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Friday 11th
Monday 14th - Thursday 17th

-

Friday 18th

-

YEARS 7- 9 FINAL DAY OF SCHOOL
Staff preparation for move to Armstrong Creek. No
classes held for students. Supervision will be
provided for any students in attendance at school if
required.
LAST DAY OF THE VICTORIAN SCHOOL TERM

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
This is our last newsletter for the year and the last
newsletter that is written from the Belmont location of
Oberon High School. Whilst the relocation from the
Belmont site brings with it some sadness as we leave
behind fifty eight years of history and memories, the new
school offers an amazing opportunity for our current
school community as well as future members of our
school community. As part of the relocation to Armstrong
Creek we have incorporated plans that allow us to honour
the history of our school from both locations.
Awards Day
Unfortunately this year, given the restrictions associated
with COVID19 around large indoor gatherings, we are
unable to run our Awards Day at Costa Hall. However, we
believe it is still important to recognise the students for
their achievements over the year including the
presentation of awards that would normally have occurred
at the Awards Day. Therefore we have been running Year
Level assemblies to cater for this purpose.
We have been videoing these assemblies and we will be
providing parents with links to these once these have
been concluded. We will also be providing a summary
newsletter of the students that have received awards for
the 2020 school year.
School Bussing 2021
As was previously detailed in the last Newsletter and also
in my letter sent to the school community, the
arrangements for the bussing to transport students to the
new school site at Armstrong Creek for the 2021 school
year are available on the McHarry’s website via the
following link https://mcharrys.com.au/school-bus/
I have sent a separate letter to country bus travellers
which details the arrangements for them regarding
transportation to the new site as these arrangements are
different to students accessing Public Transport Victoria
school specials.
Valedictory Evening
Given that it was highly unlikely two months ago, it was
terrific to be able to run a Valedictory Evening for our Year
12 students and some of their family members on Monday
7th December and farewell them in such a positive way.

certificates on Wednesday 30th December, 2020.
Our careers team will be available onsite at the new
school to discuss and help with changes of preferences
for tertiary study on both Wednesday 30th and Thursday
31st December, 2020.
Grade 6 to Year 7 Transition
It was great to have the Grade 6 students who will be
joining us in 2021 as Year 7s at the school on Tuesday
8th December as part of the transition program. Thank
you to Ms Renae Barnett who organised the program and
to our Year 9 buddy students who helped out during the
day.
Due to COVID regulations our usual two day orientation
program was restricted to one day. The students spent
part of the day at the Belmont campus and part of the
day at the new campus in Armstrong Creek.
Reports
The end of semester reports will be available on the
Portal on Thursday 17th December. I encourage students
and parents to read these reports and reflect on the
comments made by the teachers. We should always be
looking for improvement and this can only occur through
feedback and self-reflection.
School Council
The final School Council meeting for the year was held
on Wednesday 9th December. I wish to take this
opportunity to thank all Council members for giving up
their time during the year to attend Council meetings and
contribute to our school community. Your contribution to
the life of the school this year has been very much
appreciated.
DET Scholarships for 2021
Students have the opportunity to apply for a range of
DET Scholarships for the 2021 school year.
More than 140 scholarships, ranging in value from $600
to $30,000, are available to Year 12 students undertaking
further study in 2021. Recipients are able to use their
scholarships to pay for iPads/computers, tertiary fees,
and accommodation.

VCE Results
Students will receive their VCE results and VCAL
12 Pickett Crescent, Belmont, 3216
Ph: 5243 4444
Web: www.oberonhs.vic.edu.au
Email: oberon.hs@education.vic.gov.au
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CHESS NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

More than 100 scholarships, ranging in value from $300
to $1,000, are available to students in Years 4 to 11.
Previous recipients have used their scholarships to
purchase textbooks, school uniforms, and computers.

Unable to play face-to-face chess in 2020, like so many
other activities, the interschool tournaments pivoted to be
held online. Competing in two regional tournaments, our
Oberon teams, Middle Years and Open Secondary, had a
successful year with both qualifying for the State
Championships. The Open Secondary finished well and
narrowly qualified for the national tournament - the first
time Oberon has achieved such success.

Applications for the Year 12 scholarships are now open,
with the others to open shortly.
To explore the scholarships available and for information
on how to apply, see: Student scholarships or via the
following website link https://www.eduweb.vic.gov.au/
scholarships/register.aspx
Intentions 2021
If you are aware that your son/daughter isn’t returning to
Oberon in 2021, can you please inform the school as
soon as possible. We are currently planning for 2021 and
confirmation of students in all year levels is an important
part of this process.
Return to School Dates 2021
Just to inform Parents/Guardians in advance that the
2021 school year will commence with a student staggered
start as follows:
 Monday 18th January
OFFICE OPEN – please note our new school phone
number is 4241 8000 from the beginning of the 2021
school year and we have a new Student Absence Line
– 4241 8088.
 Wednesday, 27th January
Teachers return to school (Student Free Day)
 Thursday, 28th January

Student Free Day

 Friday, 29th January
First day for all new Year 7 students, all Year 11 and
12 students (as well as Year 10 students undertaking a
Year 11 subject).
 Monday 1st February First day for all other students.
As this is the last newsletter for the 2020 school year, I
would like to thank the school community for the
continued support of Oberon during what has been a very
difficult year for so many members of our community due
to the COVID19 pandemic. I hope that everyone has a
wonderful Christmas vacation spending time with family
and friends and look forward to welcoming you to the new
school for the beginning of the 2021 school year.

