
Staff Changes 
 
I would like to thank the following staff members who 
have filled short term replacement positions and are 
finishing their contracts with us at the end of term: 
 

 Mr Devlin Wollstein 

 Ms Karen Owen 

 Ms Rachel Walsh 
 
We welcome back Mr Josh Baker at the start of Term 4 
after spending time away on Long Service Leave. I 
would like to thank Mr Josh McDonald for his efforts as 
Assistant Principal during Terms 2 and 3. 
 
Science-Mathematics Term 4 
 
Congratulations to Mr Jarron Cole who has been 
appointed to the Science/Mathematics position for Term 
4. 
 
Interim Reports 
 
All students/parents will be able to access the Interim 
Reports on the School Portal from Friday 17th September.   
If parents and students wish to further discuss their 
academic progress after reading these, I encourage you 
to make contact with the relevant teacher to organise an 
appropriate time to conduct an online meeting in early 
Term Four. 
 
Intentions for 2022 
 
If students are not returning to Oberon High School in 
2022, can families contact the school and speak with one 
of the Assistant Principals in regards to this.   
 
As this is the last newsletter for the term, I wish 
everyone a safe term break and hopefully we return to 
some normality with our schooling for Term 4. 
 
 

Tim McMahon 

Return to School 
 
As was detailed in my letter that was sent to the school 
community on Thursday 9th September, Year 12 students 
and Year 11 students undertaking a Unit 3-4 subject 
have returned to school for face to face teaching for the 
last 6 days of term 3.  It was great to see those students 
return to school and being taught by their teachers in the 
normal manner.  Unfortunately all other students in Years 
7-11 have continued conducting remote and flexible 
learning.  The Victorian Curriculum and Assessment 
Authority have also announced that VCE and VCAL 
students who are undertaking the General Achievement 
Test (GAT) this will take place on Tuesday 5th October.    
 
I am aware that the period of remote learning has been a 
very difficult time for all members of our school 
community and also the wider community.  However, the 
whole school community has done an amazing job with 
their ability to adapt to the situation. 
 
Staffing   
 
We have recently interviewed for and appointed to a 
number of Leading Teacher and Learning Specialist 
positions for the 2022 school year.  Congratulations to 
the following staff members who have been appointed: 
 

 Leading Teacher – ICT – James Curtis  

 Leading Teacher – STEM – Seven Vinton  

 Leading Teacher – Professional Learning – Greg Burgess  

 Leading Teacher – Pathways – Nicola Maher  

 Leading Teacher – Student Voice and Agency – Tony Zerafa  

 LeadingTeacher – Student Leadership and Enhancement – 
 Renae Barnett  

 Leading Teacher – Year 7-8 Sub-school – Priscilla Ryles-Smith  

 Leading Teacher – Year 9-10 Sub-School  – Anna Shaw  

 Leading Teacher – Year 11-12 Sub-school – Michelle Ferry  

 Learning Specialist – Numeracy – Haydn Bethune 

 Learning Specialist – Disability Inclusion – Jessica Jacobsen  

 
Congratulations to all the Oberon staff members on your 
appointments and also congratulations and welcome to 
James, Priscilla, Haydn and Jessica.  James joins us from 
Northern Bay College, Priscilla from Norwood Secondary 
College, Haydn from East Doncaster Secondary College 
and Jessica from Melton Secondary College. 
 

Wed  6th  Yr 12 German Oral Exam - 9 am - 3 pm 
 

Thurs  7th  Yrs 7 - 11 Parent/Teacher Interviews  
   - 12 Midday  - 7.30 pm 
  Yr 12 English Practice Exam - 9 am - 12.15 pm 
Tues 12th Year 7 2022 Information Session - 6 pm - Gym 
Mon 18th Last day of class for Yr 12 students 
Tues 19th Yr 12 Final Assembly 
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

SEPTEMBER 
 

Frid 17th   Last Day of Term 3 - 2.30 pm finish 
 

OCTOBER 
 

Mon 4th   Term 4 commences 
Tues 5th  General Achievement Test (GAT)  
   - 10 am - 1.15 pm - Oberon Gymnasium 

 

Term 3 12th July - 17th September 

Term 4 4th October - 17th December  
 

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 

 

Monday 20th September - Friday 1st October 
 
 

2021 SCHOOL TERMS 



 

 
 
 
 
 

Cyber Security Competitions 
 
On Friday the 10th of September three of our Yr10 boys competed in the CyberTaipan CSIRO national cyber 
security challenge – Ahmed Imran, Ethan Zerafa, and Xander Close. This was the first time that Oberon High 
School has entered into this competition, and in this first round our team placed 24th out of 91 teams. 
 
