Absence Hotline - 03 4241 8088
OCTOBER
Wed 27th - Wed 17th Nov - Yr 12 W ritten Ex am s

NOVEMBER

Thurs 11th - Tues 16th Year 11 Exams
Frid 19th
Christmas Appeal - Casual Dress Day
Frid 19th, Mon 22nd & Tues 23rd
- Year 11 into Yr 12 Commencement Program
Mon 22nd
Year 12 Valedictory Dinner

Issue 17 - 29th October, 2021
Frid 26th
Last day of Year 10 classes
Mon 29th
Year 10 Maths and English Exams
Tues 30th - Thurs 2nd December - Year 10 into 11
VCE 2022 Commencement Program (Program
compulsory for all 2021 Year 10
students).

DECEMBER
Thurs 2nd

Last day of school for Year 10 students

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Year 12 Celebration Day
On Monday 18th October we farewelled our 2021 Year
12s from their formal classes and wished them all of the
best in their upcoming exams. Unfortunately, due to the
COVID19 restrictions for the second year in a row, we
were unable to follow our normal practice of farewelling
the students via a general assembly involving all
students, staff members, parents and family members.
Whilst our preference would have been to have all family
members present for the Celebration Day Assembly,
unfortunately this was not feasible given the current
guidelines.
Despite the restrictions, the Year 12s were still able to
dress up and recount their favourite memories of their
time at Oberon High School. We have made a video of
the Celebration Day including interviews with students,
which will be compiled and provided to all Year 12
student families.
I am aware that our whole school has endured a very
difficult year during 2021, however our Year 12s have
been severely impacted by the remote learning and the
pressure of completing their VCE or VCAL courses within
the timeframes set by the VCAA for the last eighteen
months. I am so proud of the group, the resilience that
they have displayed through difficult and uncertain times
and I have no doubt that they will progress to be
wonderful citizens and great contributors in our society.
We are currently awaiting Government and DET advice
regarding the Year 12s and their Graduation/Valedictory
Ceremony which, if possible, will be held on Monday
22nd November.
As I receive more information
regarding this, I will be updating our students and their
families.
VCE Exams
Students across the state began their VCE exams on
Wednesday 27th October, with the English Exam and will
conclude exams on Wednesday 17th November. We wish
all of our students undertaking VCE subjects all the best
in their upcoming exam period.
All students undertaking the upcoming VCE exams have
been provided with protocols that must be followed
around COVID, including if they test positive or are
deemed as a close contact.
Melbourne Cup
A reminder that Tuesday 2nd November - Melbourne Cup
is a normal school day. All classes w ill be
operating as usual and all school buses will operate as
normal.

Student Scholarships
Congratulations to Hannah Maher (Year 12) who has
been awarded the Melbourne University Principal
Scholarship and to Raegan Cameron (Year 10) who has
been awarded the ABCN Foundation Scholarship.
Both very deserving recipients of these scholarships to
support them with their future pathways and studies.
COVID19 Restrictions
The Victorian Government has announced the easing of
restrictions given the early achievement of the 80%
vaccination target, from 6pm Friday 29 October.
This means that all schools will be able to recommence a
range of activities, consistent with community settings
and school vaccination requirements. Therefore from
Monday 1st November schools will be able to:
 hold graduations and other Assemblies consistent
with community density limits
 travel across Victoria for camps and excursions
 resume interschool activities such as sport and
debating
 deliver the full range of curriculum programs,
including Music and Performing Arts
 conduct transition programs for Grade 6 students
transitioning to Year 7 in 2022
 have a range of visitors onsite
It is imperative that, as schools return to onsite learning,
the requirements that have been put in place to
minimise the risk of COVID-19 transmission in schools
are strictly followed, with a focus on the three Vs of
Vaccination, Ventilation and Vital COVIDSafe steps.
These include:
 ensuring any workers and visitors onsite meet the
current vaccination requirements taking all steps
possible to maximise external air flow and good
ventilation
 following the COVIDSafe steps of:
 wearing face masks inside
 mixing of student cohorts
 maintaining physical distancing between staff
and, where possible, students
 maintaining
practices.

