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Absence Hotline - 03 5215 9733
AUGUST
Wed 26th
Thurs 27th

Frid 28th

German Careers Day - Selected Students
(online) Period 2 - 4
Year 12 - Motivational Speakers (online)
Period 5
Year 10 - Leadership Program (online) P3 & 4
Year 10 - Leadership Program (online) P1 & 2

SEPTEMBER
Wed 9th
School Council Meeting - to be conducted
remotely
Frid 18th
Last day of Term 3
Mon 21st - Frid 2nd October - School Holidays
OCTOBER
Mon 5th

Term 4 commences

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Remote Learning
There are currently very few changes to the Remote and
Flexible learning scenario that was reinstated from the 29 th
July by the Premier Daniel Andrews on the advice of the
Victorian Chief Health Officer. The current correspondence
that has been provided to me by the Department of
Education and Training is that is we will remain undertaking
Remote and Flexible learning for the remainder of this
Term. If and when this advice regarding schools does
change, I will ensure that the Oberon High School
community is informed as soon as possible.
The school has now been providing the Remote
Flexible learning (take two) for the last three and a
weeks and it appears that the school community
adjusted to this more quickly than we did during our
Remote and Flexible learning period.

and
half
has
first

As a school we made some adjustments to our teaching
model this time, based on feedback and reflection from our
involvement in Remote and Flexible learning during Term 2.
The major change is that we have reduced the length of the
lessons in Year 7-10 to 25 minutes of explicit teaching.
However, to clarify, this is the length of the explicit teaching
time; teachers remain available and online for the usual 50
minutes of a period to support students with their learning
and help resolve any wellbeing issues. We appreciate that
this is a difficult time for everyone therefore if your son/
daughter is having trouble with the remote learning, I
encourage you to contact the school so we can help you
address these issues. Remember we are here to help.
School Subject Fees
At our last School Council meeting on Wednesday 12th
August the issue of high cost subject fees was discussed
as it had been previously in Term 2. A decision was once
again made to reimburse families on a pro-rata basis for
subjects where the costs of subject material wouldn’t be
spent during Term 3 due to the remote learning. I will be
distributing a letter to parents/guardians shortly detailing
these arrangements.
Armstrong Creek Relocation
I had my latest site visit to the new school on Thursday 13 th
August.

As part of our relocation, we will be taking some selected
furniture from the current address, however this won’t occur
until school concludes at the end of the year.
The work that is currently being undertaken onsite now is
the final landscaping works including laying of turf and
hydro seeding of other sections of the site.
As mentioned in previous Newsletters, handover to the
school will not occur until early Term 4.
A question that I am regularly asked by the school
community relates to the bussing transportation of students
to the new site. As part of the Oberon High School
Relocation meeting held last week I was updated by the
Student Transport Division and Public Transport Victoria
(PTV) and it appears that this is well planned to cater for
the needs of our school community. Once the bussing
transportation is finalised, which appears to be early in
Term 4, I will then we will be working Victorian School
Building Authority to communicate arrangements including
bus routes, bus times etc to the school community.
I am also pleased to inform you that work on the
construction of the final section of Eagle Bay Road, which
connects to Batten Road on the northern end of the new
site, has begun. As mentioned in previous correspondence
this was essential for traffic flow around the Education
Precinct and also to be the drop off point for our bus
travellers.
Year 7 Enrolments 2021
We have offered placements to prospective Year 7
students for the 2021 school year during the week and
these enrolments will be confirmed over the coming weeks.
Over the last few years, we have seen a greater demand
from the community to seek a place at the school and this
was evident again this year.
School Planning 2021
The school is currently planning for the 2021 school year. If
you are aware that your son/daughter is not returning to the
school for the 2021 could you please contact the school
and leave a message with one of our Assistant Principals

The construction and fit out of all of the buildings has now
been completed including the installation of furniture that is
being provided by Kane Constructions.
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GEORGIA SHOWS HER COMMUNITY SPIRIT

During these difficult and uncertain
times, Year 8 student Georgia
Brockman has demonstrated her
kindness and community spirit by
donating her hair to a charity that
makes wigs for people who have
Alopecia.
Well done Georgia, you are an
absolute champion!

