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Issue 16 - Friday 16th October, 2020
Wed 21st

Year 12 Practice English Exam 9 am - 12.15 - at the new Oberon High
School - Armstrong Creek
Year 7 visit to the new school P1 - 4
Year 8 visit to the new school P5 & 6
Year 11 Outdoor Ed Canoeing Excursion
Year 10 Duke of Ed Canoeing Excursion
GEELONG CUP DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY SCHOOL CLOSED

Year 12 German Oral Examination
- 11 am - 1 pm
Thurs 22nd Year 12 Drama Solo Examination 1 pm - 4 pm
Year 9 visit to the new school P1 & 2
Year 10 visit to the new school P3 & 4
Year 11 visit to the new school P5 & 6
Frid 23rd
GRAND FINAL/THANK YOU PUBLIC
HOLIDAY - SCHOOL CLOSED
Wed 28th
Year 12 - last day of classes

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Principals Report
Welcome back to Term 4. It was great to have the students
and staff return onsite from Monday this week after the two
months in remote learning. I appreciate that it hasn’t been
an easy time for all within our school community but
everyone has done a wonderful job ensuring that the
students wellbeing as well as their learning has been
catered for as we worked through an unprecedented
situation.
Hopefully all students and staff had a restful third term
break and were able to make use of some of the reduced
restrictions that we, in Regional Victoria, have been
allowed. From my interactions with the students and staff
this week, all are enjoying being back into the routine of
school.
However with the return to face to face teaching onsite, the
Department of Education are ensuring that we are following
very strict guidelines that must be followed by all staff and
students. I highlighted these to the school community in my
letter which was distributed on the 7th October and is
available on our XUNO Portal.
These guidelines have been implemented to minimise the
chances of a Covid19 outbreak in our school, and if this did
occur, to limit its spread. I encourage you to familiarise
yourself with the guidelines in the letter and discuss the
importance of following these with your children.
Armstrong Creek
The new school site is now complete and we were handed
the keys to the buildings on Monday 21st September.
School staff and School Council members have had the
opportunity to tour the new buildings and we are now
planning the logistics of how we can provide this same
opportunity to our current students.
I am aware that many parents and community members are
also keen to visit the school, however until restrictions are
reduced this will be difficult for us to accommodate.
Parent Opinion Survey
The Department of Education has informed us that they will
still be expecting schools to undertake the Parent Opinion
Survey with a randomly selected group of parents from our
school. If you do receive an email, I encourage you to
complete this as it does provide valuable feedback to us,
identifying areas of improvement as well as areas where we
are doing a good job.

Staff Changes
There are a couple of important changes to our staffing for
Term 4. Ms Aleesha Platt has taken family leave from the
start of Term 4 and I am pleased to inform the school
community that she is the mum of a beautiful boy named
Banks Oliver. Ms Alex Molinari has replaced Ms Platt for
Term 4 as Year 11 Manager.
I would like to welcome back Mrs Anne Fuller who returns to
the school after being on family leave.
Year 12 Final Day
Our Year 12s will have their last day at school on Thursday
29th October. Due to the current guidelines, that are in
place with COVID19, this year will look very different to
previous years as we will not be able to hold a General
Assembly. However, we currently planning to farewell the
students, reflect on their time at Oberon High School and
wish them well in their upcoming exam period in a COVID
safe way.
Intentions for 2021
If students are not returning to Oberon High School in 2021,
can families contact the school and speak with one of the
Assistant Principals in regards to this.
Public Holidays
A reminder that the school is closed on Wednesday 21 st
October (Geelong Cup Day) as this is the designated public
holiday for schools in Geelong and also on Friday 23rd
October (AFL Grand Final/Thank You Day) which is a
statewide public holiday. School classes will run as normal
on Melbourne Cup day.

Tim McMahon

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 2020
THE GEELONG CUP PUBLIC HOLIDAY
IS ON WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 21ST
FRIDAY 23RD OCTOBER
IS THE GRAND FINAL/THANK YOU DAY
PUBLIC HOLIDAY
SCHOOL WILL BE CLOSED ON THESE DAYS
PLEASE MARK THESE DATES
IN YOUR CALENDAR

12 Pickett Crescent, Belmont, 3216
Ph: 5243 4444
Web: www.oberonhs.vic.edu.au
Email: oberon.hs@education.vic.gov.au

OBERON CHRISTMAS APPEAL 2020
As part of Oberon High School’s commitment to community service, each year we organise an Oberon Christmas
Appeal. Students from the Year 7G and 7H Enhancement classes are coordinating the annual fundraising
appeal as part of their volunteering component of the Compass Awards program. A raffle and other activities will
contribute to their fundraising efforts.
Our Christmas appeal will support Uniting VT, who each year generously assist many of our Oberon families to
purchase textbooks and uniforms. Through our fundraising efforts, we will present Uniting VT (Barwon) with a selection
of children’s gifts which will be distributed to local families in need.
To assist with the annual
donation could include:







appeal, we encourage students and their families to donate gifts. Suggested items for
Toys - e.g.: Lego, cars, dolls and beach toys
Arts and crafts items
Colouring items - e.g.: textas, pencils and colouring books
DVDs - targeted for children - e.g. Rated G, or PG
Sporting equipment - e.g.: bats and balls
Gift cards

