
Firstly w e should be looking to minimise parent 
car drop-offs and therefore car traffic by getting as 
many students to access the school buses that have 
been provided to transport the students to and from 
school.  As I have previously communicated all students 
who were previously enrolled with Oberon High in 2020 
and their siblings are able to access free bussing.  The 
bus routes and timetables are available on the 
McHarry’s website through the following link https://
mcharrys.com.au/school-bus/ 

Secondly for parents that have to drive students 
to school they should be accessing the school via Eagle 
Bay Road and drop students off on this road as well.   
After dropping your children off you will be able to 
continue to the end of Eagle Bay Road turn left onto 
Batten Road and left onto Central Boulevard.  If parents 
driving are all following this route it will ensure a one 
way stream of traffic around the school including the 
buses dropping off students.  It will also ensure that 
nobody is trying to do U turns at the front of the school 
on Batten Road, which is already congested and quite 
narrow due to residential parking even outside of school 
drop-off and pick-up times. 

School Structure 
The relevant Assistant Principals and year level 
managers that should be contacted if you have a 
concern with your son/daughter are as follows: 

Year 7-9 

 Assistant Principal Year 7-9–Mr Josh Baker 

 Year 7 Manager–Ms Emily Parsons/Ms Caitlyn Parfett 

 Year 8 Manager–Ms Anna Shaw/Mrs Michelle Nash 

 Year 9 Manager-Mr Adam Freeman/Mr Sean Fitzgerald 

Year 10-12 

 Assistant Principal Year 10-12–Mrs Bronwyn Knight 

 Year 10 Manager–Mrs Candece Gosper 

 Year 11 Manager–Mrs Carol Champion 

 Year 12 Manager–Ms Alex Molinari 

Mobile Phones 
 

A reminder that, as in previous years and from the 
directive of the Education Minister, our school policy on  
mobile phones and associated devices means that these 
devices are banned from all state schools during the 
school day.  
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Principal’s Report 
Welcome back to the 2021 school year, I hope that 
everyone had a great holiday break and are looking 
forward to the year ahead as we continue our journey 
of Oberon High School at the new school site in 
Armstrong Creek.   

I would like to welcome any new students and their 
families to the Oberon High School community, I am 
sure that you will have a very positive educational 
experience whilst at the school.   

A number of staff have joined the school for the 2021 
school year.  I would like to welcome: 

 Mr Chris McConnell joins us from Rosehill 
Secondary College and is teaching Design 
Technology Wood and Systems 

 Mr Mirza Skelic joins us from Mornington 
Secondary College and is teaching Languages 
German 

 Ms Arika Landolina joins us as a Graduate 
Teacher and is teaching English/Humanities 

 Ms Kate Anderson joins us a Graduate Teacher 
and is teaching VCAL/Humanities 

 Mrs Geetika Saggar joins us as a Graduate 
Teacher and is teaching Design Technology Food/
Fibre 

 Mr Alex Ray joins us a Graduate Teacher and is 
teaching Mathematics/Science 

 Mr Todd Williams joins us a Graduate Teacher 
and is teaching Mathematics/Science 

 Ms Chloe Scott joins us as the Sport Assistant 

 Mr Mark Benson joins us as an Instrumental 
Music Teacher 

 Ms Holly Ballard joins us as an English Tutor 

 Mr Darcy Stiles joins us as a Mathematics Tutor 

 Mr Brendan Wright joins us an English Tutor 
 
Traffic Congestion  
Thanks to the school community with their support in 
following the suggested strategies to minimise 
congestion around the school during drop-off and pick 
up times.   

As previously mentioned if parents can continue 
implementing the following two strategies it will help to 
minimise traffic congestion and prioritise student safety. 

Tues 23rd Year 12 Systems Excursion - Tech School 
  Year 11 Outdoor Ed Excursion - Surfing 

Wed 24th Year 11 Tech School Excursion 
 
MARCH 

Tues 2nd - Wed 3rd - Year 10 Outdoor Ed Sailing  
Thurs 4th Year 7 Immunisations 

Mon 8th LABOUR DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY - SCHOOL 
  CLOSED 

Tues 9th School Photos - Catch Up Day 
 
 

Absence Hotline - 03 4241 8088 Issue 01  -   Friday 5th February, 2021 

163 Batten Road, Armstrong Creek  Vic  3217     Ph: 03 4241 8000  
Web: www.oberonhs.vic.edu.au       Email: oberon.hs@education.vic.gov.au 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