strong

hygiene
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cleaning
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Principal’s Report cont’d...
School Captains 2022
The process for electing the 2022 School Captains
began on Thursday 28th October with students,
speaking to their year level via the Teams video
conferencing, outlining why they should be elected.
The next stage of the selection process is that all of the
prospective school captains will be interviewed by a
panel. Following this the Year 11 students and teachers
will vote.
The School Captains will be announced once the
process has been finalised.
Tim McMahon

THE CLASS OF 2021
CELEBRATION DAY
Grey skies didn’t dampen the spirits of our graduating
class as they celebrated their last morning at school!
The morning activities featured an assortment of
superheroes and hippies, Marios and monks as well as
devilish angels.
Mentos and spoon races, Connect 4 and a delicious
breakfast outdoors before the Year 12s conducted their
final gathering together.
Taj McDonald and Co presented the Year 12 Awards to
some worthy candidates and Summer McKinnon’s video
of Year 12s moments through Oberon will serve as a
wonderful reminder of interesting times for this Year
level.

Thanks to Ms Knight for her Kahoot and Mr McMahon, Miss Kelly and Bu Maher for their words of advice.
The Year 12s created a mural for the Class of 2021 which will start a tradition at our new setting for future Year 12s
to continue.
We wish the Class of 2021 all the best with their upcoming exams and new job starts and look forward to their
Valedictory Dinner on Monday 22nd November.

CHESS SUCCESS IN STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS
Our chess team competed in three online tournaments across the year and qualified to compete in the State
Championships. Whilst our school community enjoyed the sunshine on the mid-week Geelong Cup holiday (20
October), ten Oberon students demonstrated their commitment by participating in the Open Secondary State Finals.
In this tournament, the 151 participants played nine ‘blitz’ matches and had limited time to contemplate their next
move. This fast-paced competition required great concentration; everyone endeavoured to do their best and there
were some intense matches against quality opponents.
Twenty schools were represented (from winning the various regional tournaments) and for one brief moment
Oberon were in second place on the continually shifting ‘live ladder’. Our final position was sixth place, equalling our
2020 effort, which is a tremendous achievement. The team have successfully qualified for the National
championships to be held in late November.
Riley Jordan was our best player this time
around, finishing in twelfth place, and deserves
additional praise for being awarded the most
improved player of the tournament (increasing
his Tornelo ranking by 100 points). A great
effort, Riley.
Representing Oberon in the state championships
were: Ruchir Bhatt, Kai Bowie, Navneet Jaswal,
Riley Jordan, Daniel Locke, Joshua Palmer,
Danni Pearce, Gautum Shrivastava, Sid
Shrivastava and Ace Ritchie.
Ruchir and Navneet did well to finish in the top
thirty positions. Congratulations to all players
for their efforts (and sacrifices!) and we wish
them well at the national tournament.
Louise Monotti

GRAPHIC CALCULATOR ORDERS

OFFICIAL OBERON UNIFORM SUPPLIER
Uniforms can be purchased in store or can be
purchased online through PSW’s website (see

below)

164 Malop Street, Geelong
(just East of Officeworks)
Ph: 5224 2229
Email: geelong@psw.com.au
Website: www.psw.com.au

Supplier:

See more information on uniforms on Page 5

LANGUAGES NEWS

Year 7 German classes receive their L- Plate
Certificates for learning German.
Finally the Year 7 German classes are able to
receive these great certificates which confirm
how much they have learned in a very short
space of time.
Classes were due to receive these prior to
several lockdowns.

7A students with their L-Plates

LANGUAGES CORNER
We often don’t realise how big Australia is in comparison to other countries!

FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR BOOKS
& UNIFORMS FOR 2022
A reminder that in 2022 all of our students will be
wearing the new school uniform, which has now been
available for three years. There will continue to be the
full range of options available to all students from our
uniform supplier: PSW uniforms - 164 Malop Street,
Geelong (near Officeworks). Phone (03) 9768 0383
Second hand uniform options are available from
Geelong Secondhand School Supplies – 9 Star Street,
Geelong. Phone (03) 5229 7766

Oberon
Book /
Oberon
Uniform

High School no longer has a Second Hand
Uniform Shop or sales. We encourage all
families to sell their Text Books, Novels and
on consignment through:

SECONDHAND SCHOOL SUPPLIES
9 Star Street, Geelong 3220
Ph: 52 297 766
E: info@secondhandschoolsupplies.com.au
W: www.secondhandschoolsupplies.com.au
Oberon families will also be able to purchase second
hand copies of textbooks & novels for 2022 at
Secondhand School Supplies. Just tak e in your
child’s booklist and they will help you out.