Our Oberon Team from this year has agreed to train students in this area for future competitions, so within a few 
years Oberon should have a very strong group of cyber security experts; an area of growing importance for the 
security of our nation. 
 
Youth Action Project Grant Scheme Funding 
 
Congratulations to Luka Von Aderkas McFarlane and Ethan Zerafa for being successful in their application for 
project funding to Young Change Agents for the Youth Action Project Grant. 
Luka’s project is a ‘Fire Safe House’ which automatically detects an approaching bush fire, and then cuts off gas 
and sets of a sprinkler system. 
 
Ethan’s project is a ‘Fire Alert’ system, which detects a bushfire and helps authorities accurately pinpoint and track 
the fire using Telstra mobile networks. 
 
These two boys will also have access to one of Telstra’s professional team as a mentor for their projects.  
 
Well done Luka and Ethan! 

 
Lockdown hasn’t stopped our Junior Debating team, 
who participated in an online workshop on Thursday 
26th August in preparation for the first round of the 
DAV Geelong Region Debating Competition. 
Unfortunately, just prior to the debate, the opposition 
forfeited. However, with thanks to some volunteers 
from Year 9, the junior students were still able to get 
some experience and debate the issue “That AUSLAN 
should be compulsory in all Australian Primary 
Schools”.  
 
Well done to the debaters: Olivia McMillan (Year 7), 
Christian Arnott (Year 8), Emily Brennan (Year 8), 
Emma Pape (Year 9), Maisie Ryan (Year 9) and Harper 
Bolton (Year 9), as well as the researchers, supporters 
and back up: Willow Thyer (Year 9), Mac Clayton (Year 
9), Noah Berry (Year 7), Imogen Cosgriff (Year 7), 
Danni Pearce (Year 7), and Zoe Harris (Year 7). The 
negative team (Olivia, Christian and Emily) were the 
winners by a narrow margin.  
 
We look forward to Round 2! 
 
 

JUNIOR DEBATING COMPETITION 

 
 
 
 
 
 

YEAR 8 HEALTH & PHYS ED 

Students in 8H 
have shown their 

creativity  - making 
the human 

skeleton as part of 
their Health and 
Phys Ed studies.  



 
 

LANGUAGES CORNER -  

In the classroom  Di Kelas  Im Klassenzimmer           

Pen   Pena   der Kuli                             

Pencil   Pensil   der Bleistift                        

     Folder   Map  die Mappe                          

     Eraser   Penghapus  der Radiergummi              

Whiteboard  Papan Tulis  die Tafel            

Ruler   Penggaris  das Lineal                     

Pencil case  Tas Pensil  das Federmäppchen        

Pencil box  Kotak Pensil  das Etui                            

Book  Buku  das Buch        

Exercise book  Buku tulis  das Heft                             

Scissors  Gunting  die Schere                        

Sharpener  Pengasah  der Spitzer                      

 
Are you aged between 12-17 and interested in having a platform where 
you can use your voice to represent your peers, make a difference and 
learn more about local government decision-making? We’re looking for 
12 passionate new members from across Greater Geelong to join the 
2022 Youth Council.  
 

If you are someone with great ideas and a desire to make a change in 
your community put your hand up as a 2022 Youth Council candidate!  
 

If you have any questions or require more information jump on to our 
Instagram- @geelongyouthcouncil and send us a DM. Nominations are 
open from 15 October  – 12 November 2021 so keep an eye out on our 
socials for more information about how to apply.  
 

If you would like to talk to a current Youth Council member to 
understand more about their experience get in touch with Year 9 
students - Emma Pape or Eva Gee at Oberon High School who would 
love to answer any questions you might have!  

GREATER GEELONG YOUTH COUNCIL  



 
 

An important reminder to students to please remember 
to bring your own face mask to school each day.  If your 
face mask breaks during the day, please show broken 
mask at the office and a replacement will be provided. 
Students are asked to then place damaged face masks in 
one of the many bins around the school. 

FACE MASKS - STUDENTS 

 IMPORTANT VCE EXAM INFORMATION 
AND YEAR 12 IMPORTANT DATES 

 General Achievement Test (GAT)  
 - Tues 5th October - 10 am - 1.15 pm  
 - Oberon  Gymnasium 

 Unit 3 & 4 Performance and Languages oral 
examinations.  
Monday 4 October 2021 – Sunday 31 October 2021 

 Unit 3 & 4 Written examinations 
Wednesday 27 October 2021 – Wednesday 17 November 
2021 

 Last day of Year 12 Classes - Monday 18th October 

 Year 12 Final Assembly - Tuesday 19th October 

 Year 12 Valedictory Dinner - Monday 22nd November   

 The Pier Geelong 

 

 

Year 7 Immunisations for HPV (Human Papillomavirus) 
will be held at School on  

Thursday 18th November, 2021. 
  

