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Absence Hotline - 03 5215 9733
FEBRUARY
Wed 5th - Frid 7th
Mon 10th
Tues 11th
Wed 12th

Thurs 13th
Tues 18th

Year 7 Camp - Alexandra Adventure
Resort
School Swimming Sports - Kardinia
Pool
Yr 12 Outdoor Ed Excursion - Pt Addis
School Photos
Yr 9 VCD Tech School Excursion
School Council Meeting
Year 7 Parent BBQ - 6 pm - 7 pm
Catch up School Photos
Yr 11 Woodwork Tech School Excursion
Yr 7 Enhancement Parent Evening

Wed 19th
Thurs 20th
Mon 24th

Class 7H VCD Tech School Excursion
Year 12 Outdoor Ed Otways Camp
Year 7 Cyber Safety Presentation
Year 11 Elevate Presentation
Thurs 27th
School Athletics Carnival - Landy Field
Thurs 27th - Frid 29th
Year 10 Outdoor Education Sailing
Frid 28th
Geelong Swim Meet
MARCH
Frid 6th
Mon 9th
Thurs 12th

Senior Sport (Tennis, baseball, Cricket Volleyball)
LABOUR DAY HOLIDAY - SCHOOL CLOSED
Year 11 Outdoor Ed Camp

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Principal’s Report

Year 7-9

Welcome back to the 2020 school year, I hope that everyone had a great
holiday break and are looking forward to the year ahead. During January,
we have experienced one of the worst natural disasters Victoria has seen
with the fires. As we return to the 2020 school year, fires continued to
burn and extreme weather conditions and intermittent poor air quality
persist across the state. I encourage all parents/guardians to ensure that
all Asthma Management Plans for your children have been updated and
provided to the school. As a school community we will continue to monitor
air quality and will modify activities, excursions if required.
I would like to welcome any new students and their families to the Oberon
High School community, I am sure that you will have a very positive
educational experience whilst at the school. It has been a smooth start to
the school year with the students and new staff settling well into school life
at Oberon. We have had 190 Year 7 students begin at the school in 2020.
This number is the largest intake we have had over the last ten years
resulting in a further increase in the total number of students at the school
for 2020.
A number of staff have joined the school for the 2020 school year. I would
like to welcome:















Mr Adrian Stirling returns to Oberon and is teaching English
Ms Paige Milich joins us from Townsville and is teaching Science
Ms Caitlyn Parfett joins us from Copperfield College and is
teaching Physical Education and Health
Mr Sam Nicholson joins us from St Leonards Primary School and
is teaching Music/Drama
Mrs Belinda Murphy joins us as a graduate teacher and is
teaching Food/Fibre
Ms Rebecca Carlisle joins us a graduate teacher and is teaching
English/Humanities
Mr Jayden Tebble joins us from Lara Secondary College as the
Sport Assistant
Mr Jamie Nibloe joins us as an Woodwork Assistant
Mrs Cathy Jack joins us as Accounts Payable/General Office,
having previously worked at the school.
Mr Troy Rainbow joins us as an instrumental Music teacher
Mr Jake Buchanan joins us as an Integration Aide
Mrs Marlene Nolan joins us from Newcomb Secondary College as
an Integration Aide
Mrs Donna Holman joins us from Bellarine Secondary College as
an Integration Aide

School Structure
The relevant Assistant Principals and Year Level Managers that should be
contacted if you have a concern with your son/daughter are as follows:

Assistant Principal Year 7-9 – Mr Josh Baker
Year 7 Manager – Ms Anna Shaw/Mrs Michelle Nash
Year 8 Manager – Mr Adam Freeman/Mr Sean Fitzgerald
Year 9 Manager - Mrs Candece Gosper
Year 10-12
Assistant Principal Year 10-12 – Ms Bronwyn Knight
Year 10 Manager – Mrs Carol Champion
Year 11 Manager – Ms Aleesha Platt
Year 12 Manager – Mr Vlad Filipovski
Mobile Phones
A reminder, as has been previously mentioned last year and publicised in
the media, the Education Minister announced that mobile phones and
associated devices are banned from all state schools during the school
day. Students will be required to switch off their phones and store them
securely in lockers from the start of the school day until the final bell. If an
emergency occurs, parents or guardians can reach their child by calling
the school General Office.
The school has updated our mobile phone policy to reflect this change, it
can be found on the school website through the following link.
https://www.oberonhs.vic.edu.au/site/about-oberon/policy-documents/
student-handbook-documents/
Year 12 2019 Destination Data
The 2019 Year 12 cohort achieved some excellent results in their VCE
with a median study score of 29 and 3.3% of students with a study score
of over 40. The Dux was Jacqui Honeywell. Our VCE results placed the
school above the State School Average based on our Mean Study Score,
once again a great achievement.
Most of our students received their first preference, with the majority of
students heading to Deakin University. Other institutions where students
have enrolled included the University of Melbourne, Australian Catholic
University and RMIT. Popular areas of study included Biomedicine,
Nursing, Engineering, Marine Biology, Arts, Physiotherapy and
International Studies.
Our 2019 VCAL students have achieved some outstanding pathway
destinations, with many gaining ongoing apprenticeships and traineeships
as a result of their work placements whilst in Year 12. Some VCAL
students have commenced further study at The Gordon and other TAFEs,
accessing Diploma courses based on their Senior VCAL qualifications.
School Council Election Nominations
2020 will see a number of parent members of our School Council finish
their two year tenures. I therefore encourage any interested Parents/
Guardians who wish to make a contribution to the school community and
have a greater understanding of and influence on the future direction of
the school, to nominate yourself for school council. The school is currently
going through a unique transition phase with the construction of the new
school and the relocation of the school to Armstrong Creek to occur for the
start of the 2021 school year.
Cont’d…………

12 Pickett Crescent, Belmont, 3216
Ph: 5243 4444
Web: www.oberonhs.vic.edu.au
Email: oberon.hs@edumail.vic.gov.au

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT CONTINUED...
We currently have vacancies in the following categories:




Parent member- 3 vacancies (2 years)
Student member- 1 vacancy (2 years)

If you are interested in becoming a Council member under one of these
categories please contact me at the school on 52 434444 as the
nominations deadline is Friday 14th February, 4pm. If you only require a
nomination form, one is attached with this newsletter. If we have more
people interested than there are vacancies, a Council election will be held
to determine the successful Council members.
See the timeline in this newsletter for more information or contact the
school if you require further information.
New School – Armstrong Creek
At the School Awards day in 2019, I was able to show the school
community present a video of the new school at Armstrong Creek. You
are able to view these and other information associated with the new
school by visiting the Victorian School Building Authority site via the
following
link:
https://www.schoolbuildings.vic.gov.au/schools/Pages/
OberonHighSchool.aspx
We continue to update our school website under the specified section for
the new school including associated images, plans, videos etc.
Year 7 Camp
Our Year 7s have spent the last three days on camp at Alexandra as part
of their transition to secondary school. To take 190 students away is a
daunting experience at any time, so congratulations to Renae Barnett,
Anna Shaw and Michelle Nash for their organisation of the camp. Thank
you to all of the staff members both teaching and non-teaching who spent
time away from their families to supervise the students.
School Swimming Sports
The school will be holding the house swimming sports at the Kardinia Pool
on Monday 10th February. Students are to come to school as per usual
and will be transported to and from the venue. Parents are encouraged to
attend.
School Visitors
A reminder that Parents/Guardians must report to the General Office when
they come onto the school grounds for a meeting, to pick up your child for
an appointment or any other reason. Your adherence to this protocol is
appreciated.
DET Policy on Personal Items

Student Safety
Student safety is always a concern around drop off in the morning and pick
up in the afternoon. Please be careful when dropping students off at
school and collecting them at the end of the day and abide by the 40kmh
speed limit.
It would be appreciated if parents could drop their children in Kidman
Avenue and avoid dropping students off and picking them up in the staff
parking area both before and after school.
The streets around Pickett Crescent and Olwen Avenue become very
congested and student safety becomes an issue as many of our students
exit the school from this entrance on foot or bikes.
If your son/daughter is riding a bike to school must wear a helmet for their
safety as this is the law.
Tim McMahon
OBERON HIGH SCHOOL
2019 SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTION TIMETABLE

Event

Date

Notice of Election and call for
nominations
Closing date for nominations

Friday 7th February

Date by which the list of
candidates and nominators will
be displayed
Date by which ballot papers will
be prepared and distributed
Close of Ballot

Monday 17th February

First Council meeting to elect
Office Bearers

Wednesday 11th March

Friday 14th February

Tuesday 18th February
Wednesday 4th March, 4pm

Notice of Election and Call for Nominations
An election is to be conducted for members of the School Council of
Oberon High School
Nominations forms may be obtained from the school and must be lodged
by 4.00pm on Friday 14th February 2020.
Following the closing of nominations a list of the nominations received will
be posted at the school. The terms of office, membership categories and
number of positions in each membership category open for election are as
follows:

A reminder that the Department of Education and Training does not hold
insurance nor does it accept responsibility for private property brought to
school by students, staff and visitors.