During week 3 of this term, our school was lucky enough to be the first school in Victoria to experience a Tech School
incursion. This incursion experience organised by the Geelong Tech School, focused on providing a hands-on
interactive numeracy experience for our Year 8 classes.
The experience involved launching individually designed cardboard vehicles down a 20 metre long track with the help of
CO2 propellant. Students were thrilled to be able to race their cars and compete for the best track times.
The students applied numeracy skills to calculate the speed of their individually designed cars, and will later use this
collected data to compare results across their class.
Several other classes were also able to make use of this opportunity with classes taking part in a Drones programming
session and professional learning sessions for Oberon staff.

WELLBEING SUPPORT AVAILABLE
Wellbeing Support Is Available For Students This Term.
The entire Wellbeing Team is here to help: Student
Wellbeing Co-ordinator, Chaplain, Mental Health
Practitioner & Student Counsellor.
We are able to offer counselling and support to
students both remotely via TEAMS and in-person here
at school.
If you would like some support for your child please
contact
Sam Mackenzie, Student Wellbeing Co-ordinator
5243 4444 or 0400 044 861 or email
mac@oberonhs.vic.edu.au

VISITING THE SCHOOL DURING REMOTE
LEARNING 2.0
No-one can enter the school without prior notification.
Students who have forgotten to take home a textbook,
etc. or are collecting work that a teacher has left at the
General Office for them we ask that you please phone
beforehand with the approximate time/day that you will
be coming in.

All visitors to the school must now be temp
tested on your arrival.
‘and please wear a mask’

STUDENT LEADERSHIP UPDATE

LANGUAGES NEWS
German Careers Day Online
Wednesday 26th August 2020

Year 10 Student Leadership
Twenty one students who were selected for the Year 10
Leadership camp, will be doing online modules,
focussing on resilience, wellbeing, nature, climate
change and sustainability. This is being delivered via
Teams, by Bogong Outdoor Centre.
This short course is in place of the ski camp that was
booked for next week, which had to be cancelled.
The online course will be used as a springboard for
further leadership opportunities that will be offered to
this group in Term 4.
This school-based program will aim to be both inspiring
and challenging, and to offer students the opportunity to
work in teams, to develop a “community learning
project” for 2021 and beyond, as we move to the new
school in Armstrong Creek.
As aspiring leaders we will support them to develop
their potential both at Oberon, and in the wider world.

Students learning German in Years 9 and 10 have the
wonderful opportunity to attend this online event during
remote learning. It will take place during periods 2 – 4.
After period 4, students will also have the option of
watching a movie in the afternoon. Students attending
will receive more details about the Online activities prior
to the event.
There are only a limited number of places left, so please
register via Xuno quickly if you have not already done
so!
The event is run by the Goethe Institute, Australia and
supported by DET. Students will learn more about
career pathways involving the German language and
the value of maintaining a second language whilst at
school. There will be presentations from experts within
a variety of careers. or further information please
contact Frau Ray or Frau Nash
LANGUAGES CORNER
Welcome / Selamat Datang / Willkommen

Year 9 Student Leadership

What’s the time?

Twenty students have just been selected for the Year 9
Leadership Camp. It was a selective process that
required a written application and interview to receive a
place.