Consent forms for this immunisation were given to your 
child during Orientation last year; if you haven’t 
already done so, could parents please give these 
to your child to return to the office , even if your child 
does not require the immunisation.  (spare 
consent cards are available at the office) 
 

Year 7 Students:   
 

Thursday 18th November, 2021 - 1 Injection: 

 HPV (Human Papillomavirus - Second of 2 doses) 
 

Barwon Health Immunisation have also provided 
the following important information for all 
parents: 
 

There needs to be a 7 day gap between a COVID 
vaccine and any other vaccine. If a child has a COVID 
vaccine, the parent/guardian needs to ensure that this 7 
day  space is made and if it is not possible, then parents 
need to ensure that their Child (most importantly) and 
us here at Barwon health are made aware so that their 
consent card can be removed.  Following is the link to 
our booking page to give parents the ability to make an 
online appointment with the 7 day gap in mind, should 
our school visit not align with their child’s COVID vaccine 
spacing. https://www.trybooking.com/eventlist/
eventListingURL?aid=140947 or phone 42156963. 
 

If parents have any questions regarding child scheduled 
immunisations please call Barwon Health Immunisation 
on 4215 6962 or visit immune@barwonhealth.org.au. 

YEAR 7 HPV IMMUNISATIONS 

The Oberon Music Department is currently seeking 
donations of any working guitar amplifiers or keyboards 
that families may be able to donate. 
 
Your donations would be much appreciated. 

 
 

OBERON MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

 
As part of our planned and ongoing work settling into the 
new school site – we will be doing tree planting of native 
species. 
 
To help with this we need LOTS of mulch! 
 
Do you have a contact in a local landscaping/tree-
lopping /works department in COGG depot? 
 
Please let us know - contact Greg Burgess and leave a 
voicemail, or a XUNO message or an email. 
 
Any assistance greatly appreciated. 
 
Thank you. 

MULCH PLEASE 

Even when we have returned to onsite learning, 
please note that the following rules will still 
apply: 

Visitors & Parents  
are NOT to enter the school 

 

The only exceptions are: 

 Parents:  w ho have been phoned by the 
office to pick up a sick/injured child. 

 Contractors/Visitors:  w ho have been 
requested to attend to perform an essential 
service at the school  

If you require assistance:  Please phone the 
school on 4241 8000 and we will assist you with your 
enquiry.   

 

ALL APPROVED VISITORS  
Must enter through the school’s main entrance at 163 
Batten Road, register with the school’s QR code (kiosk 
also available), wear a face mask and  sanitise hands. 

VISITORS TO SCHOOL DURING THE 
CURRENT RESTRICTIONS 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.trybooking.com%2Feventlist%2FeventListingURL%3Faid%3D140947&data=04%7C01%7CDeborah.Jamieson%40education.vic.gov.au%7C4ec70826d80640761e3508d977261ec3%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.trybooking.com%2Feventlist%2FeventListingURL%3Faid%3D140947&data=04%7C01%7CDeborah.Jamieson%40education.vic.gov.au%7C4ec70826d80640761e3508d977261ec3%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%


IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER  

PLEASE MARK IN YOUR DIARY 

Please Note:  Some events/venues/dates may be subject to change sometimes at short 

notice, depending on Covid restrictions 
 

YEAR 12 

 

Tues 5th October - 10 am - 1.15 pm - Oberon Gymnasium 
Monday 4 October 2021 – Sunday 31 October 2021 

Monday 18th October 
Tuesday 19th October 
 
Wednesday 27 October 2021 – Wednesday 17 November 
 
Monday 22nd November   

Thursday 16th December 

 

 

General Achievement Test (GAT)  
Unit 3 & 4 Performance and Languages oral examinations.  
 

Last day of Year 12 Classes 

 

Year 12 Final Assembly  
 

Unit 3 & 4 Written Examinations - Students will be given their 
individual timetables 

Year 12 Valedictory Dinner  

Year 12 results released 
 

YEAR 11 
 
November 
Thursday 11th - Tuesday 16th November 
Friday 19th November, Monday 22nd & Tuesday 
23rd November  
 
 

 
 
Last day of Year 11 classes 
Year 11 Exams 
Year 11 into 12 VCE 2021 Commencement Program at 
Oberon. (Program compulsory for all 2021 Year 11 students)  
Tuesday 23rd November is the last day at school for 
Year 11 students.            