Sam Mackenzie
Student Wellbeing Coordinator

PSW - OBERON’S OFFICIAL UNIFORM SUPPLIER
BACK TO SCHOOL 2022 INFORMATION

AN IMPORTANT NOTICE TO ALL
PARENTS AND OTHER VISITORS
TO THE SCHOOL
- COVID SAFETY MEASURES

AN IMPORTANT HEALTH REMINDER
FOR PARENTS
THUNDERSTORM ASTHMA
Grass pollen season occurs between October and
December. Parents are reminded of an increased risk of
seasonal asthma, hay fever and epidemic thunderstorm
asthma during this time.
Epidemic thunderstorm asthma events are triggered by
an uncommon combination of high grass pollen levels
and a certain type of thunderstorm, resulting in large
numbers of people developing asthma symptoms over a
short period of time.
People with a history of asthma, undiagnosed asthma or
hay fever are at an increased risk of epidemic
thunderstorm asthma during this time. Having both hay
fever and asthma that are poorly managed increases the
risk further.
More than ever before, this year it’s important for
students manage any hay fever or asthma symptoms, as
these conditions can produce symptoms that are similar
to coronavirus (Covid-19) such as runny nose, cough or
shortness of breath.

All Visitors & Parents
who enter the school
must enter via the School’s official
entrance at 163 Batten Road Armstrong
Creek and upon entry:







Register with the School’s
QR code (a kiosk is available
at reception)
Show proof of current
COVID Vaccine Status to
school office staff
Wear a face mask
Sanitise hands

Parents of students with asthma are asked to provide an
updated asthma management plan, and asthma/hay
fever medication to the school as soon as possible in
addition to ensuring that your son or daughter carry
asthma medication with them at all times.

These measures are in place to ensure
the health and safety of all of our
students and staff.

STUDENT ABSENCES
AN IMPORTANT NOTICE

FACE MASKS - STUDENTS

STUDENT ABSENCES
A reminder to all parents of the importance of phoning in
absences early on the day of your child’s absence. For
your convenience you can leave a message on our
absence hotline number - 4241 8088. Please leave your
child’s name, Year level and reason for absence.

LATE PASSES
If your child arrives late to school they must first report
to the Office with a note signed by a Parent or Guardian
or inform the Office staff or Assistant Principal, on arrival,
that their parent has phoned to let the school know that
they will be late. The Office staff member will check the
absence records and then issue a late pass. Absences
will be entered as unapproved until a phone call is
received or a note provided explaining the
absence.

EARLY LEAVE PASSES
If your child needs to leave school for an appointment
during the day they must have a note signed by a
Parent or Guardian or a Parent or Guardian must
have contacted the school providing permission
for the student to leave early. The student w ill
then present the note to their teacher who will allow
them to leave class. Students must then report to the
Administration Office with their note or state that a
parent has phoned, before leaving the school.
If you require to take your child out of school for an
‘unplanned’ appointment, please phone the school on
4241 8000 as early as possible to advise that your
child needs to leave school early. That way the staff can
ensure that your child can meet you outside the school at
the time you need to collect them.

Thank you for your assistance

An important reminder to students to please remember
to bring your own face mask to school each day. If
your face mask breaks during the day, please show broken mask at the office and a replacement will be provided. Students are asked to then place damaged face
masks in one of the many bins around the school.

IMPORTANT REMINDER
FOR BUS TRAVELLERS
A reminder from McHarrys Buslines, that ALL
passengers, including students, on public transport,
school and charter services are required under the
Victorian Health Directions, to wear a mask when
travelling unless they have a legal excemption or are
under the age of 12. This requirement helps keep both
drivers and passengers safe.

LOST PROPERTY
Parents please note that there is an extremely large
amount of lost property awaiting collection at the
General Office. Many of these items are uniforms that
are un-named.
Lesa in the office regularly sends teams messages to
students whose lost items are named, asking them to
collect from the Office. Could parents please ensure
that all uniforms and other belongings are clearly
named.
If your child has lost any belongings please ask them to
check at the student end of the General Office.
Uniform items that have not been claimed after a long
period of time will be donated to students in need.