Membership Category

Term of office

Number of positions

Parent member

2 years

3

School Camps

Student member

2 years

1

The school encourages parents to consider taking out travel insurance for
school camps as schools often incur a cancellation fee that we are not
able to absorb if your child is forced to withdraw due to unforeseen
circumstances.

If the number of nominations is less than the number of vacancies, a
notice to that effect and calling for further nominations will be posted in a
prominent position at the school.

Camps, Sports and Excursion Fund (CSEF)
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student
misses out on the opportunity to join their classmates for important,
educational and fun activities. It is part of making Victoria the Education
State and the Government's commitment to breaking the link between a
student's background and their achievements.
CSEF will be provided to eligible families to cover the costs of school trips,
camps and sporting activities.
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster
parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A special consideration category
also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The allowance is paid
to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions or
sporting activities for the benefit of your child.

Tim McMahon
Principal

STUDENT FREE DAYS 2020
The following days have been approved by the
Oberon High School - School Council as student free
for 2020:

The annual CSEF amount per student is $225 for secondary school
students.



Contact the school office for more details as we need to enter eligible
families onto the DET system by Friday 28th February.





Tuesday 28th January - Designated for all
schools
Monday 4th May - Staff Professional Development Day
Friday 12th June - Report Writing Day
Thursday 30th July - Staff Professional Development Day

Please mark these dates in your diary.

LANGUAGE NEWS
Welcome to the DET German Assistant – Max Filippzik

Year 10 Indonesian Trip September 2020

Oberon is fortunate to be a recipient of one of only 5 DET appointed
German Assistants for 2020. Max Filippzik will be at Oberon for two days
each week for the entire year. We are sharing Max with North Geelong
Secondary College. Students learning German are looking forward to
getting to know Max and to improving their German language skills and
intercultural knowledge. We trust that Max will enjoy his time at Oberon!

Indonesian students in Year 10 have the opportunity to participate in
the annual school trip to Yogyakarta, Central Java, Indonesia.
This year the trip will be going in the last 2 weeks of Term 3, from 6th
-18th September. Students have an amazing opportunity to use their
Indonesian language in everyday situations, experience the culture
and life of our nearest neighbours.

German Exchange Trip 2020

Deposits for the trip, accompanied with the detailed information
sheet, need to be submitted to the Office by Thursday 5th March at
the latest. This is to ensure a group booking can be made and travel
insurance purchased.

Eight Oberon students from Years 9, 10 & 11, along with Frau Ray, will
depart for Germany on March 21st. ex-student Kendra Schmid will also be
one of the Chaperones.
A reminder that we have a compulsory student workshop on Monday
night, 10th February, in the School Library at 7pm. The last meeting is on
and March 2nd.

Any questions please don’t hesitate contacting Bu Maher or Pak
Barnes.

Exchange/Scholarship Opportunities for Students Studying German
SAGSE Scholarship
Students learning German in Years 10, 11 & 12 can host a German
SAGSE student and automatically receive an interview for a prestigious
scholarship. Host families are needed for the German students who will
arrive in Victoria from mid June until late August.
If you are interested in this exciting opportunity, please contact Frau Ray.
Additional information and hosting forms are available at:
www.sagse.org.au
AGTV/BJR Exchange Program
Students learning German in Years 9 & 10 are able to apply for this 10
week exchange program. If successful, they would travel to Bavaria in
Germany from November 2020 – January 2021. Further information is
available on the AGTV website http://www.agtv.vic.edu.au/ or from Frau
Ray.

LANGUAGES CORNERIN 2018
Welcome to Oberon’s Languages Corner
More than 6 billion people in the world are bilingual. Is your child
one of them?
Children who learn languages often outperform their fellow students
who don’t. Beyond higher academic achievement, the follow-on
benefits from learning a language other than English are considerable.
Enhancing Literacy and Numeracy Skills
Research has shown that language learning enhances a child’s literacy
and numeracy. According to research conducted into community
languages in secondary schools, language learning increases
knowledge of word and sentence structure.
Building Confidence
The communication requirements of language learning often lead to
increased self and social confidence. Languages encourage students
to participate more actively in the classroom by asking and answering
more questions, and can initiate new-found success for students who
have struggled with English.