YEAR 10  
 

Friday 26th November 
Monday 29th November 
Tuesday 30th November – Thursday 2nd December 

 

 

Last day of Year 10 classes 
Year 10 Maths and English Exams 
Year 10 into 11 VCE 2021 Commencement Program at 
Oberon (Program compulsory for all 2021 Year 10 students).    
Thursday 2nd December is the last day at school for 
Year 10 students. 

ALL YEAR LEVELS 
 

Tuesday 7th December 

Thursday 9th, Friday 10th & Monday 13th December 

Tuesday 14th December 

Wednesday 15th December 

Thursday 16th December  

Friday 17th December 

 
 

 
 
 

Year 7 2022 Orientation Program 9 am - 3.25 pm 
 

End of Year Activity Program Years 7 - 9 
School Picnic 
Oberon Awards Day 
 

Staff Professional Development Day 
LAST DAY OF THE 2021 VICTORIAN SCHOOL TERM 
Parent/Teacher Interviews as required by appointment 
Program provided for those students in attendance 

 

COMMENCEMENT DATES FOR EARLY 2021 
 
Monday 24th January 
Tuesday 25th January 
Wednesday 26th January 
Friday 28th January 
 
 
 
 
Monday 31st January 
Tuesday 1st February 
 
Monday 7th February - Wednesday 9th February 
Wednesday 9th February - Friday 11th February 
Tuesday 15th February 
Tuesday 22nd February 
Monday 7th March 

 
 
School Office Open 
School Office Open 
Australia Day Public Holiday 
First day of Term 1, 2021 

 Student  Free  Day 

 School Office Open 

 Teachers return to school 
 
 

Students in Years 7, 11 & 12 commence school 
Students in Years 8, 9 & 10 commence school.  All students 
now in attendance. 
Year 7 Alexandra Camp - Group 1 
Year 7 Alexandra Camp - Group 2 
School Photo Day 
School Photo catch up session - 1.30 - 3 pm 
Oberon Swimming Carnival - Kardinia Pool 
 
 



Entries open for One Agency Surf Coast’s 2022 calendar photo. 
Competition.  One Agency Surf Coast is inviting all amateur and 
professional photographers, with a special call out to 
“grommet snappers” to be part of their 2022 calendar. 
 
Following the success of One Agency Surf Coast’s popular calendar 
photo competition of the past two years, they’re putting the call out 
again to all photographers to submit their favourite scenic shots. This 
year, One Agency is introducing a new category for photographers aged 
18 and under, with the winning image from this category appearing in 
the 2022 calendar. Youngsters will need a parent or guardian’s 
permission to enter.  
 
 

To enter, email low-resolution versions of your photo(s) along with the 
photo location(s), your name, email, phone number and age (for the 
Grom Snapper category only) to torquay@oneagency.com.au by 
Sunday 26 September 2021.  Thirteen 
images will be selected to appear in the 
One Agency Surf Coast 2022 calendar 
with photo credits to the winning 
photographers, plus social media and 
other promotion.  The calendars will be 
available for free to everyone and can 
be collected from One Agency’s office 
later in the year.  
 
More information, including competition 
criteria, can be found online at 
oneagencysurfcoast.com.au. 

One Agency Surf Coast’s 2022 
Calendar Photo Competition 

 

Dear parents, your young person may like something to 
do during the school holidays, and enter the StreetShot 
Arts Competition! Entering can be as simple as snapping 
a pic on their phone, writing a small caption and sending 
it in. 
 

StreetShot Arts Competition – Holiday Break Special!  
Date for entries is extended to Friday 8 October. 
 

Would you like the chance to enter the StreetShot Arts 
Competition and be in the running to win a prize?
Individual entries can win up to $350 and group entries 
can win up to $1000!  
 

You can simply tag us or message us with a photo or 
video, & add a short message for other young people 
about combating viral hepatitis. You can also submit your 
entry using the form on our website. 
https://liverwell.org.au/services/community-programs/
streetshot/ 
 

You can read about viral hepatitis and liver health on our 
website and then enter the competition (you can also call 
us on our Liverline / Infoline 1800 703 003). We’re 
always happy to help! 

    StreetShots Arts Competition 

mailto:torquay@oneagency.com.au
http://www.oneagencysurfcoast.com.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fliverwell.org.au%2Fservices%2Fcommunity-programs%2Fstreetshot%2F&data=04%7C01%7Coberon.hs%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cd8b6f9ef665c4f5a133808d978eaed96%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fliverwell.org.au%2Fservices%2Fcommunity-programs%2Fstreetshot%2F&data=04%7C01%7Coberon.hs%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cd8b6f9ef665c4f5a133808d978eaed96%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C


COVID VACCINE INFORMATION FROM BARWON HEALTH IMMUNISATION SERVICE 