FEBRUARY 

Tues 9th Yr 11 Outdoor Ed Swim Test -  
  Yr 12 VCAL Short Course Day 
  Yr 12 Outdoor Ed Excursion - Hike - P1 - 6 

Wed 10th School Photo Day - further information in this 
  Newsletter 
  School Council Meeting   

Thurs 17th Yr 12 VCAL Short Course Day 
  Year 11 Outdoor Ed - Half Day Hike 
  Year 12 Outdoor Ed - Surfing 

Frid 19th Whole School - Swimming Sports-Kardinia Pool 

https://mcharrys.com.au/school-bus/
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Students will be required to switch off their phones and 
store them securely in lockers from the start of the 
school day until the final bell.  

If an emergency occurs, parents or guardians can reach 
their child by calling the school’s General Office.   

The school mobile phone policy can be found on the 
school website through the following link. 

https://www.oberonhs.vic.edu.au/site/about-oberon/
policy-documents/student-handbook-documents/ 

Year 12 2020 VCE Results and Destination 
Data 

The 2020 Year 12 cohort achieved some excellent 
results in their VCE with a median study score of 29 and 
4% of students with a study score of over 40.   

The Dux was Daisy McNeilly  Congratulations Daisy!  
Our VCE results placed the school above the State 
School average based on our mean study score and as 
the highest performing State School in Geelong, once 
again a great achievement.   

Most of our students received their first preference, 
with the majority of students heading to Deakin 
University.   

Other institutions where students have enrolled 
included the University of Melbourne, Australian 
Catholic University and RMIT. 

Popular areas of study included Nursing and Education. 

Our 2020 VCAL students have achieved some 
outstanding pathway destinations, with many gaining 
ongoing apprenticeships and traineeships as a result of 
their work placements whilst in Year 12.  

Some VCAL students have commenced further study at 
The Gordon and other TAFEs, accessing Diploma 
courses based on their Senior VCAL qualifications.  

School Council Election Nominations 

The 2021 year will see a number of parent members of 
our School Council finish their two year tenures.  I 
therefore encourage any interested parents/guardians 
who wish to make a contribution to the school 
community and have a greater understanding of and 
influence on the future direction of the school, to 
nominate yourself for school council.   

The school is currently going through a unique 
transition phase with the relocation to the new school 
site this year.   

We currently have vacancies in the following categories:  

 Parent member- 3 vacancies (2 years) 

 Student member- 1 vacancy (2 years) 

If you are interested in becoming a Council member 
under one of these categories please contact me before 
15th February on 4241 8000.  

The deadline for nominations is 4pm on Monday 15th 
February.  If you only require a nomination form one is 
attached with this newsletter.   

If we have more people interested than there are 
vacancies, a Council election will be held to determine 
the successful Council members. 

See the timeline in this newsletter for more information 
or contact the school if you require further information. 

Year 7 Camp 

Our Year 7s have spent three days this week on camp 
at Alexandria as part of their transition to secondary 
school. 
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Thank you to all of the staff members, both teaching 
and non-teaching, who spent time away from their 
families to supervise the students. 

School Swimming Sports 

The school will be holding the House Swimming Sports 
at the Kardinia Pool on Friday 19th February.  Students 
are to come to school as per usual and will be 
transported to and from the venue.   

With regard to attendance at the Swimming Sports by 
Parents and other family members, please note that 
there are COVID19 rules that apply for outdoor events 
relating to space/density limits.  Parents and family 
members are encouraged to attend but we do ask that 
you please contact the school prior to the event to 
register your name as attending the event. 

School Visitors 

A reminder that parents/guardians must report to the 
main office when they come onto the school grounds 
for a meeting, to pick up your child for an appointment 
or any other reason.  Your adherence to this protocol is 
appreciated. 

If parents need to come onsite you will need to follow 
the COVID19 safe guidelines which are depicted as you 
enter the office area. 

DET Policy on Personal Items 

A reminder that the Department Education and Training 
does not hold insurance nor does it accept responsibility 
for private property brought to school by students, staff 
and visitors. 

School Camps 

The school encourages parents to consider taking out 
travel insurance for school camps as schools often incur 
a cancellation fee that we are not able to absorb if your 
child is forced to withdraw due to unforeseen 
circumstances. 

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible 
families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and 
sporting activities. 

If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such 
as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card, Centrelink Health Care 
Card or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a temporary 
foster parent, you may be eligible. There is also a 
special consideration category for asylum seeker and 
refugee families. 