Encouraging Cultural Awareness
Language learning significantly increases students’ awareness and
understanding of other countries and cultures, and therefore
increases the ability to deal respectfully with others.
Teaching students to be thinkers
Language learning is widely recognised as an important contributor
to the development of problem solving skills that are beneficial
across the school curriculum.
Expanding job opportunities
Young people who learn languages other than English often travel
widely after graduation, and have increased opportunities to work in
exciting overseas jobs, or for international companies in Australia.

SCHOOL PHOTO DAY - WEDNESDAY 12TH FEBRUARY

School photos will be taken at school
on Wednesday 12th February. Please
ensure your child is in full school
uniform. Year 12 students should
wear or bring their Year 12 Hoodie.
Arthur Reed Photos runs a digital
ordering system. Information flyers
are attached to this Newsletter.
IMPORTANT - To ensure a sibling
photo is taken on photo day, please
complete your request online
before midday on the day before
photo day:
Grab your phone and go to:
arphotos.typeform.com/to/e80Ips
Enter the name and class of the
eldest child to be in the photo
Enter the names of all other
children to be included in the photo
There is no need to return any forms
or payment to school for photos before
photo day however if you do not have
internet access you may contact the
school for an order form.
Please contact the Photographer
- Arthur Reed Photos directly if you
have any questions.

YEAR 12 IMPORTANT DATES

CAREERS NEWS

Welcome to Katrina Coburn, Head Start Program.
In late 2019 Katrina Coburn joined Oberon High School as the Head Start
Coordinator for Oberon, Belmont, Surf Coast and Grovedale schools. As
part of the Head Start initiative, Katrina and her team work with students in
state schools to facilitate School Based Apprenticeships. This allows
students to continue their senior studies at school, undertake training and
gain work placement in key industries. To date, students have secured
SBATs in Civil Construction, Baking, to name a few.
Students in Year 10 will meet Katrina during the mid year Subject
Selection program as students explore their options in the senior years.
Katrina is based in the Careers Room at Oberon High School. A big
welcome!

Year 12
GAT (General Achievement Test) - Wednesday 10th
June 10 am
Last day of Year 12 Classes - Monday 19th October
Year 12 Celebration Assembly - Tuesday 20th October
Year 12 End of Year Written Exams
Wednesday 28th October - Wednesday 18th November
Valedictory Dinner - Monday 23rd November
Could parents of students in Years 11 & 12 please mark these
dates in your calendar:

YEAR 7 IMMUNISATIONS
30TH APRIL, 2020
Immunisations will be held at School on Thursday 30th April,
2020.
Consent forms have been distributed; could parents please
return these to the office, if you haven’t already done so,
even if your child does not require the immunisation.
Year 7 Students:

HPV (Human Papillomavirus



Boostrix - Diphtheria, Tetanus and Whooping Cough (Pertussis) One single injection

If parents have any questions regarding immunisations please call Barwon
Health Immunisation on 4215 6962 or visit immune@barwonhealth.org.au.

ANGLESEA FOOTBALL NETBALL CLUB

Anglesea Football Netball club invite Junior netball players of all
ages, to our club and netball training nights We have positions
available in all our junior teams
from U11s, 13s, 15s, 17s and U19s.
For further information please phone Maz on 0425804358 or the
Junior Co-ordinator Sue Setchell on 0418 517 720

VICTORIAN GOVERNMENT
CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF)
BE QUICK
APPLICATIONS DUE AT SCHOOL
BY 28TH FEBRUARY

To be eligible for the funding, a Parent or Legal Guardian of a student
attending a registered Government or non-Government Victorian
Primary or Secondary School must:
On the first day of Term One, or;
On the first day of Term Two:
A)

Be an eligible beneficiary within the meaning of the State
Concessions Act 2004, that is, be the holder of a Veterans
Affairs Gold Card or be an eligible Centrelink Health Care Card
(HCC) or Pensioner Concession Card (PCC) holder, OR

B)

Be a temporary foster parent, and

C)

Submit an application to the school by the due date.

Application forms should be completed and lodged with schools by
28th February, 2020 as payments are made from March. A
photocopy of your Health Care or Concession Card is required with
your application. However schools will be able to accept and process
applications up until the end of Term 2.