Due to health regulations we are unable to accept second-hand items.
Families are welcome to make a direct financial contribution. All money raised will be used to
purchase Christmas gifts for children in need. Items/donations will be collected up until the end of
November and can be left at the General Office.
If you have any questions please contact either Ms Louise Monotti or Ms Anne Dooley on 5243 4444.

OBERON STUDENTS
MAKING A DIFFERENCE

LIONS YOUTH
OF THE YEAR

Congratulations to Oberon students Alannah Fitzgerald,
Conor Fitzgerald, Chaise Mayson and Harper Bolton
who, along with Sacred Heart students Ella and Ruby,
recently hosted a trivia fundraiser to purchase and plant
indigenous trees for ‘carbon capture’ and revegetation
of the Surf Coast’s vulnerable habitat.

Congratulations to Year 11 student Abby Geddes who
has progressed to the Zone Final of the Lions Youth of
the Year to be held in March 2021. The Club Final was
held at the Winchelsea Lions Club via Zoom.

So far they have raised over $1,000. Every cent will go
directly to purchasing plants and then the team will be
working with SANE to plant them! The most effective
carbon offset $ you can spend.
Making a difference and showing our young people that
they can make a difference through direct action!
If you would like to donate please follow the link:
https://gf.me/u/yzf5h6

Abby was interviewed at length about her achievements
and was asked to answer some general knowledge
questions. She then had to respond for two minutes
each to two impromptu questions. Abby then gave a 5
minute presentation.
Well done Abby and good luck for the Zone Final.

SCHOOL MAGAZINE PAYMENT DEADLINE
A notice to parents who would like an
Oberon High School Magazine for 2020
The deadline for payment ($22.00) is
Friday 30th October, 2020
Payments can be made via the Parent Portal
or by credit card over the phone
CAMPS, SPORTS, EXCURSIONS FUND
(CSEF)
Families who have a Centrelink Benefit card can still
apply for the CSEF. The closing date for 2020 is now
Friday 27th November. (the date has been extended
due to the pandemic).

Photo courtesy of Go Fund Me

If you had forgotten to apply at the beginning of the year
or if you have recently been placed on a Centrelink
benefit (eligibility date - 5/10/20) please contact the
school for an application form.

YEAR 12 IMPORTANT DATES
The date for the Year 12 End of Year
Written Exams have now been confirmed.
Please note the change of date of the GAT which
has now been re-scheduled following the
announcement of the return to remote learning
from
Wednesday 5th August

Other dates are still to be confirmed.
Please watch this space for updates when
they are advised.


Last day of Year 12 Classes - To be
advised



Year 12 Celebration Assembly - To be
advised



Year 12 End of Year Written Exams - Week
commencing Tuesday 10th November - To
be completed by Tuesday 1st December



Valedictory Dinner - To be advised

FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR BOOKS
& UNIFORMS FOR 2021
Uniting VT Barwon has access to limited funds to
provide assistance for families who may need extra
support with the financial cost of text books (including
the cost of the digital books subscription to Education
Perfect) and uniforms for 2021. Families need to
have a current Health Care Card to be eligible for
support. As part of the process Uniting VT require an
adult family member to attend an interview to help
determine the needs and support that the family require.
Unfortunately the funds do not enable Uniting VT
Barwon to assist all families with a Centrelink
benefit card, thus it is important to get in early. Due to
the government restrictions and regulations regarding
Covid 19, the interview process will be done differently
for this year and will be as follows.
All interviews will be conducted via phone with Sam
Mackenzie: Student Wellbeing Manager – Oberon
High School between 9.00am and 4.00pm. Interviews
will be conducted from October 26th until December 4th,
2020. Please contact the school on 52 434 444 to
arrange an interview time.
If you have further questions or queries regarding this
process, please feel free to contact myself at Oberon
High School on 52 43 4444.

