
School Planning 2020 

The school is currently planning for the 2020 school 
year.  If you are aware that your son/daughter is not 
returning to the school for the 2020 could you please 
contact the school as soon as possible and leave a 
message with one of our Assistant Principals. 

Year 10 Leadership Camp  

Two staff members and twenty Year 10 students will 
be participating in a Leadership Camp from Monday 
26th August till Friday 31st August at Mittagundi 
Outdoor Education centre. 

 
Tim McMahon 

School Music Concert 

On Tuesday 13th August the school held a music 
concert titled ‘Hits From the 60’s and 70’s’.  It was 
great to see so many students, parents and other 
family members in attendance to support the students 
who were involved.  I wish to congratulate all of the 
students who performed during the evening and also 
to the staff members Mrs Anita Barlow-Burman and 
Ms Renae Barnett who organised the evening.    

School Council meeting 

At our School Council meeting on Wednesday 14th 
August we discussed a range of issues around the 
relocation of the school to Armstrong Creek.  These 
included - future bussing arrangements, active 
transport options, school name, construction 
milestones and relocation considerations.  I will be 
discussing these with DET and the Victorian School 
Building Authority (VBSA) at our next planning 
meeting. 

In regards to active transport options - Geelong 
Council is currently seeking input from the wider 
Geelong community to inform their future planning 
around bike and walking pathways.  If you are 
interested in contributing to this survey, see the 
information provided in this newsletter by School 
Council President Scott Barnes.  The instructions 
associated with this survey have also been uploaded 
to the XUNO Parent Portal. 

Years 7 & 8 Student Led Conferences 

On Wednesday 28th August, Year 7 & 8 Parents/
Guardians are encouraged to participate in the 
Student Led Conferences whereby their children will 
be able to showcase a portfolio of work on their IPads 
that has been undertaken across the subjects during 
the year.   

 

 

 AUGUST 

Mon 26th Yr 10 Leadership Camp (Mittagundi)  

 Grade 5 Public Speaking 

Wed 28th Empowerment Yr 10 Personal Development program 

 Yrs. 7 & 8 Student Led Conferences 

Frid 30th Chess Kids Competition – Library 

SEPTEMBER 

Mon 2nd Yr 8/9 Author visit 

Wed 4th - 6th  Yr 7 Author visit  

Thurs 5th Yr 12s study session 

Frid 6th Yr 12 Biolab  BHS 

                         Yr 12 VCAL Jamie Oliver Workshop 

Sat 7th Yr 12 VCD folio workshop 

Sun 8th            Yr 12 VCD folio workshop 

Sun 8th - 20 Yr 10 Indonesian trip 

Sun 8/9-19/10 Vic Young Leaders to Indonesia 

Mon 9th-13th  Yr 9 River Rafting Leadership Camp 

Wed 11th School Council meeting 6.30pm 

Thurs 12th       Yr 12 VCD Folios Due 

Frid 13th Yr 12 Chem.– Ecolinc 

                          RUOK? Day 

                          Yr 12 VCAL Jamie Oliver Workshop 

Mon 16th          Yr 12 VCAL PDS - excursion to Geelong Botanical 
Gardens 

Tues 17th Year 9 Mock Interviews in Library 

Thurs 19th Yr 9 Big Day Out 

Frid 20th Yr 12 VCAL Jamie Oliver Workshop 

Frid 20th Last day of Term 3– 2.30pm finish 

OCTOBER 

Mon 7th First day of Term 4 
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 PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Are you interested in encouraging active transport 
(walking and riding)? 

Some of our students would like to walk or ride more 
often, and maybe even to our school when we move 
to Armstrong Creek. 

To help ensure our new school is considered in  
Geelong Council's planning of future shared pathways 
please go to the link below and spend a minute or two 
adding or voting on path links or print and fill out a  
paper survey.  

Closing date is August 31st, don't miss out! 

https://www.geelongaustralia.com.au/yoursay/
item/8d6f8a923b5376d.aspx   

Go to the online forum (link above) and find the "pin" 
on the site of our new school (as shown on the 
screenshot below) and add your comment or vote. 