Tim McMahon
OBERON STUDENTS MAKE THE NEWS WITH AN
AUSTRALIAN FIRST

Year 9 students Ella Sieber and Cooper Blackley appeared recently
in the Geelong Advertiser in a story covering Oberon’s involvement in
an Australian first experiment with Virtual Reality Design.

Article as reported in the Geelong Advertiser

Courtesy of students competing from New Zealand across
to Western Australia, the online tournament for the
National Championships was held over two days (30
November and 1 December) and various time zones
(covering a five-hour time difference).
In amongst
completing seven ‘blitz’ matches, students were able to
listen to a series of lectures which provided participants
with an opportunity to improve their strategic skills.
The talent amongst the field of 175 players was strong,
however our team of five boys were very focused and by
the end of the tournament, each student had improved
their individual ranking. Across the two-day event, our
team position was continually shifting on the ‘live ladder’ for one brief moment we were holding sixth place (out of
23 competing schools). Our final placing, 13th, was a
pleasing effort, given it was our first time stepping up to
participate in yet another high standard of competition.
Ruchir was again our best performer; his match play going
so well, at one stage he was required to be audited by the
‘fair play’ arbiter to confirm he was not receiving additional
assistance. I can assure everyone, Ruchir was most
certainly following the ‘fair play’ rules.
As always, thanks again to Mr Ciociu, our wonderful chess
master. Each week ‘Mr C’ has sacrificed his lunchtimes to
guide and encourage the boys and given their success in
2020, it has clearly been beneficial. Assuming our 2021
school routine is ‘normal’, we look forward to recruiting
more students and ideally competing in some face-to-face
tournaments.
Congratulations to the five boys - Daniel Locke (Year 9),
Ruchir Bhatt, Kai Bowie, Navneet Jaswal (Year 10) and
Braydan Jenkins (Year 11) for their commitment and effort
throughout the year. They are to be commended for their
personal achievements.
If the students continue to
“practice, practice, practice”, they will be on the right track
to qualify for the nationals next year - a goal they are all
striving to achieve.
Louise Monotti

WARRALILY CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR
On Sunday November 8th Chloe Lewis, Abagail Geddes, Ashlee Nearn
and I went to Warralily to film our Warralily Christmas Spectacular
performance. With group rehearsals and singing banned for much of the
year due to Covid, it was both a challenge and a wonderful opportunity
to be able to sing on a stage, in front of cameras and with a professional
sound team.
The year 11 singers were able to rehearse as part of their essential
assessment for VCE Music Performance and did an amazing job
performing 4 songs – including 2 unaccompanied A’Capella songs in
extremely strong winds and high temperatures. The performance will be
lived streamed at 10am and 6pm on Friday the 18th December. The
performance can be found at either the Warralily Website or the
Warralily Facebook page.

LANGUAGES NEWS
Farewell to Max Filippzik - DET German Language Assistant 2020
Max has been at Oberon High School for two
days each week during 2020. He has helped out with all
German classes and both the students and teachers will
be sad to say goodbye to him at the end of next week.

The combined years 11 & 12 classes benefitted so
much from Max and learning new idioms and
vocabulary as well as regularly practising speaking
skills.

Max has helped out in the classroom and with remote
learning. Many students logged on to lessons only to see
and hear Max singing German songs or playing German
cartoons. If they arrived late, they missed out! German
lessons remotely were hopefully a lot of fun for the
students with Max!

Junior classes have also learnt so much – surfing in
Germany, sport, Hamburg, music, history, etc. Max will
return to Hamburg where he will finish his teacher
training during 2021. We wish him well for the future
and who knows, maybe he can come back to our great
region and teach German and sport! Max will certainly
miss the surfing!
“Vielen, vielen Dank, Max. Wir werden dich sehr
vermissen!”

We don’t often realise how big
Australia is in comparison to
other countries

CHRISTMAS APPEAL
This Term 7H and 7G successfully raised $1300 as a part
of their Compass Award program for the annual Oberon
Christmas Appeal. Students organised a chocolate and lolly
raffle, a casual clothes day and sold cold drinks to students
at lunch.
Toys were purchased from Kmart at Waurn Ponds for boys
and girls from ages 0-12 years. These toys together with
those that were generously donated by many Oberon
families, were wrapped and donated to Uniting Care,
Belmont.
We would like to thank the many families and staff who
were so very kind with their donations for this worthy cause.
7H enjoyed volunteering their time particularly when there
are many families who may appreciate a little extra support
and care in the year that was 2020.
7H and Mrs Anne Dooley

Knowing that a lot of kids will be happier
this Christmas makes me really happy.

It was a fun and rewarding experience.