Payment amounts this year are $225 for eligible 
secondary school students.  Payments are made direct 
to the school to use towards expenses relating to 
camps, excursions and sporting activities for the benefit 
of your child. 

If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, 
you do not need to complete an application form this 
year, unless there has been a change in your family 
circumstances. 

If you would like to apply for the first time, please 
contact the school office on 4241 8000 and ask for an 
application form.  

You can also download the form, and find out more 
about the program and eligibility, on the Department of 
Education and Training’s Camps, Sports and Excursions 
Fund web page. 
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The Nomination Form is on the last page of this 
newsletter or may be obtained from the school and 
must be lodged by 4.00pm on Monday 15th February 
2021. 

Following the closing of nominations a list of the 
nominations received will be posted at the school. 

The terms of office, membership categories and 
number of positions in each membership category open 
for election are as follows: 

Notice of Election and Call for Nominations 
An election is to be conducted for members 
of the School Council of Oberon High School 

Event Date 

Notice of Election and 
call for nominations 

Friday 5th February 

Closing date for 
nominations 

Monday 15th February, 4pm 

Date by which the list 
of candidates and 
nominators will be 
displayed 

Tuesday 16th February, 4pm 

Date by which ballot 
papers will be prepared 
and distributed 

Wednesday 18th February 

Close of Ballot Wednesday 3rd March, 4pm 

First Council meeting 
elect Office Bearers 

Wednesday 10th March 

Check with the school office if you are unsure, and 
please return completed forms to the school office as 
soon as possible. 

Privacy Reminder 

Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student 
and parent personal information for standard school 
functions or where permitted by law, as stated in 
the Schools’ Privacy Policy. 

Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s 
collection statement, found on our website https://
www.oberonhs.vic.edu.au/site/about-oberon/policy-
documents/student-handbook-documents/. 

Face Masks 

Following the Victorian State Government’s 
announcement regarding new statewide restrictions 
that came into effect at 11.59pm on Wednesday 3rd 
February, there is new guidance for schools regarding 
the wearing of masks.  People aged 12 and over must 
wear a fitted face mask when in public indoor spaces 
unless there is a lawful reason not to.  

Therefore students aged 12 and over must wear a face 
mask indoors when at school unless an exception 
applies.  Students are also required to wear face masks 
if travelling to and from school on the school or public 
bus services.  School staff are not required to wear a 
face masks while teaching or caring, however are 
required to wear face masks in indoor areas of the 
school when not teaching or caring. 

All visitors to the school including parents, must wear 
masks when indoors unless there is a lawful reason not 
to. 

Tim McMahon 

Oberon High School 
163 Batten Road,  

Armstrong Creek, 3217 

Ph:  4241 8000   

Student Absence Hotline:  4241 8088 
Email: oberon.hs@education.vic.gov.au 

Web:  www.oberonhs.vic.edu.au   

The Oberon High School Parent Newsletter is produced 
fortnightly and is an important source of information for 
parents.   

If you would like to receive the newsletter via 
email and have not included your email address 
on your child’s enrolment information please 
contact the General Office.  

A small number of printed copies are available in the 
Reception Foyer waiting area and it is also distributed 
via the school website www.oberonhs.vic.edu.au 

OBERON HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 
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If the number of nominations is less than the vacancies, 
a notice to that effect and calling for further 
nominations will be posted in a prominent position at 
the school. 

 

                         

Tim McMahon 

Membership 
Category 

Term of 
Office 

Number of 
Positions 

Parent member 2 years 3 

Student 
member 

2 years 1 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
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Welcome to Oberon’s Languages Corner 
 

More than 6 billion people in the world are 
bilingual. Is your child one of them? 

Children who learn languages often outperform their 
fellow students who don’t. Beyond higher academic 
achievement, the follow-on benefits from learning a 
language other than English are considerable. 

Enhancing Literacy and Numeracy Skills 

Research has shown that language learning enhances a 
child’s literacy and numeracy. According to research 
conducted into community languages in secondary 
schools, language learning increases knowledge of word 
and sentence structure. 

Building Confidence 

The communication requirements of language learning 
often lead to increased self and social confidence. 
Languages encourage students to participate more 
actively in the classroom by asking and answering more 
questions, and can initiate new-found success for 
students who have struggled with English. 

Encouraging Cultural Awareness 

Language learning significantly increases students’ 
awareness and understanding of other countries and 
cultures, and therefore increases the ability to deal 
respectfully with others. 

Teaching students to be thinkers  

Language learning is widely recognised as an important 
contributor to the development of problem-solving skills 
that are beneficial across the school curriculum. 