Scott Barnes 
School Council President 

GEELONG COUNCIL ACTIVE 
TRANSPORT SURVEY 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.geelongaustralia.com.au%2Fyoursay%2Fitem%2F8d6f8a923b5376d.aspx&data=02%7C01%7Cmcmahon.timothy.f%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Cc647cabe8fea45f3beab08d721758e73%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.geelongaustralia.com.au%2Fyoursay%2Fitem%2F8d6f8a923b5376d.aspx&data=02%7C01%7Cmcmahon.timothy.f%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Cc647cabe8fea45f3beab08d721758e73%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7


 

YEAR 11 

November Exam Period  
Thursday 14th November  - Tuesday 19th 
November 

Year 11 Formal - Wednesday 20th November 

Year 12 Commencement Program -  

Friday 22nd November - Tuesday 26th November 

Oberon Awards Day - Tuesday 17th December 
 

Year 12 

Last day of Year 12 Classes - Monday 21st October 

Year 12 Celebration Assembly - Tuesday 22nd October 

Year 12 End of Year Written Exams 

 Wednesday 30th October - Wednesday 20th November 

Valedictory Dinner - Monday 25th November 

Could parents of students in Year 11 & 12 please mark these 
dates in your calendar 

VCE IMPORTANT DATES 

Call 5215 9733 to report an  
absence for your child. 

Please state your student’s name 
and reason for their absence and 
the date or dates that they will be 

absent. 

ABSENCE LINE 
PHONE NUMBER 

Congratulations to Year 11 student Ruby Winter and  
Year 12 student Rosie Tunn-McGrath 

Both girls are members of the Barwon Heads U18 Girls Football team.  Last weekend the 
team competed in the AFL Barwon Female Football League’s Grand Final against St Albans 
and came out convincing winners 39 points to 6 points. 

Ruby has been playing girls football for 4 years and had played 1 year in boys football.  This 
year Ruby was 5th in the club’s Best & Fairest Vote Count. 

This year was Rosie’s first year playing girls football and was 4th in the club’s Best & Fairest 
Vote Count.  The team ended the season as 3rd on the ladder. 

The week before, the U18 Barwon Heads Girls team played St Mary’s (undefeated for the 
whole season) in the preliminary final and won by a ‘nail biting’ 4 points. 

Congratulations to you both on a great year and achievement. 

STUDENT SUCCESS  

Year 9 Students Participate in Careers Counselling Interviews 

As part of the Education Department’s new initiative, all Year 9 students across Victoria accessed the Morrisby 
Online Careers Assessment and followed this up with a one on one interview with a Careers Counsellor.  Last 
Thursday and Friday saw the library abuzz with our Year 9s engaged in deep discussion about their  Morrisby 
profiles and their career aspirations. Many parents also took the opportunity to attend and participate in the  
conversation. This program will be rolled out again next year and we look forward to more encouraging careers 
conversations. 

CAREERS NEWS 



Education Perfect 2019 Languages World Championships 
This competition starts next week; 

4pm on Tuesday 27th August 
and finishes at  

4pm on Tuesday 3rd September 
All students have 9 days to get as many points and awards for themselves and the school as possible whilst 
learning Languages! 

Go Oberon!!! 
German Poetry State Final 
On Saturday 5 students represented Oberon at the State Final of the German Poetry 
Competition at the Austrian Club in Heidelberg, Melbourne: 

Year 7: Hazel Burgess 
Year 8: Claire Geddes, Luka von Aderkas McFarlane 
Year 9: Joshua Palmer, Jeremy Palmer 

 
Whilst we had no major prize winners, all performed extremely well and are certainly 
winners for all of us! They are amongst the top 20 students in their year level in the 
State!   

Thanks for the support from the “Public Speaking” program in the school – we were 
the only Secondary School in the Geelong Region to have competitors who made it 
through from the Regional Final! 
Congratulations to the five students on their amazing performances. 
 
Goethe-Institute Enterprise German Year 10 Project 

The Year 10 German class is currently participating in this international project. 
Schools across Australia, Asia and New Zealand have been selected to compete.  

The students have to work in small groups and complete three modules. The first 
module involves researching German companies in the local region, the second  
module focusses on one company or business.  

Oberon groups have selected these: Leica, Dresden Optics, DB Schenker, Weiser’s 
Bakery, Bretzel Biz and Fairy Park.  