1 o’clock

jam satu

ein Uhr

2 o’clock

jam dua

zwei Uhr

3 o’clock

jam tiga

drei Uhr

4 o’clock

jam empat

vier Uhr

5 o’clock

jam lima

fünf Uhr

6 o’clock

jam enam

sechs Uhr

7 o’clock

jam tujuh

sieben Uhr

8 o’clock

jam delapan

acht Uhr

9 o’clock

jam Sembilan

neun Uhr

10 o’clock

jam sepuluh

zehn Uhr

11 o’clock

jam sebelas

elf Uhr

12 o’clock

jam dua belas

zwölf Uhr

The white water rafting camp in Gippsland is booked
with Rubicon for Term 4. Should this be cancelled, this
group of students will participate in alternative
leadership opportunities in Term 4.
This school-based program will aim to inspire and
challenge students. They will have the chance to
develop their communication and teamwork skills.
As aspiring leaders, we will support them to develop
their potential both at Oberon as we move to the new
school in Armstrong Creek, and in the broader
community.

YEAR 7 DRAMA
Students in Year 7H
Drama have created some
amazing sock puppet
shows using toys and
homemade materials.

Lucas Waldron
ably assisted by
his home made
performers

Here is the link to view Darby Doherty’s
fun and creative video. I think all will agree
that the very cute furry family member stole
the show.
https://www.oberonhs.vic.edu.au/site/wpcontent/uploads/2020/08/Darby-DohertySock-Puppet.mp4

YEAR 9 VISUAL ART
COVID CLASSICS COV
Students in Ms Cole’s Year 9 Visual Art class have been continuing their wonderful recreations of
some very recognisable classic art portraits.

Issabella Penhall
as
‘Woman With a Cat

Gabe Howard
as
‘Michelangelo’s David’

Angela Robertson’s
little brother Cameron
as
‘Baby Marcelle Roulin’

Oberon Science
This week it is National Science Week. National Science Week is an annual festival of science that takes place in
August each year. This celebration aims to raise the profile and increase the public understanding and public
appreciation of science, innovation, engineering and technology, and their role in maintaining and improving our
society, economy and environment.
National Science Week 2020 will run 15–23 August.
This years theme is: Deep Blue: Innovation for the Future of Our Oceans
This is an important theme as oceans are always out there, creating climates, absorbing carbon dioxide, lapping away
at the shoreline and it is impossible to ignore as the Earth’s oceans cover more than two-thirds of the Earth’s total
surface area.
National Science Week At School: this week Oberon students have the opportunity to participate in Education
Perfect’s Science Championships. This is an international competition where students can put their science knowledge
to the test.
All competing students receive a certificate of participation and their prizes to be won for the top ten placing students
worldwide. Oberon is currently sitting in 12th place nationally. There are also a number of Oberon intra-school science
battles on Education Perfect for students to participate in as well. The top three students from each battle will receive a
prize as well as the class from each year level with the highest number of participants.
The battles are:

Year 7: Know Your Science

Year 8: Science General Knowledge

Year 9: Chemistry vs Physics

Year 10: Science Battle Whiz

Year 11 vs. Year 12 - Battle for Science Genius
If you would like to investigate science this week head to https://www.scienceweek.net.au/diy-science/ for some
projects to try at home.
All students are encouraged to participate to improve their knowledge of and passion for Science.

Oberon Enviro Team
Concerned about climate change but you’re stuck at home and don’t know what to do?
Here we are. Stuck at home again. Its National Science week and there’s
nowhere to go……..except to the park, the beach, a walk, a bike ride, a skate
around the block or just relaxing in your own backyard.
Maybe the next time you are outside (or inside looking out your window) you
could do something about climate change. You could become a citizen scientist
by downloading the ClimateWatch app and recording the animals and plants
around you.
ClimateWatch is a national program developed by Earthwatch Australia,
Bureau of Meteorology and the University of Melbourne to better understand how
climate change is affecting our wildlife, both animals and plants. The information
that you record will be publicly available through the Atlas of Living
Australia. This information will then help policy-makers at the state and federal
level to make informed decisions about climate change adaptation response and
our natural environment.
To participate in ClimateWatch head to the GooglePlay Store or iTunes Store
and download the app. Register using your Oberon email address and
password, then start taking photos of the plants and animals you see or hear and
upload them to the database. There are species lists to help you identify what
you see and recordings of birds and frog calls to help you identify what you hear.
For further information go to the ClimateWatch website: https://
www.climatewatch.org.au/