STUDENT ABSENCES

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PARENTS - SICK BAY

If your son or daughter becomes unwell at school they need to ask their
teacher to give them a note and come straight to the Office to be signed
into Sick Bay. If the student is too unwell to remain at school a staff
member in the office will then telephone a parent.
Please remind your son or daughter that Sick Bay is a
place for sick students to rest before being picked up by
a parent or to rest for 15 minutes before returning to
class. It is not a place for extended stays. It is vitally
important for parents to provide up to date contact
numbers and emergency numbers in case of illness or emergency.
For safety reasons it is important for students not to telephone
their parents themselves.
Please remember that if your child is sick the best place for them to
recover is at home.

A reminder to all parents of the importance of phoning in absences early
on the day of your child’s absence. For your convenience you can
leave a message on our absence number 5215 9733.
Our SMS system will send a message out each day after 11.30 am to
those parents whose child is absent from class without notification.
LATE PASSES
If your child arrives late to school they must first report to the Assistant
Principal’s Office with a note signed by a parent or guardian or they can
state that a parent has phoned the school.
EARLY LEAVE PASSES
If your child needs to leave school for an appointment during the day
they must report to the General Office with a note signed by a parent or
guardian. If no note is provided the office staff will check if a parent has
phoned the school. Please phone the school number 5243 4444 to
advise that your child needs to leave school early. To assist Office staff
please phone as early as possible to allow plenty of time to pass the
message to your son or daughter.
Thank you for your assistance.

DANGER
OBERON HIGH SCHOOL- CAR PARK
The staff car park is NOT a drop off zone and we continue to experience
frequent near misses as parents manoeuvre in the tight central space of
the car park. This is a very busy space and the unpredictable behaviour of
students makes traffic in this area dangerous. Please do not drive into the
staff car park unless you are dropping off a student with limited mobility.
Could parents please use the designated drop-off zones which are along
Kidman Avenue rather than surrounding streets to avoid congestion of
local traffic. Also please be aware that Pickett Crescent has No Parking
signs during drop off and pick up times and you risk being fined by the
City of Greater Geelong
Could parents also please remind your sons and daughters to take care
when walking or riding to school, particularly when entering through the
staff car park. Please also remind your children of the danger of listening

AN

VISITORS TO THE SCHOOL
IMPORTANT NOTICE

An important reminder that Parents/Guardians and other
visitors to Oberon High School must report to the General
Office when they enter the school grounds for a meeting,
to pick up your child from Sick Bay, for an appointment or
for any other reason. When visiting the school, parent
and other visitors are asked to access the office via the
official visitors entrance located at Pickett Crescent.
Your assistance in this matter is appreciated.

SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS
SCHEDULE 5A: SELF-NOMINATION FORM FOR PARENT
MEMBER CATEGORY
I wish to declare my candidacy for an elected position as a parent member on the
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………school
council.
Name :
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Residential address: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….............
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……..
Contact phone (mobile or landline): …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Email:
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
I am the parent/guardian of ………………………………………………………………….., who is/are currently enrolled at this school.
I am an employee of the Department of Education and Training but not engaged in work at and for the school
Yes / No (please circle)
I am prepared to serve as a Parent member of the above-named school council. I hereby declare that I am not:
• an undischarged bankrupt
• of unsound mind
• currently serving a sentence for an indictable offence; or
• a registrable offender within the meaning of the Sex Offenders Registration Act 2004.
Signature of Candidate: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… Date……./……. /…….
You will be notified when your nomination has been received.
Personal information provided in this form is collected as part of the school council election nomination process. The information may be used to
determine your eligibility as a candidate. Your personal information may be disclosed as a result of inspection prior to the commencement of voting or
at any time up to one year from the declaration of the poll.
Your name will be included in a list of school council candidates and nominators (where applicable) posted in a prominent position at the school and
for candidates, on a ballot paper (where applicable).
Further, the name, membership category, gender, term of office, office held (if any) of school council members and notification whether the member is
an employee of the Department will be forwarded to the Department of Education and Training by the principal by 30 April each year as a record of
council membership and may be used for statistical purposes.
You can access your personal information by contacting the Principal on ……………………………………………………………………
If you choose not to give some or all of the information requested your nomination may not be accepted. If you have any queries about the school
council nomination process, please contact the principal.