IMPORTANT VCE EXAM
INFORMATION
AND YEAR 12 IMPORTANT DATES


Unit 3 & 4 Written examinations
Wednesday 27 October 2021 – Wednesday 17
November 2021 at Oberon High School

 Year 12 Valedictory Dinner - Monday 22nd
November

 Year 12 Results - Thursday 16th December

ATHLETICS CHILWELL
Are you interested in Athletics?
Athletics Chilwell is inviting athletes to
join their club for the upcoming 202122 Track & Field Season scheduled to
commence on Saturday 13th
November, at Landy Field.
Athletes of all ages and abilities
welcome.
Contact Mary for further details
athletics.chilwell@gmail.com

YEAR 7 HPV IMMUNISATIONS
Year 7 Immunisations for HPV (Human Papillomavirus)
will be held at School on
Thursday 18th November, 2021.
Consent forms for this immunisation were given to your
child during Orientation last year; if you haven’t
already done so, could parents please give these
to your child to return to the office , even if your child
does not require the immunisation.
(spare
consent cards are available at the office)
Year 7 Students:
Thursday 18th November, 2021 - 1 Injection:

HPV (Human Papillomavirus - Second of 2 doses)
Barwon Health Immunisation have also provided
the following important information for all
parents:
There needs to be a 7 day gap between a COVID
vaccine and any other vaccine. If a child has a COVID
vaccine, the Parent/Guardian needs to ensure that this 7
day space is made and if it is not possible, then parents
need to ensure that their Child (most importantly) and
us here at Barwon health are made aware so that their
consent card can be removed. Following is the link to
our booking page to give parents the ability to make an
online appointment with the 7 day gap in mind, should
our school visit not align with their child’s COVID
vaccine spacing. https://www.trybooking.com/eventlist/
eventListingURL?aid=140947 or phone 42156963.
If parents have any questions regarding child scheduled
immunisations please call Barwon Health Immunisation
on 4215 6962 or visit immune@barwonhealth.org.au.

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
PLEASE MARK IN YOUR DIARY

Please Note: Some events/venues/dates may be subject to change sometimes at
short notice, depending on Covid restrictions
YEAR 12
 Unit 3 & 4 Written Examinations - Students will be given their individual timetables
Monday 22nd November
 Year 12 Valedictory Dinner
Thursday 16th December
 Year 12 results released

YEAR 11

YEAR 10

Thursday 11th - Tuesday 16th November
 Year 11 Exams

Friday 26th November
 Last day of Year 10 classes

Friday 19th November, Monday 22nd & Tuesday
23rd November
 Year 11 into 12 VCE 2021 Commencement
Program at Oberon.

Monday 29th November
 Year 10 Maths and English Exams

(Program is compulsory for all 2021 Year 11
students)

Tuesday 23rd November


last day at school for Year 11 students.

Tuesday 30th November – Thursday 2nd
December
 Year 10 into 11 VCE 2021 Commencement
Program at Oberon

(Program compulsory for all 2021 Year 10
students).

Thursday 2nd December

is the last day at school for Year 10 students.

ALL YEAR LEVELS
Tuesday 7th December
 Year 7 2022 Orientation Program 9 am - 3.25 pm

COMMENCEMENT DATES FOR EARLY 2022

Monday 24th January
 School Administration Office Opens
Wednesday 26th January
Thursday 9th, Friday 10th & Monday 13th
 Australia Day Public Holiday
December
Friday
28th January
 End of Year Program Years 7 - 9
 First day of Term 1, 2022 - Student Free Day
Thursday 16th December
 Teachers return to school
 Staff Professional Development Day
Monday 31st January
 Students in Years 7, 11 & 12 commence school
Friday 17th December
Tuesday 1st February
 LAST DAY OF THE 2021 VICTORIAN SCHOOL
 Students in Years 8, 9 & 10 commence school.
TERM
All students now in attendance.
Parent/Teacher Interviews as required by
Monday 7th February - Wednesday 9th February
appointment
Program provided for those students in
 Year 7 Alexandra Camp - Group 1
attendance
Wednesday 9th February - Friday 11th February
 Year 7 Alexandra Camp - Group 2
Wednesday 16th February
 School Photos
Tuesday 22nd February
 Oberon Swimming Carnival - Kardinia Pool
Monday 28th February

School Photo Catch Up - 1.30 - 3 pm
Mon 7th March

Year 7 Immunisation
Mon 21st March

Oberon Athletics Carnival

