
This Committee will be comprised of representatives 
from the Oberon High School Council including the 
Principal, School Council President, a Staff 
Representative, a Parent Representative, a Student 
Representative, a member of the Victorian School 
Building Authority Major Projects team and a 
representative from the Department of Education – 
Regional Office.  It is anticipated that this committee 
will be meeting on a monthly basis. 
 
Victorian School Building Authority Fact Sheet 
The Victorian School Building Authority have 
developed an information sheet relating to the new 
school at Armstrong Creek.   This sheet will be posted 
on their website.  For community members interested 
in this, a copy will also be posted on the School 
Website under the Armstrong Creek tab. 
 
Subject Information Evenings 
The school ran a Subject Information evening on 
Thursday 25th July for students moving from Year 9 
into Year 10 and for Year 10 students moving into 
VCE/VCAL/VET .  It was great to see so many 
students and their parents in attendance to discuss 
their future pathway options.   
 
As a follow up, there will be Student/Parent Subject 
Selection Conferences on Monday 6th August for 
students moving from Year 10 into Year 11. 
 
If parents/students were not able to make it to the 
information evening on Thursday 25th July, I 
encourage you to make contact with our careers team 
as soon as possible as it is vitally important for both 
students and parents to be fully informed when 
making future subject selections.   
 
 
 
 

As this is the first newsletter for this term, I welcome 
everyone back to Term 3 and the second half of the 
year.  I hope that everyone had a relaxing mid-year 
break and has made a great start to second semester.   
 
There are minimal changes to our staffing for Term 3, 
however Mr Chris Sly will remain on leave for this term 
as he rehabilitates from his knee replacement.  Ms 
Caitlyn Parfett who replaced Mr Sly for Term 2 will 
remain with us for Term 3. 
 
Armstrong Creek Update 
The land is now being cleared and levelled.  Kane 
Constructions have located all of their site offices 
onsite and once these preliminary works are 
completed, work will begin on the construction phase. 
 
To oversee the transition of the school to the new site 
for the start of the 2021 school year, the Department 
of Education (DET) and the Victorian School Building 
Authority (VSBA) have established an Oberon High 
School Relocation Planning Committee. This has 
been established for the following purposes:  

 Support planning for the relocation of Oberon 
High School to the Armstrong Creek Education 
precinct 

 Ensure compliance with Department policies and 
regulations 

 Approve the necessary actions ahead of school 
relocation 

 Ensure appropriate procurement and 
accountability is exercised through the relocation 
period 

 Support neighbouring schools with guidelines 
regarding transition and enrolment 

 Report progress and issues to the 2021 VSBA/
DET New Schools Steering Committee 

 JULY 

Mon 29th Yrs. 11 & 12 Public Speaking 

Tues 30th Yr 8 Public Speaking 

 SBAT Information Night Geelong HS 

Wed 31st Yr 12 Systems Engineering excursion 

AUGUST 

Thurs 1st Yrs. 9 & 10 Public Speaking 

Frid 2nd Yr. 7 Public Speaking 

Mon 5th Yr 10 Systems– Tech School excursion 

 Yr 8 girls’ hockey 

Wed 7th Yr 8 boys’ hockey 

Thurs 8th Yr 10 subject selection interviews 

 Legacy Public Speaking 

Frid 9th Yr 7 boys’ & girls’ hockey 

 Yr 12 Food Technology excursion 

Mon 12th Whole  School PD day–  student free day 

 RSA course for Yr 12s  

Tues 13th Music Concert 6.00pm 

Wed 14th Wellbeing Play Yr 10 

 School Council meeting 6.30pm 

Thurs 15th Yr 9 Careers counselling interviews 15-16 Aug 

 Yr 7 Sport  

Wed 21st Yrs. 11 & 12 Outdoor Ed ski camp 

 Yr 8/9 Author visit (Shivaun Plozza) 

Mon 26th Yr 10 Leadership Camp (Mittagundi)  