Expanding job opportunities 

Young people who learn languages other than English 
often travel widely after graduation, and have increased 
opportunities to work in exciting overseas jobs, or for 
international companies in Australia. 
 
 

Term 1 29 January -Thursday 1st April  
  (Good Friday - 2nd April) 

Term 2 19th April - 25th June  

Term 3 12th July -17th September 

Term 4 5th October -18th December  
 
 
SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 

Term 1 Holidays 
Monday 5th - Friday 16th April 

- Friday 2nd April - Good Friday - holiday 
- Monday 5th April - Easter Monday holiday 

 
Term 2 Holidays  
Monday 28th June - Friday 12th July 
 
Term 3 Holidays 
Monday 20th September - Friday 1st October  
   

2021 SCHOOL TERMS 

If you son or daughter becomes unwell 
at school the teacher will give them a 
note to come straight to the 
Administration Office to be signed into 
Sick Bay.  If the student is too unwell 
to remain at school a staff member 
from the office will then telephone a 
parent. 

Please remind your son or daughter that Sick Bay is a 
place for sick students to rest before being picked up by 
a parent or to rest for 15 minutes before returning to 
class.  It is not a place for extended stays.   

It is vitally important that parents provide up-to-date 
contact numbers and emergency numbers in case of 
illness or emergency. 
 

For safety reasons it is important that 
students DO NOT telephone parents 

themselves 
 

Please remember that if your child is sick the best 
place for them to recover is at home. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PARENTS  
 SICK BAY 

STUDENT ABSENCES 

A reminder to all parents of the importance of phoning 
in absences early on the day of your child’s absence.   

For your convenience you can leave a message on our 
absence hotline number - 4241 8088.  Please leave your 
child’s name, year level and reason for absence. 

LATE PASSES 

If your child arrives late to school they must first report 
to the Office with a note signed by a Parent or Guardian 
or inform the Office staff, on arrival, that their parent 
has phoned to let the school know that they will be late.  
The Office staff member will check the absence records.  

EARLY LEAVE PASSES 

If your child needs to leave school for a  appointment 
during the day they must have a note signed by a  
Parent or Guardian.  The students ’ will then present 
the note to their teacher who will allow them to leave 
class.  Students must then report to the Administration 
Office with their note before leaving the school. 

If you require to take your child out of school for an 
‘unplanned’ appointment, please phone the school on 
4241 8000 as early as possible to advise that your 
child needs to leave school early.  That way the staff 
can ensure that your child is in the office at the time 
you need to take them. 
 

Thank you for your assistance. 

VISITORS TO THE SCHOOL 
AN IMPORTANT NOTICE 

 
An important reminder that Parents/Guardians and 

other visitors to Oberon High School  

must report to the Administration Office 

when attending school for a meeting, to pick up your 
child from Sick Bay, for an appointment  

or for any other reason. 
 

When visiting the school please enter the school 
through the main entrance at  

163 Batten Road, Armstrong Creek.   
 

Your assistance in this matter is appreciated 

LANGUAGES CORNER 



Annual school photos, including sibling 
photos will be taken at Oberon High 
School by Arthur Reed Photos on 
Wednesday 10th Feb, 2021. 
 
There is no need to return any 

forms or money to school 
 
Unique image codes will be issued to 
all students on or after photo day so 
families can register online to view 
images when they become available in 
the webshop.  
 
Registration is simple, just follow the 3 
simple steps on your child’s 
personalised flyer.  
 
Once you receive it, remember to add 
the codes for all your children 
attending this school. 
 
Even if you registered last year, it’s 
important that you do again this year 
using your child’s 2021 image code to 
link their images for the current year 
with your contact details. 
 
When images are ready to view and in 
the webshop, all parents who have 
registered will be notified by SMS and 
email. 
 

Once registered 
please wait for notification 

that 2021 images 
are online to view 

before making your purchase. 

SCHOOL PHOTOS 

Classes 

Of 

2021 



Could all parents talk with their students about any 
medical needs that they may have.  Please note the 
following: 

Students should always carry Ventolin Puffers,  
Epi-Pens, Diabetic Requirements w ith them on 
outings – often classes go to sporting or other activities 
out of the classroom or school.  Sporting bags are 
locked in the change rooms during class time and are 
not always accessible.   If your student has newly 
diagnosed or changed medical conditions it is 
vital that the school is notified of this information. 

