Tues 21st Year 8 Sport 

Wed 22nd Yr 7 Cybersafety  Presentation 
 Yr 11 Drama 

Thurs 23rd Year 7 Sport  
 Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea 

Frid 24th House Cross Country 
 Yr 12 VCAL Exc - Melbourne 
 Robotics Competition 
 Yr 11 Outdoor Ed - Live Wire Park 

Mon 27th Yr 7 Compass Exploration  
 Geelong Cross Country 

Thurs 30th World’s Greatest Shave 

Frid 31st Plain English Speaking Comp 

JUNE 

Mon 3rd Yr 11 Indo Excursion - Melbourne 

Tues 4th Junior Sport 
 VCE Drama Ensemble Performance 

Thurs 6th - Frid 7th Year 7 Groups: 7B & 7C Tech School Excursion  

Thurs 6th Yr 11 Course Work Due 

Fri 7th - Wed 13th Yr 11 Exams 

Frid 7th Year 10s Excursion to the Gordon Campuses P4-6 
 Yr 7 - Wellbeing Play (P5 & 6) 

Mon 10th Queens Birthday Public Holiday 

Tues 11th - Wed 12th Yr 7E Tech School Excursion 

Tues 11th Yr 12 Outdoor Ed - You Yangs Bushwalk 

Wed 12th GAT (General Achievement Test) 
 School Council Meeting 

Fri 14th Report Writing Day (No Students) 

Sun 16th School Production Rehearsal (9am - 10am) 
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The two members from the Cyber Safety Project who 
presented had some great strategies to discuss to 
ensure that the social media experience is positive. 

I encourage school community members to use the 
link below to access their website and to read some 
of strategies or sign up to their newsletter.  This is a 
free service and information can be accessed at 
https://www.cybersafetyproject.com.au/ 

 
Barwon Athletics 
It was great to hear approximately 90 of our students 
competed in the interschool athletics at Landy Field 
on Monday 6th May. 

Well done to all the students who represented the 
school and good luck to those students who won an 
event on the day and will progress through to the next 
round of competition. 

Overall we placed third, which is a great effort 
considering we are competing against some much 
larger schools.  We had wins in approximately 35 
events including relays.  The school won both, the 
junior boys and intermediate girls divisions. 

    
School Cross Country 
Well done to all of the students who competed in the 
school cross country at Eastern Park on Friday 17th 
May. 

 

Tim McMahon 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT CONT’D... 

YEAR 11 
 

June Exam Period  
Friday 7th June  - Thursday 13th June 
 
November Exam Period  
Thursday 14th November  - Tuesday 19th November 
 
Year 11 Formal - Wednesday 20th November 
 
Year 12 Commencement Program -  
Friday 22nd November - Tuesday 26th November 
 
Oberon Awards Day - Tuesday 17th December 
 

Year 12 
 
GAT (General Achievement Test) - Wednesday 12th June 
 
Last day of Year 12 Classes - Monday 21st October 
 
Year 12 Celebration Assembly - Tuesday 22nd October 
 
Year 12 End of Year Written Exams 

 Wednesday 30th October - Wednesday 20th November 
 
Valedictory Dinner - Monday 25th November 
 
Could parents of students in Year 11 & 12 please mark these 
dates in your calendar: 

VCE IMPORTANT DATES 

Oberon High School is again participating in the Australian  
Mathematics Competition this year on Thursday 1st August 

2019. 
 

In the past, students from each year level have  participated in 
this competition with junior, intermediate and senior sections. 

 
The following quote from the organisers of the competition state 
that: 

 
“The AMC is about promoting the practical application of 
mathematics in an enjoyable way to the average student, 

often uncovering talent not seen in regular classroom 
tests.” 

 
Entry forms with information have been given out by Maths 

Teachers, so if you are interested in your child taking part in this 
competition, please be sure they show you the form. 

 
If you would like your child to take part in this competition they 
can get another entry form from their current Maths Teacher or 

Mr Kadera in Staffroom 4. 

AUSTRALIAN MATHEMATICS 

Our next Whole School Community Service 
Activity for 2019 will be fundraising for the 
Leukaemia Foundation to help raise money to 
continue research into finding a cure for  
cancer and to help provide support for those 
people suffering from cancer.  The students in 
Year 9A Enhancement Program are planning, 
organising and hosting the day. 
 