Wed 28th Empowerment Yr 10 Personal Development program 

 Yrs. 7 & 8 Student Led Conferences 

SEPTEMBER 

Wed 4th Yr 7 Author visit 4-6 Sept 

Thurs 5th Yr 12s study session 

Absence Hotline - 03 5215 9733 Issue 11 - Friday 26th July, 2019 

12 Pickett Crescent, Belmont, 3216              Ph: 5243 4444          
Web: www.oberonhs.vic.edu.au       Email: oberon.hs@edumail.vic.gov.au 
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Students and families should please note the  

following expectations in regard to both Summer and  
Winter Uniform: 

There are many long sleeve uniform options for  
students to choose from. Students should not wear 
any long sleeve top under their polo shirts, or under 
the  
Summer dress. 

The Summer dress is a Summer uniform. Stockings/
tights should not be worn under the Summer dress. 

Thankyou for your help in reinforcing our Uniform  
expectations. 

UNIFORM EXPECTATIONS 

Public Speaking Festival 
The Oberon High School Public Speaking Festival will 
begin on Monday 29th July and continue until Friday 
2rd August.  Pleasingly once again large numbers of 
students have put themselves forward to participate.   
 
Thank you to Mrs Julie Buso and the English Learning 
Team who have been instrumental in the organisation 
of this wonderful learning experience. 
 
Whole School PD  
The next student free day is scheduled for Monday 
12th August.  The focus of the staff professional 
learning on this day is around improving the manner 
and forms in which we provide feedback to the 
students.   The educational research has consistently 
shown that specific and targeted feedback is essential 
if students are to show learning growth at above the 
expected learning rate.  
  
State Cross Country 
Well done the students that qualified to compete at 
the State Cross Country titles on Thursday 18th July at 
Bundoora.  To qualify to compete at this level is a 
wonderful achievement and something you should be 
very proud of.  Thank you to Ms Tess Ellard who 
organised the team.   
 
Whilst all students performed admirably, Sarah 
Dickson (Year 7) and Bridget Brown (Year 10) both 
finished ninth in their respective divisions. 
 
Mobile Phone Ban 
The school community will no doubt have heard in the 
media at the end of last term, that the State 
Government will be banning student use of mobile 
phones whilst at school from the start of the 2020 
school year.  The current school policy will need to be 
amended to abide by the new guidelines.   
 
Parent Opinion Surveys 
The Parent Opinion Survey is completed annually by 
the Department of Education and Training and is 
conducted amongst a sample of randomly selected 
parents at every school in Victoria.  
 
This year, about 30 per cent of parents will be invited 
to participate.  All responses to the survey are 
anonymous. 
 
The survey helps our school gain an understanding of 
how you view our school climate, student 
engagement, and relationships.  
 
Our school will use the results to inform school 
planning and improvement strategies.  
 
The survey will be conducted online by ORIMA 
Research Pty Ltd and only takes 15 minutes to 
complete. If you are invited to participate in the 
survey, this can be accessed from Monday 22nd July 
to Sunday 11th August. 
 

YEAR 11 
November Exam Period  
Thursday 14th November  - Tuesday 
19th November 

Year 11 Formal - Wednesday 20th 
November 

Year 12 Commencement Program -  
Friday 22nd November - Tuesday 26th November 

Oberon Awards Day - Tuesday 17th December 
 
Year 12 
Last day of Year 12 Classes - Monday 21st 
October 
Year 12 Celebration Assembly - Tuesday 22nd 
October 

Year 12 End of Year Written Exams 
Wednesday 30th October - Wednesday 20th 
November 
Valedictory Dinner - Monday 25th November 
 
Could parents of students in Year 11 & 12 please 

mark these dates in your calendar 

VCE IMPORTANT DATES 

School Uniform 
It has been a very cold start to the term but it is 
important that all students are still attending school in 
full school uniform.   
 
It is great to see so many of the students wearing 
layers to keep themselves warm including the Oberon 
puffer jacket and we encourage this.  However, 
students are not to wear hoodies or other jackets over 
the top of their school uniform.  It is also not our 
school uniform policy to allow students to wear the 
Oberon High School tracksuit pants, these are 
allowed to be worn in PE classes or when 
representing the school in sport. 
 