Any students with Anaphalaxis are required to have  
epi-pens (current date) as follows:   

 One to be kept with the updated student’s Action 
Plan at the School Office at all times, to be 
labelled with student’s name.  (Staff 
members will take this one when student is out of 
school on an excursion, on camp or at 
sport)  

 Their own personal named pen to be kept with 
the student at all times. 

 Any changes to their Action Plan must be 
provided to the school.   If your student no 
longer has an allergy we require this 
information in writing from your Doctor. 

STUDENT MEDICAL REQUIREMENTS 

 

The 2nd dose of the Human Papillomavirus HPV 
(Gardasil) immunisation session for current Year 8 
students that was originally scheduled for 
November 26th last year when the 
students were in Year 7, will now take 
place on Thursday 11th February 2021. 

YEAR 10 2021 - Meningococcal ACWY 
Consent forms have been distributed to 
students for the Year 10 2021 
Meningococcal ACWY Immunisation. 

Could parents who have not already done so, please 
give completed consent forms to your son or daughter 
to return to the office even if your child does not 
require the immunisation.   

The Year 10 immunisation session is scheduled for 
Wednesday 24th March, 2020. 

If parents have any questions or further information 
regarding immunisations please visit 

immune@barwonhealth.org.au 

YEAR 7 & 10  STUDENTS 
IMMUNISATION INFORMATION 

 
Immunisations  will be held at School on  

Thursday 4th March, 2021. 
  
Consent forms were given to your child during 
Orientation; could parents please return these to the 
office if you haven’t already done so, even if your child 
does not require the immunisation. 
 
Year 7 Students:  
Thursday 4th March, 2021 - 2 Injections: 

 HPV (Human Papillomavirus - First of 2 doses) 

 Boostrix - Diphtheria, Tetanus and Whooping 
Cough (Pertussis) - One single injection 

 
Year 7 Students:   
Thursday 18th November, 2021 - 1 Injection: 

 HPV (Human Papillomavirus - Second of 2 doses) 
 
If parents have any questions regarding immunisations 
please call Barwon Health Immunisation on 4215 6962 
or visit immune@barwonhealth.org.au. 

YEAR 7 IMMUNISATIONS 
THURSDAY 4TH MARCH, 2021 

 

 

The following days have been 
approved by the Oberon High School - 
School Council as student free for 
2020: 
 

 Monday 10th May  -  Staff Professional  
  Development Day 

 

 Thursday 12th August  -  Report Writing Day 
 

Please mark these dates in your diary. 

STUDENT FREE DAYS 2021 



SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS 
SCHEDULE 5A: SELF-NOMINATION FORM FOR 
PARENT MEMBER CATEGORY 
 

I wish to declare my candidacy for an elected position as a parent member on the  
 

 ____________________________________________________ School Council 
 
 
Name: ______________________________________________________________________________   
 
 
Residential address: _____________________________________________________________________  
 
 _____________________________________________________________________________________   
 
 
Contact phone (mobile or landline):  _______________________________________________________  
 
 
Email:  _______________________________________________________________________________  
 

 I am the parent/guardian of  ______________________________________ , who is/are currently 
enrolled at this school. 

 I am an employee of the Department of Education and Training but not engaged in work at and for 
the school 

(please tick relevant box above) 

 
 
I am prepared to serve as a Parent member of the above-named school council.  I hereby declare that I 
am not: 

• an undischarged bankrupt 

• of unsound mind 

• currently serving a sentence for an indictable offence; or 

• a registrable offender within the meaning of the Sex Offenders Registration Act 2004. 
 
 
Signature of Candidate:  __________________________________________ Date: _____ / ____ / 2021 
 
 
You will be notified when your nomination has been received. 
 
Personal information provided in this form is collected as part of the school council election nomination 
process. The information may be used to determine your eligibility as a candidate.  
 
Your personal information may be disclosed as a result of inspection prior to the commencement of voting 
or at any time up to one year from the declaration of the poll. 
 
Your name will be included in a list of school council candidates and nominators (where applicable) posted 
in a prominent position at the school and for candidates, on a ballot paper (where applicable). 
 
Further, the name, membership category, gender, term of office, office held (if any) of school council 
members and notification whether the member is an employee of the Department will be forwarded to the 
Department of Education and Training by the principal by 30 April each year as a record of council  
membership and may be used for statistical purposes. 
 
You can access your personal information by contacting the principal on  03 4241 8000. 
 
If you choose not to give some or all of the information requested your nomination may not be accepted.  
 
If you have any queries about the School Council nomination process, please contact the principal. 