World’s Greatest Shave will be happening on Thursday 30th 
May.  This will be a casual dress day (gold coin donation please) 
with entertainment, BBQ lunch and cold drinks sold at lunchtime 
(students will be advised of details closer to the event).  We will 
also be running a Hamper Raffle to be drawn on this day.  We 
are working to reinstate a highlight of the event for the  
students—the ‘Dunk Tank’ starring Mr McMahon & Mr Baker. 
 
We have eight students who have already volunteered and one 
staff member who will be shaving their heads on the day.  Last 
year we raised more than $6,000 so we are hoping to continue 
our success this year.  Please note that qualified hairdressers 
are responsible for the hair  
cutting. 
 
Any questions or to collect a permission form please see Greg 
Burgess in Staffroom 1 or via phone on 5243 4444. 
 
Donations of chocolates, lollies, vouchers or other suitable items 
would be greatly appreciated for the raffle hampers.  These can 
be left at the office or given directly to Mr Burgess. 
 
Thank you on behalf of Year 9A Enhancement Class 

WORLD’S GREATEST SHAVE 

Congratulations to two of our Year 9 students; 
Caitlin Dawber and Callie Barnes for their  
achievement in scouting. 

On Saturday 4th May they were awarded the 
‘Australian Scout Medallion’, the highest award 
in scouting.  The girls were presented their 
awards at the State ceremony held in Mel-
bourne in front of very proud parents and their 
peers. 

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS 

https://www.cybersafetyproject.com.au/


 

  LANGUAGES NEWS 

POSTCARD 3 FROM GERMANY 

When you read this final postcard we will already be back at Oberon! 

After the German school holidays our final week in Germany rushed past.  

We travelled by bus to Berlin for four days on an amazing school trip. We 
learnt about the division of Germany into East and West, visited an East-
West border crossing museum, did a bike ride around the site 
of the Berlin Wall, visited the Wall Gallery, the DDR museum 
and the Reichstagsgebäude (German parliament building). Our 
youth hostel was in the old east and we travelled between east 
and West Berlin on many occasions. Both the food and 
shopping were great. We attended the Blue Man Group show 
on the last night and travelled home to Marburg via the magical 
palace Sanssouci in Potsdam. 

We had one final day at school in Germany and then participated in the 
Australian Evening activities. All students had to do a presentation in 

German to the audience of teachers, families and 
friends. We all spoke really well, however 
the food provided by our host families 
was a highlight! 

On Friday 3
rd

 May our cases were 
packed, mostly overflowing with 
chocolate, lollies and clothes, and we 
headed by bus to Frankfurt for the long 
flight home. We arrived safely at 

Melbourne Airport on 
Saturday night after a hectic transfer at 
Bangkok Airport! 

Sadly our five week exchange experience is over, 
however we have all learnt so much and look forward to 
sharing our stories with you all in the next few weeks! 

Congratulations to Abbey Geddes of Year 10 on being shortlisted for the Goethe-Institute schol-
arship to Germany. She attended an interview in Melbourne on April 24

th
 and performed very well. 

Unfortunately there was only one scholarship to travel to Germany and Abbey was not the lucky win-
ner. We are very proud of her effort and achievement. 

MONTHS BULAN die Monate 月    つき Tsuki 

January Januari Januar 一月   いちがつ ichigatsu 

February Pebruari Februar 二月    にがつ nigatsu 

March Maret März 三月    さんがつ sangatsu 

April April April 四月    しがつ shigatsu 

May Mei Mai 五月    ごがつ gogatsu 

June Juni Juni 六月    ろくがつ rokugatsu 

July Juli Juli 七月    しちがつ shichigatsu 

August Agustus August 八月    はちがつ hachigatsu 

September September September 九月    くがつ kugatsu 

October Oktober Oktober 十月    じゅうがつ juugatsu 

November November November 十一月 じゅういちがつ juuichigatsu 

December Desember Dezember 十二月 じゅうにがつ juunigatsu 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
PUBLIC SPEAKING AT OBERON 

OBERON SWIMMING & DIVING 2019 

Last week Oberon saw the end of this year’s swimming and diving program when we sent seven  
students to Melbourne to compete in the Western Metro and State Diving.  With a 6am start in order 
to get to the Melbourne Swimming & Aquatic Centre in time to take part in the pre-competition  
coaching clinic.  Our seven students had a great day, all coming home with WMR medals!  
Tyler Wilson went on to place third in the state finals. 
Pictured below from L to R are Danny Houliston, Joe Pike, Amelie Parfitt, Ruby Winter, Lucy  
Bretherton, Zoe McKinnon and Tyler Wilson. Well done to all of you and thanks also to Kim Hogue 
(parent) for helping with transport to 
Melbourne. 
 