It was a great chance to step up and be
responsible while doing it for a good cause.
It was good to know that the less fortunate
will be getting presents this year.

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER - PLEASE MARK IN YOUR DIARY
YEAR 12
Wednesday 30th December
ALL YEAR LEVELS
Friday 11th December
Monday 14th - Friday 17th December
Friday 18th December

Year 12 results released
Final Day of School for Students in Years 7 - 9
School Relocation Preparation - NO CLASSES HELD FOR
STUDENTS. SUPERVISION WILL BE PROVIDED FOR
STUDENTS IF REQUIRED.
LAST DAY OF THE 2020 VICTORIAN SCHOOL TERM

COMMENCEMENT DATES FOR EARLY 2021
Monday 18th January - Friday 22nd January
Monday 25th January
Tuesday 26th January
Wednesday 27th January
Thursday 28th January
Friday 29th January
Monday 1st February
Monday 1st February - Friday 5th February 2021
Wednesday 10th February
Thursday 11th February
Friday 19th February
Tuesday 9th March
Wednesday 24th March
Friday 26th March
Tuesday 27th April

School Office Open
School Office Open
Australia Day Public Holiday - SCHOOL CLOSED
First day of Term 1, 2021
- STUDENT FREE DAY
- School Office Open
- Teachers return to school
Second day of Term 1, 2021 - STUDENT FREE DAY
- School Office Open
- All staff in attendance
Students in Years 7, 11 & 12 commence school
Students in Years 8, 9 & 10 commence school.
ALL students now in attendance.
Year 7 Transition Camp - Alexandra Adventure Camp
School Photo Day. Information will be provided before photo day.
Year 8 2021 - 2nd HPV Immunisation (2nd dose for Yr 7 2020
students)
Oberon Swimming Carnival
School Photo Catch Up Day
Year 10 Meningococcal Immunisation
Oberon Athletics Carnival
Year 7 Immunisation - HPV Dose 1 & Boostrix
STUDENT FREE DAYS 2021
The following days have been approved by the Oberon
High School - School Council as student free for 2020:
 Wednesday 27th January - Designated for all schools
 Thursday 28th January - Staff Preparation Day
 Monday 10th May - Staff Professional Development
Day
 Thursday 12th August - Report Writing Day
Please mark these dates in your diary.

SCHOOL MAGAZINE 2020
Parents please note that if you have ordered and paid for a
copy of the 2020 Oberon High School, School Magazine;
they will be distributed to students early in Term 1, 2021.

Oberon High School
S h a p e Y o u r F u tu re - G o O n e B e tte r
We look forward to welcoming our students and families to our wonderful new School at Armstrong Creek for the start
of the 2021 school year.





Monday 18th January - Friday 22nd January
Monday 25th January
Tuesday 26th January
Wednesday 27th January



Thursday 28th January




Friday 29th January
Monday 1st February

-

- School Office Open
- School Office Open
- Australia Day Public Holiday - School Closed
- First day of Term 1, 2021
- STUDENT FREE DAY
- School Office Open
- Teachers return to school
- Second Day of Term 1, 2021
- STUDENT FREE DAY
- School Office Open
- All staff in attendance
- Students in Years 7, 11 & 12 commence school
- Students in Years 8, 9 & 10 commence school.
All students now in attendance

Oberon High School, 163 Batten Road, Armstrong Creek, 3217
Ph: 5241 8000 Absence Hotline: 4241 8088
Email: oberon.hs@education.vic.gov.au
Web: www.oberonhs.vic.edu.au

AN IMPORTANT SAFETY MESSAGE
FROM BARWON COAST COMMITTEE OF
MANAGEMENT
JUMPING FROM JETTIES AND PIERS
Jumping from piers and jetties might seem like a
harmless activity on hot days, however it is a dangerous
activity that can lead to serious injury. Summer holidays
are almost upon us and we are seeing an increase in
people under 18 jumping or diving into the Barwon River
at Barwon Heads from the Public Jetty and William
Buckley Pedestrian Bridge. This is often with the
support of their parents.
It is important that your children understand that
jumping into a natural water body such as the Barwon
Estuary can result in a serious spinal injury or death.
Tides and sand movement make the safety of jumping
different every time. Water depths, sand bars and
submerged debris and rubbish around jetties and
bridges can change on a daily basis which makes water
conditions unpredictable.
The key message is: Safety is everyone’s
responsibility; please observe all safety signage
and don’t jump from piers and jetties this summer.
Find a safe place to access the water.
Gary McPike
CEO Barwon Coast

YEAR 12 VALEDICTORY EVENING
A wonderful Valedictory Celebration was held at our new school on Monday
7th December for the last Year 12 Cohort from the Oberon Belmont Campus.
Farewell Year 12 Class of 2020 and best wishes for the future.

FIFTY-SEVEN YEARS OF MEMORIES AT BELMONT
MANY MORE TO COME AT ARMSTRONG CREEK

Times and fashions have
changed over the past 57
years but the Oberon tradition
will continue long into the
future at our wonderful new
school at Armstrong Creek.

