
We should always be looking for improvement and this 
can only occur through feedback and self-reflection.   

School Council 

The final School Council meeting for the year was held 
on Wednesday 8th December.  I wish to take this 
opportunity to thank all Council members for giving up 
their time during the year to attend Council meetings 
and contribute to our school community. Your 
contribution to the life of the school this year has been 
very much appreciated. 

Department of Education Scholarship 
opportunities 
Scholarships are available for Year 4-11 students, Year 
12 students planning to undertake tertiary studies in 
2022 and Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander 
students planning on completing Years 11 and 12.  

Year 4-12 Student Scholarships 

The Department of Education and Training manages a 
number of scholarships which are available to students 
who are currently enrolled in Years 4-12.  

Applicants for these scholarships are evaluated on their: 

 participation in school activities 

 community involvement 

 academic record for the current year. 

Scholarships are either one-off payments or for the 
duration of the student’s course/study annually. 

Applications for these scholarships, number of which 
have specific eligibility criteria, will open on 1 October 
2021 and close on 28 February 2022. 

For more information and a list of available scholarships 
visit the 2021 Student Scholarships for Years 4-12 
Factsheet.  

How to Apply 

For information on how to apply visit the student 
scholarships web page. 

Activities Week 

The school activities week program for students 
continues until Wednesday 15th December.  Students 
will be supervised at school on Thursday 16th and Friday 
17th December if they are in attendance at school.   

For any students in attendance onsite on the last day of 
term (Friday 17th December), the school day will finish 
at 1.00pm.  School buses have been notified of this 
finish time. 

Intentions 2022 

If you are aware that your son/daughter isn’t returning 
to Oberon in 2022, can you inform the school.  We are 
currently planning for 2022 and confirmation of 
students in all year levels is an important part of this 
process.  Cont’d…..pg2 

Awards Day 

Unfortunately, given the uncertainty associated with 
COVID19 and restrictions, we were unable to run our 
Awards Day this year at Costa Hall.  However, we 
believe it is still important to recognise the students for 
their achievements over the year including the 
presentation of awards that would normally have 
occurred at the Awards Day.  Therefore we have been 
running Year Level Assemblies to cater for this purpose. 

Attached with the newsletter is a list of the award 
winners.  We will send out a further communication 
later next week to highlight our VCE and VCAL high 
achievers. 

Congratulations to all of the award winners. 

School Bussing 2022 

Details regarding the bussing arrangements for students 
and also the process to follow regarding being allocated 
a student travel pass for eligible students was 
previously communicated in my letter sent to the school 
community on Friday 11th November.  I encourage 
parents to refer to this letter. The school will be 
distributing further information regarding this in the 
new year.   

The timetable for the busses for the 2022 school year 
are available on the McHarry’s website via the following 
link https://mcharrys.com.au/school-bus/ 

If you have any queries regarding this, I encourage you 
to contact Lesa Allison in the General Office to discuss.  

VCE Results 
Students will receive their VCE results on Thursday 16th 
December.  VCE and VCAL certificates can be collected 
from school from Thursday 16th December at 2 pm until 
Friday 17th December at 1 pm. 

Our Careers Team will be available onsite at the new 
school to discuss and help with changes of preferences 
for Tertiary study on both Thursday 16th (all day) and 
Friday 17th December (up until 11.30 am). 

Grade 6 to Year 7 Transition 

It was great to have the Grade 6 students, who will be 
joining us in 2022 as Year 7s, at the school on Tuesday 
7th December as part of the transition program.  Thank 
you to Ms Renae Barnett who organised the program 
and to our Year 9 buddy students who helped out 
during the day.   

Reports 

The End of Semester Reports will be available on the 
portal on Wednesday 15th December at 4pm.  In line 
with the Department of Education advice, these reports 
will be slightly modified as they were last year to reflect 
the time in remote learning.  However I still encourage 
students and parents to read these reports and reflect 
on the comments made by the teachers.   
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

DECEMBER 2021 
 

Mon 13th  -  End of Year Activities Yrs 7-9 
Tues 14th  -  End of Year Activities Yrs 7-9 
Wed 15th   -  Students in attendance will be supervised 

Thurs 16th  -  VCE Results released 
   -  Staff Professional Development Day 
   -  Students in attendance will be supervised 
Frid 17th   -  Last Day of the Victorian School Term 
      Students in attendance will be supervised 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/students/support/Pages/scholarships12.aspx
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/students/support/Pages/scholarships12.aspx
https://mcharrys.com.au/school-bus/


Return to School Dates 2022 

Just to inform parents/guardians in advance that the 
2022 school year will commence with a student 
staggered start as follows: 

 Monday 24th January  

 - OFFICE OPEN  

 Friday, 28th January  
 - Teachers return to school (Student Free Day) 

 Monday, 31st January  
 – First day for all new Year 7 students, Year 11 
 and all 12 students (as well as Year 10 students 
 undertaking a Year 11 subject). 