Don’t Give Up!!
Katrina Coburn, HeadStart Coordinator at Oberon Secondary has a message for all Oberon students looking for work
experience or structured workplace learning during COVD19…. don’t give up looking!!
The other day an electrician that Katrina had given her business card to 6 months ago called her wanting to have a
student on work placement. The virus and restrictions are having an effect on placement with some employers, but
not all.
It’s true that it’s now harder to find an employer, but it’s not impossible. If you call an employer and they say to call
back in a month, put it in your diary. When you call back in a month, remind them that they asked you to call them
back!

HeadStart Student Satisfaction Survey.
HeadStart Apprenticeships Barwon Area recently conducted a Student Satisfaction Survey to audit how well the
program was being received by students.
Four highlights of the survey results were:
 The majority of students are extremely or very confident that they will successfully complete their apprenticeship
or traineeship because they are participating in the HeadStart Program.
 The majority of students thought that the quality of the employers they were introduced to by HeadStart Barwon
were either of very high or high quality.
 Majority of the respondents thought the work placement opportunities organised by HeadStart Barwon were
excellent or above average.
 100% of respondents thought they had a better future by being involved with the HeadStart Program.
To read all of the survey results follow this link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/stories/SM-JG8CKCPD/

HeadStart Apprenticeships – What’s It Like to be a School Based Electrical Apprentice?
If you’re interested in becoming a HeadStart school based electrical apprentice and want to hear what it’s like from
another student, follow the link below to hear from Rohan who works at City to Surf Solar.
https://www.dropbox.com/s/tm4hj9k6bfhfe3s/Case%20study%20-%20Rohan.mp4?dl=0
If you’re a student looking for a pathway into employment, a parent looking for a secure future for your child, or an
employer looking for your next apprentice, contact the Careers & Pathways Team about the HeadStart Program at
Oberon High School.

FREE MICHAEL CARR-GREGG WEBINAR
On Tuesday 25 August, the Department of Education
and Training is presenting a free webinar for parents
and carers by renowned child psychologist Dr Michael
Carr-Gregg, on building family resilience during
coronavirus (COVID-19).
Parents and carers play a vital role in helping children
feel safe through uncertain times.
Dr Carr-Gregg’s webinar is aptly named Managing the
Coronacoaster – Tips for building resilient families in the
coronavirus era.
In this webinar, Dr Carr-Gregg
provides tools and strategies for parents and carers to
help manage the lockdown and remote learning. Topics
include:







your supportive role
setting the emotional tone
focusing on what you can control
how to deal with disappointment

further resources and where to get help.
Dr Carr-Gregg’s presentation will run for 45 minutes.
This will be followed by a 15-minute question-andanswer session in which parents and carers can ask Dr
Carr-Gregg questions.
Webinar details





When: Tuesday 25 August




Format: online via Webex

Time: 7:30pm
Duration: 45-minute presentation followed by 15minute questions and answers session
Cost: free

How to register
To register and for more information visit the Managing
the Coronacoaster – Tips for building resilient families in
the coronavirus era eventbrite page.

YEAR 12 IMPORTANT DATES
The dates for the General Achievement Test (GAT)
and the Year 12 End of Year Written Exams have
now been confirmed.
Please note the change of date of the GAT which
has now been re-scheduled following the
announcement of the return to remote learning from
Wednesday 5th August
Other dates are still to be confirmed.
Please watch this space for updates
when they are advised.


GAT (General Achievement
Test) - Wednesday October 7th - (change of
date following the return to remote learning on
August 5th)



Last day of Year 12 Classes - To be advised



Year 12 Celebration Assembly - To be advised



Year 12 End of Year Written Exams - Week
commencing Tuesday 10th November - To be
completed by Tuesday 1st December



Valedictory Dinner - To be advised