Your support with this is most appreciated.  
 

 
 

Tim McMahon 
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As part our commitment to supporting parents around Cyber issues, we will be running a focus in every  
newsletter. Earlier in the year we had the “CyberSafetyProject” come in to run a range of workshops with  
student, parents & teachers. Their website is a great source of information, so visit at https://
www.cybersafetyproject.com.au/  
 

Please feel free to send through any suggestions for topics you’d like some support with. 
 

Josh Baker 

International Competitions and Assessments for Schools (ICAS) is a program of academic competitions coor-
dinated through the University of New South Wales. Oberon would like to encourage any student who is inter-
ested in entering any of these to do so. The tests are completed online and will be done here at school. The 
cost for each paper / test is $14.50. Students might select one or two types of test to sit, depending on their 
particular strengths and interests. Please contact Mr. Burgess for further information. Interested students 
should register at the general office by Monday 19th August. 
 
The sitting dates for each test are listed below. 

 

ICAS SUBJECT ICAS SITTING DATES YEAR LEVELS ELIGIBLE 

Digital Technologies 2nd – 4th September Year 7-10 

Science 4th – 6th September Year 7-12 

Writing 9th – 11th September Year 7-12 

Spelling 11th – 13th September Year 7 only 

English 16-18th September Year 7-12 

Mathematics 18th – 20th September Year 7-12 

Automatically Hide Offensive Comments: 
When this feature is turned on inappropriate, offensive or bullying  
comments that users may receive are automatically filtered out from 
posts, stories and live videos: 

1.     Go to your profile  

2.     Select Settings. 

3.     Select Privacy and Security. 

4.     Tap Comment Controls. 

5.     Tap next to Hide Offensive Comments to turn it on. 
 
Once the offensive comment filter is turned on, you can also turn on a keyword filter to hide comments that 
contain specific words, phrases and even emojis that you don’t want seen. You can include any terms that you 
know your child may be being called or targeted with.  

1.     Go to your profile 
2.     Tap Settings. 

3.     Tap Privacy and Security. 

4.     Tap Comment Controls. 

5.     Make sure that Hide Offensive Comments is turned on. 

6.     Tap next to Manual Filter to turn it on. 

7.    Add any terms or phrase you wish to be filtered out.  

 

INSTAGRAM 

CYBER SAFETY REPORT 

ICAS COMPETITIONS FOR 2019 

https://www.cybersafetyproject.com.au/
https://www.cybersafetyproject.com.au/


 

  

Head Start is a new education pathway for secondary school students that 
complements school-based education with an apprenticeship or traineeship. 
Students can choose to complete their VCE or VCAL over three years  
alongside paid on-the-job training that leads to a qualification.  
Head Start is designed to give students the confidence, capabilities and skills that 
employers in growth industries need. The program recognises that students learn in 
different ways, have different passions and empower their own career choices.   

WHY GET A HEAD START?  
Head Start students receive:  

 career planning advice from the school career practitioner to find the right pathway  

 a Head Start Pathway Plan tailored to the specific needs of the student and the employer  

 one-on-one support from a Head Start Coordinator to keep students on the right track  

 quality-assured training through TAFEs and Skills First contracted providers  

 a VCE or VCAL certificate   

 significant progress towards, or completion of, a trade qualification  

 payment of a fair training wage 

HEAD START COURSES 
Head Start students can choose from apprenticeships and traineeships in key industries such as building,  
construction, community services and health, business and primary industries. 

Over time the focus will expand to new high end, technology based courses to meet the growing needs of  
businesses. 

HOW DOES HEAD START WORK WITH SCHOOL? 
Depending on the requirement of the employer, it is expected that at a minimum student will undertake paid 
employment for:  one day per week in Year 10; two days per week in Year 11; three days per week paid in 
Year 12 Option for Year 12 over two years if required. 

For more information, visit www.education.vic.gov.au/headstart OR 
speak to Emma Watson, Head Start Coordinator – Oberon High School (03) 5243 4444  

Missed Meningococcal ACWY vaccine can be obtained via Barwon health immunisation  
(see timetable below) or your GP 

 
Please note, all vaccines are now recorded on the AIR ( Australian Immunisation Register) .  
We look forward to seeing your Year 7’s on Tuesday 26/11/19 for their final dose of Gardasil vaccine.  