 Tuesday 1st February  
 - First day for all other students. 

As this is the last newsletter for the 2021 school year, I 
would like to thank the school community for the 
continued support of Oberon during what has again 
been a very difficult year for so many members of our 
community due to the COVID19 pandemic.    I hope 
that everyone has a wonderful Christmas vacation 
spending time with family and friends and look forward 
to seeing everyone back for the 2022 school year.   

 

Tim McMahon 

Principal’s Report cont’d... 

Scholarships are available for Year 4-11 students, Year 
12 students planning to undertake Tertiary studies in 
2022, and Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander 
students planning on completing Years 11 and 12.  

Year 4-12 student scholarships 

The Department of Education and Training manages a 
number of scholarships which are available to students 
who are currently enrolled in Years 4-12.  

Applicants for these scholarships are evaluated on their: 

 participation in school activities 

 community involvement 

 academic record for the current year. 

Scholarships are either one-off payments or for the 
duration of the student’s course/study annually. 

Applications for these scholarships, number of which 
have specific eligibility criteria, will open on 1 October 
2021 and close on 28 February 2022. 

For more information and a list of available scholarships 
visit the 2021 Student Scholarships for Years 4-12 
Factsheet.  

For information on how to apply visit the student 
scholarships web page. 

The online Kids Unlimited National Chess 
Championships (Open Secondary) was held over two 
days (29 and 30 November) and various time zones, 
with over 160 competitors (from 26 schools) in locations 
stretching from New Zealand to Western Australia 
(covering a five-hour time difference).   

Unfortunately, as round one on day one was about to 
launch, the Education Department’s internet crashed, 
with Oberon’s connection not restored for almost three 
hours.  Relying on Ms Monotti’s mobile phone hotspot - 
positioned at a window and with only ‘one bar’ of 
reception, courtesy of the poor telecommunication 
services in Armstrong Creek - it was an anxious time as 
the tournament got underway.  Our team limped 
through the first few rounds, with some students 
missing matches or their games were interrupted due to 
the poor interconnectivity.  Regrettably, there was no 
waiting for those without internet service.  

Across two days, the Oberon students played some 
intense and close ‘blitz’ matches, with our position on 
the live ladder constantly shifting.  Recovering from the 
earlier set-backs, by tournaments end, we finished in 
13th position, equalling our previous effort - a 
tremendous achievement.   

Congratulations to the eight Oberon representatives: 
Kai Bowie, Ruchir Bhatt, Navneet Jaswal, Riley Jordan 
(Year 9), Daniel Locke, Sid Shrivastava (Year 10), 
Joshua Palmer (Year 11) and Danni Pearce (Year 7).  
Thank you to the four Year 11 boys who kindly gave up 
their holidays to participate.   

Consistent performances throughout the year from Riley 
and Ruchir resulted in the pair being our top two 
players for 2021 - well done.  The Oberon chess players 
are a wonderful, supportive group and I congratulate 
them on their commitment, along with thanking  
Mr Ciociu for his continued support and guidance too. 

Louise Monotti 

CHESS - NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION  
SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

courtesy of 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/students/support/Pages/scholarships12.aspx
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/students/support/Pages/scholarships12.aspx


On Wednesday 24
th
 November, all students who were in class took 15 

minutes out of their day, to take part in our first “tree planting” day at the new 
school site.  In fact the only plants that went into the ground on the day, were 
native grasses (Lomandras and Poas)! 

These plants were all grown from locally sourced seed stock, collected from 
nearby stands of remnant indigenous vegetation.  It is great to way to get 
students involved with the establishment of the school grounds here in 
Armstrong Creek. 

The area planted was just near the bus bays in a drainage swale. The plants 
will slow the surface flow of water during a big rain storm, so that as much of 
the water is absorbed into the ground, rather than disappearing offsite. 