The third module involves coming up with a new business idea or product for the 
company/business. One group visited Weiser’s Bakery in Geelong West on Tuesday 
and interviewed the owner – a master baker from Germany.  

The class is busy working on each of the modules and trying to come up with a  
winning idea! 

LANGUAGE NEWS  

FAMILY KELUARGA die Familie kazoku かぞく 

Mum ibu die Mutter okaasan おかあさん 

Dad bapak/ayah der Vater otousan おとうさん 

Older sister kakak perempuan die ältere Schwester oneesan おねえさん 

Younger sister adik perempuan die jüngere Schwester imouto(san) いもうと（さん） 

Older brother kakak laki-laki der ältere Bruder oniisan おにいさん 

Younger brother adik laki-laki der jüngere Bruder otouto(san) おとうと（さん） 

Grandmother nenek die Groβmutter/ Oma obaasan おばあさん 

Grandfather kakek der Groβvater/ Opa ojiisan おじいさん 

Aunt bibi/tante die Tante obasan おばさん 

Uncle paman/om der Onkel ojisan おじさん 

Cousin sepupu. der Cousin/ die Kusine. itoko いとこ 

FAMILY 



 

  

An important reminder to all students who travel to or from school on McHarrys buses. 

All travellers must have a valid Myki Card or Student Travel Concession Card.  Myki cards are available for 
purchase from various outlets. 

Application forms for the Student Travel Concession Card and Myki card information brochures are available at 
the General Office or you can visit ptv.vic.gov.au. for further information. 

If you have any further questions please contact the General Office. 

A MESSAGE FROM MCHARRYS BUS COMPANY 

As part our commitment to supporting parents around Cyber issues, we will be running a focus in every news-
letter. Earlier in the year we had the “CyberSafetyProject” come in to run a range of workshops with student, 
parents & teachers. Their website is a great source of information, so visit at https:// 
www.cybersafetyproject.com.au/ Please feel free to send through any suggestions for topics you’d like some 
support with. 
 
Josh Baker 

 
SMART PHONES 
Over the past decade, a culture has developed here in Australia, that when a child graduates from primary 
school and heads off to secondary school a mobile 
phone is an essential personal item. In more recent 
times we have seen this trend filter down to children of 
even younger age groups. 

Mobile devices including Smart Phones and tablets 
are the portal to Social Networking and web browsing 
whereby young children have access to the world in 
their pocket. If a mobile phone or connected tablet is 
on this years present list here are some important 
steps you'll need to take to get it right from the start. 
 
Disable Device Location Settings: 
Google or Android phones: https://support.google.com/accounts/answer/3467281?hl=en 
Apple iOS Devices: https://support.apple.com/en-au/HT207092 

Discuss Posting Protocols: 

 Digital reputations, digital perceptions and permanency of posting 

 Never post or send photos where your location is compromised 

 Never post or send photos where your body or personal space is visible to others 

 Never post a comment or send a private message that you wouldn't want others to see 

 Never post selfies in your school, sport or hobby uniforms 

 Never tag yourself in locations 

 Always post photos of activities, trips or events after the event 

 Ask friends and family permission before posting and tagging them 

Monitor: 

 Who is following or friending your children 

 Who your children are following on social platforms (who is influencing them) 

 Screen/scroll time and take note of their daily activity 

 Recognise your child's behaviour patterns and moods before and after use of social media 

 Discuss balance and help your children plan their time for the day - ensuring it includes a balance of  
activities 

 
Access Parental Controls: Here at the Cyber Safety Project we are all for educating young people with safe 
practices and understanding the importance of safety precautions. There are however some great technologies 
available to parents to provide peace of mind when it comes to device use and monitoring what they children 
are exposed to. You may wish to explore software tools such as Family Zone or the new inbuild Family  
Monitoring features on the latest iOS update (for iPhone).  

CYBER SAFETY REPORT 

https://support.google.com/accounts/answer/3467281?hl=en
https://support.apple.com/en-au/HT207092
https://www.familyzone.com/au/
https://www.cybersafetyproject.com.au/blog/october-08th-2018
https://www.cybersafetyproject.com.au/blog/october-08th-2018


 

  



 

  