How Can I Access A Vaccination Record on the AIR? 
You can access a vaccination record on the AIR in several ways: 

 Print a copy of your (or your child’s) Immunisation History Statement from your myGov account 

 Call the AIR on 1800 653 809 

 This link will generate a certificate to be sent to the address registered at AIR https://www1.medicareaustralia.gov.au/
ssl/acircirgcert#1 

 Email air@humanservices.gov.au 

 Visit a Medicare or Centrelink office 

 Visit you GP or local council immunisation service 

Immunisation Centre Immunisation Hours 

Belmont Community Health Centre 
Barwon Health 

1-17 Reynolds Road, Belmont, 3216.  
(Please note that this is the Barwon Health 

building, not the Maternal Child Health building) 

Wednesday morning (Appointment only)  9 am - 12.30pm  
Open sessions (No appointment required) 

Wed and Friday afternoons 1.30pm - 4.45pm  
Saturday morning (Appointment only) 

08.30am – 12.15pm 

Corio Community Health Centre 
Barwon Health,  2 Gellibrand St, Corio, 3214. 

Every Wednesday 9.30am - 11.45am 
 

Newtown “Ariston”, 245 Pakington St, Newtown, 3220. 1
st
 Friday of each month 9.30am -11.45am 

Ocean Grove -Boorai Centre (behind Aquatic Centre) 
4-50 Shell Rd, Ocean Grove, 3226. 

2
nd

 and 4
th
 Friday of each month 9.30am -11.45am 

 

Newcomb Library meeting room (upstairs) 
Corner  Wilsons Rd & Bellarine Highway, Newcomb, 3219. 

1st and 3
rd

  Friday of each month 9.30 – 11.45am 
    (No appointment required) 

HELPING STUDENTS GET A CAREER HEAD START 

YEAR 10 STUDENTS 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/headstart


 

LANGUAGE NEWS IN 2018 

Fifteen students, along with Ibu Marini and School Principal (Kepala Sekolah) Bapak Tri Ismu 
from SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Yogyakarta, visited Oberon High School for the very first time. It 
was a very exciting time for Oberon Indonesian students who were able to meet students from 
our sister school.  

Arriving on Sunday our host families showed our new friends the many sights of Geelong and 
the Surf Coast. 

At school on Monday 8E Indonesian class shared a great cultural exchange with MUHI  
students with Tim Tams as well whilst 8B Indonesian conducted a tour of the school. Mrs Silo 
and Elaine worked wonders in the kitchens creating wattleseed damper and eucalyptus butter 
with our guests.  Year 9 Indonesian students heard a presentation from MUHI students about 
their school and then played Australian sports with our visitors.  

After lunch the Year 11 Indonesian class, of whom most had visited MUHI last year,  
engaged in some burning issues and games.  

At General Assembly on Tuesday morning MUHI students shared their experiences and  
presented Mr McMahon with a beautiful gift of a filigree Borobudur Temple which was going 
straight to the pool room!  

With a tour of the Geelong Botanical Gardens and a bit of shopping in  
Geelong, students and staff from SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Yogyakarta left 
Oberon Tuesday afternoon to continue their tour of Melbourne, Canberra and 
Sydney. 

A huge thank you is extended to our Oberon families for hosting our sister 
school students and for our school community for embracing the opportunity 
to meet and greet our guests and make them feel welcome. Fortunately the 
winter weather was kind to our tropical friends. Terima kasih banyak! 

VISIT TO THE UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE – GERMAN CAREERS DAY 
Forty students from the Years 9 and 10 German classes travelled to Melbourne last Thursday with Frau Ray 
and Frau Nash to attend the Goethe-Institute Careers day. All students signed into workshops according to 
their interests, e.g. medical, science, research, studying in Germany, etc. Navigating their way from different  
buildings and finding lecture theatres was a great learning experience. Students came away with a knowledge 
of how valuable learning German can be in their future pathways.  
 