Sam Mackenzie
Student Wellbeing Manager

AN IMPORTANT HEALTH REMINDER
FOR PARENTS
THUNDERSTORM ASTHMA
Grass pollen season occurs between October and
December. Parents are reminded of an increased risk
of seasonal asthma, hay fever and epidemic
thunderstorm asthma during this time.
Epidemic thunderstorm asthma events are triggered by
an uncommon combination of high grass pollen levels
and a certain type of thunderstorm, resulting in large
numbers of people developing asthma symptoms over a
short period of time.
People with a history of asthma, undiagnosed asthma or
hay fever are at an increased risk of epidemic
thunderstorm asthma during this time. Having both hay
fever and asthma that are poorly managed increases
the risk further.
More than ever before, this year it’s important for
students manage any hay fever or asthma symptoms,
as these conditions can produce symptoms that are
similar to coronavirus (Covid-19) such as runny nose,
cough or shortness of breath.
Parents of students with asthma are asked to provide
an updated asthma management plan and asthma/hay
fever medication to the school as soon as possible in
addition to ensuring that your son or daughter carry
asthma medication with them at all times.

LANGUAGES NEWS
Junioruni
The Year 10 German class will attend a taster program
being organised by the Goethe-Institut next Tuesday.

German Week Education Perfect
Languages Competition
German students at Oberon were invited by the
MLTAQ German Teachers’ Branch in conjunction with
the German Consulate in Brisbane to take part in their
annual German Week language competition. The
competition finished on Tuesday and we had some
great results. Well done to the following students:













Lily Frampton
7th
Bridey Rookes
14th
Ruchir Bhatt
16th
Aiysha Perkins
23rd
Joshua Palmer
24th
Talitha-Hope Brown
26th
Sarah Watson
44th
Claire Geddes
53rd
River-Ann Clayton
56th
Jeremy Palmer
71st
Darby Doherty
94th
Campbell MacDowell 99th

3,000
1,764
1,545
1,504
1,448
1,374
817
702
640
561
502
500

Emerald
Silver
Silver
Silver
Bronze
Bronze
Credit
Credit
Credit
Credit
Credit
Credit

We have just been notified that
Oberon has won $100
from Intext Book Company for being the
top Interstate School.

LANGUAGES CORNER
CLOTHES
CLOTHES

PAKAIAN

Die KLEIDUNG

jumper

baju

der Pullover

shirt

kemeja

das Hemd

blouse

kebaya

die Bluse

t-shirt

baju kaus

das T-Shirt

hat

topi

der Hut

skirt

rok

der Rock

dress

gaun

das Kleid

jeans

jin

die Jeans

trousers

celana panjang

die Hose

shorts

celana pendek

die Shorts

jacket

jas

die Jacke

shoes

sepatu

die Schuhe

socks

kaus kaki

die Socken

glasses

kacamata

die Brille

PARENTING YOUR TEENAGER
Dates: Tuesday 20 October – 24 November
Time: 7.30pm - 9.00pm
Parenting Your Teenager is a 6-week supportive
program for parents of teens aged 12 to 18 years.
The program aims to:
 Support parents to connect and
communicate with their teens;
 Assist parents with understanding
adolescent development;
 Help parents to assist their teen to
develop emotional intelligence;
 Remain empathetic and stay connected.
All Regional Parenting Service programs are free
and will be run via Zoom
Bookings are Essential.
www.geelongaustralia.com.au/parenting
or Ph: 5272 4781

SOUTH GEELONG NETBALL ASSOCIATION
Representative Trials 2021
Trials for the South Geelong Netball Association
Representative teams will be held at Grinter Reserve,
177 Coppards Road, Newcomb.


DATE - Sunday 8th & 15th November
commencing @ 9:30am.
11/U
9.30am - 11am
13/U
11 am - 12.30pm
15/U & 17/U
12.30pm – 2 pm

Teams to be selected for 2021:





17/U x 1 team - born 2007 - 2004 Non
compulsory* training team, objective to reach
Association Championships.
15/U x 1 team - born 2007 / 2006
13/U x 2 teams - born 2009 / 2008 1 bottom age,
1 top age team
11/U x 2 tournament squad - born 2011 / 2010 1
bottom age, 1 top age team

In order to trial you must have filled out and submitted
this online form. https://forms.gle/
DWugeARiAhVjxFJv8

A huge thank you and congratulations to everyone who took on the challenge of STEPtember last month to show
support, move more and raise awareness/funds to improve the lives of children and adults with Cerebral Palsy in
Australia. It is incredible that as a school we managed to raise a massive $12,133!! As you can imagine, Connor, his
family and myself have been completely blown away by the effort, support and generosity from so many people within
our awesome school community.
It was great to see people making so much effort to hit their 10k steps each day, highlighting the need for us all to get
up and move more, especially Just because STEPtember is over, it doesn’t mean that the routine of making an effort to
move should be. Keep on striving for those steps each day and try to break up periods of sitting every 30 minutes.

Lastly, I wanted to acknowledge the following legends for their outstanding fundraising and stepping achievements
throughout the whole month! Love your work!!
Caitlyn Parfett