Of course we have also been involved in 
four swimming carnivals, starting with 
our own house carnival when we had a 
great day and an exciting finish with 
Cameron just pipping Greeves for the 
win in the last event of the day.  
 
Students once again showed a great 
level of participation and also took  
advantage of the water slide and free 
swims. 
 
Well done to Miss Ellard and Mr Claney 
for organising the event for the first time. 
 
The age group champions for the Oberon carnival are listed below. 

In the Barwon / Bellarine carnival that followed Oberon had a squad of 54 students, and apart from 
the divers mentioned above, the following students won events and qualified for the WMR carnival. 
 
Hayden Gilbert (50m Br & 50m Free), Will Brennan (50m Br, 50 Free & 50m Bk), Harvey Martin (50m 
Fly, 50m Bk, 100m Bk, 200IM & 400m Free). Also the 20Y Boys Medley Relay and the 17Y Boys 
Freestyle Relay.  Oberon won the Senior Boys Pennant and came 3rd overall. 

 
In the WMR carnival we had a small squad of around 
ten boys but unfortunately no girls this year.  
 
The competition was strong, and this year, after just 
missing out in 2018 with five second places, Harvey 
Martin won the 100m backstroke to progress to the 
state championships, which were held in Melbourne. 
Harvey (left) came a very creditable 4th in the state, 
which was a great effort. 
 
Well done to all Oberon swimmers and divers who 
competed this year.  See you in the water in 2020!  
 
 

Rob Neal 

AGE LEVEL  GIRLS BOYS 

13 Yr Miette Thomson Hayden Gilbert 

14 Yr Amelie Parfitt Angus Martin 

15 Yr Malaika Yenkeni Kurt Armistead 

16 Yr Emerson Stead Harvey Martin 

17 Yr Ellie Pickles & Ruby Winter William Winter 

20 Yr Bonnie Hodge Tyler Wilson 



 

Year 7s who missed their Vaccines MUST catch up prior to 26/5/19 to continue in the school program (there must be 6 months between dose 1 & 2). 

 

Immunisation Centre Immunisation Hours 

Belmont Community Health Centre 
Barwon Health 
1-17 Reynolds Road, Belmont, 3216. 
  
(Please note that this is the Barwon Health 
building, not the Maternal Child Health building) 
  

Wednesday morning (Appointment only) 
9 am - 12.30pm 
  
Open sessions (No appointment required) 
Wed and Friday afternoons 1.30pm - 4.45pm 
  
Saturday morning (Appointment only) 
08.30am – 12.15 pm 

Corio Community Health Centre 
Barwon Health 
2 Gellibrand St, Corio, 3214. 

Every Wednesday 9.30 am - 11.45 am 
(No appointment required) 

Newtown “Ariston” 
245 Pakington St, Newtown, 3220. 
  

1st Friday of each month 9.30am -11.45am 
(No appointment required) 
 

Ocean Grove -Boorai Centre (behind Aquatic Centre) 
4-50 Shell Rd, Ocean Grove, 3226. 

2nd and 4th Friday of each month 9.30am -11.45am 

(No appointment required) 

Newcomb Library Meeting Room (upstairs) 
Corner  Wilsons Rd & Bellarine Highway, Newcomb, 3219. 

1st and 3rd  Friday of each month 9.30 – 11.45am 
(No appointment required) 

Immunisations  will be held at School on  

Thursday 25th July, 2019  

Year 10 students:  Meningococcal ACWY 

Consent forms have been distributed and should have been 
returned to school even if your child does not require the 
immunisation. 

If parents have any questions regarding immunisations please call 
Barwon Health Immunisation on 42156962 or visit 
immune@barwonhealth.org.au 

 

 

An important reminder that Parents/Guardians and other visitors 
to Oberon High School must report to the General Office when 
they enter the school grounds for a meeting, to pick up your 
child from Sick Bay, for an appointment or for any other reason.   
 
Your assistance in this matter is appreciated. 

VISITORS TO THE SCHOOL 
MUST REPORT TO GENERAL OFFICE 

YEAR 7 VACCINE CATCH UP 

IMMUNISATIONS - YEAR 10 



 