GERMAN POETRY COMPETITION – REGIONAL FINAL AUGUST 1
st

 
Years 7, 8 and 9 students are busy learning their poems for the Regional Final 
which will be held after school on Thursday 1st August commencing at 5.45pm at 
the German Club in Norlane. Students who know their poem by heart will receive 
an invitation to perform. Contact either Frau Ray or Frau Nash for additional  
information. 
 

GERMAN SISTER SCHOOL TRIP 2020 
The first information meeting for next year’s trip will be held on Monday 19th Au-
gust at 7pm in the Oberon HS library. All interested students and parents are encouraged to attend.  

LANGUAGES CORNER - ANIMALS 

dog anjing der Hund   いぬ inu 

cat kucing die Katze    ねこ neko 

bird burung der Vogel    とり tori 

horse kuda das Pferd うま uma 

fish ikan der Fisch     さかな sakana 

cow sapi die Kuh       うし ushi 

chicken ayam das Huhn         にわとり niwatori 

pig babi das Schwein   ぶた Buta 

goat kambing die Ziege     やぎ yagi 

rabbit kelinci das Kaninchen うさぎ usagi 

OUR INDONESIAN SISTER SCHOOL COMES TO OBERON 



A large variety of lost property, including un-named 
uniform items is on the table in the Sick Bay awaiting 
collection. 

Parents please remind your students to check the Sick 
Bay if they have lost any belongings. 

The Sick Bay will be open on Parent/Teacher/Student 
Conference Day on Thursday 19th April and parents are 
welcome to check the table on that day. 

Any items not claimed will, in the near future, be either 
donated to families in need or disposed of. 

LOST PROPERTY IN 2018 

Parents please note the following telephone 
number that can be used for daily absences and 
other attendance issues: 

 

Absence Hotline - Call 5215 9733 – to report an 
absence by leaving a message or to speak 
directly to the Student Attendance Officer - state 
the date, student’s full name and reason for 
absence.     OR 
You can send a message through the parent 
portal . 

ABSENCE LINE PHONE NUMBER 

Available in the School’s Second-hand Uniform Shop 

ONLY AVAILABLE TO YEARS 11 & 12 STUDENTS 

Please note:  These (new) 2nd Hand uniforms will be phased out at the end of 2020. 

ALL Students MUST be in the new Oberon High School uniform at the start of 2021  

(NEW) SECOND-HAND SCHOOL UNIFORMS 

MID YEAR  CLEARANCE 

Uniform Item 
Price 
Now 

Uniform Item 
Price 
Now 

Uniform Item 
Price 
Now 

Price 
Was 

Price 
Was 

Price 
Was 

Winter Kilt $40 Girls Navy Pants $20 Rugby Top $32.50 $80 $40 $65 

Spray Jackets $35 Long Sleeve Polo Shirts $17 
Short Sleeve Polo 

Shirts 
 $15 $70 $34 $30 

Summer Dress $25 Sports Polo Shirt $16 Sports Shorts (Girls) $12.50 $50 $32 $25 

Sports Shorts (Boys) 
$12.5

0 
Sports Tract Pants  $21 School Back Pack $20 $25 $42 $40 

If your son or daughter becomes unwell at school they need to 
ask for permission from their teacher to come 
straight to the Office to be signed into Sick Bay. 

If the student is too unwell to remain at school a 
staff member in the office will then telephone a 
parent. For safety reasons it is important for 
students not to telephone their parents 

themselves. 

Please remind your son or daughter that Sick Bay is a place 
for sick students to rest before being picked up by a parent or 
to rest for 15 minutes before returning to class.  It is not a 
place for extended stays. 

It is vitally important for parents to provide up to date contact 
numbers and emergency numbers in case of illness or 
emergency. 

Please remember that if your child is sick the best place for 
them to recover is at home. 

SICK BAY - AN IMPORTANT NOTICE 

The following day has been approved by the Oberon 
High School - School Council as student free for 2019: 

Monday 12th August 
Staff Professional Development Day 

Please mark this date in your diary. 

STUDENT FREE DAY 2019 