Clayton and Meg who work tirelessly at Oberon in maintaining the buildings 
and grounds were a great help in preparing the soil, helping on the day and 
then collected free mulch from Barwon Heads – created from chipped trees 
that came down in the recent storms a few weeks back. The mulch will help 
the plants to get established, and increase moisture within the soil. The areas 
has now been fenced off the minimise traffic and keep the rabbits and hares 
out! 

One frog was spotted during the planting, who was safely delivered to a quiet 
corner! 

The plan is to continue this process each year, to gradually increase 
biodiversity, water conservation and habitat. 

Thanks to all who were involved. 

 

OBERON TREE PLANTING DAY 



Children who learn languages often outperform their fellow students who don’t. Beyond higher academic 
achievement, the follow-on benefits from learning a language other than English are considerable. 
 
Enhancing literacy skills 
Research has shown that language learning enhances a child’s literacy. According to research conducted into 
community languages in secondary schools, language learning increases knowledge of word and sentence 
structure. 
 
Building confidence 
The communication requirements of language learning often lead to increased self and social confidence. 
Languages encourage students to participate more actively in the classroom by asking and answering more 
questions, and can initiate new-found success for students who have struggled with English. 
 
Encouraging intercultural awareness 
Language learning significantly increases students’ awareness and understanding of other countries and cultures, 
and therefore increases the ability to deal respectfully with others. 
 
Teaching students to be thinkers 
Language learning is widely recognised as an important contributor to the development of problem solving skills that 
are beneficial across the school curriculum. 
 
Expanding job opportunities 
Young people who learn languages other than English often travel widely after graduation, and have increased 
opportunities to work in exciting overseas jobs, or for international companies in Australia. 

LANGUAGES CORNER  

 Junior German classes prepared a boot in readiness for Sankt Nikolaus' visit on December 6th. 
Many students were rewarded with some sweets and chocolates. Luckily no-one received sticks and coal 

 

LANGUAGES NEWS 



 

As a part of our end of year activities, students from Year 9 put on a fashion show using recycled Newspaper.  
 

Students took inspiration from 
Vivienne Westwood, Samurai 

and JoJo Siwa.  
 

The outfits have been 
showcased on mannequins in 

the Fibre Rooms.  
 

Special mention to Oli Van Elst 
for his multilayered outfit.  

 

YEAR 9 RECYCLED FASHION  



The Library hosted the Year 7 Reader’s Cup on Tuesday afternoon.  Students had volunteered to represent their 
house and the competition required team members to read four books of varying genres.   

On quiz day, house teams met the challenge of answering 70 multiple choice questions, along with working through 
two other literary puzzles.  The different sized teams meant shared knowledge of the books may not have been 
even, however the smaller teams battled it out to the end - well done.   

Thanks to Ms Ballard and Ms Milich for briefly 
sharing their brain power too. 

Congratulations to Cameron House who were 
victorious - the numbers were on their side!  
Members of the winning team were Milla 
Arklay, Ronak Ayob, Noah Berry, Imogen 
Cogriff and Tallulah Davidson.   

Thank you to all participants who are to be 
commended for their efforts. 

 
 

Louise Monotti  

On Wednesday prizes arrived for our students who have won awards for German during 2021. 
 
The highlight was Adrick of year 7 receiving the Latrobe University Shield from Scotch College!  Adrick placed first in 
the Year 7 State Poetry Final.  
 
Emma and Bart were also on hand to receive their awards for competing at State level.  
 
Congratulations Emma, Bart and Adrick! 
 

STUDENT AWARDS - GERMAN 

READER’S CUP 



    “As you grow older, you will discover that you have two hands — 
one for helping yourself, the other for helping others.” Audrey 

Hepburn. 
 

7A enthusiastically ran our annual Christmas Appeal, as a part of their 
Volunteering component of the Compass Award Programme.  
 
The class raised an impressive $1,271.55. Donations kindly donated by 
the Oberon staff, enabled 7A to make Christmas Hampers, which were 
raffled during a fundraising extravaganza, held at lunch time on Friday 
November 19

th
. As part of this special lunch time event, 7A also raised 

money by selling cans of drink and providing music and entertainment for 
everyone to enjoy. 
 
The money raised was spent on Christmas presents, which were donated 
to Uniting Care of Grovedale and Norlane. Families who are struggling 
with financial difficulties are able to go to the Grovedale and Norlane 
locations and select presents for their children. 
 
Uniting Care have an all-time record of over one thousand children in 
need, who would otherwise, not receive Christmas presents this year. 
This is a heart-breaking reality of how many people in 

Geelong are seriously struggling to cope financially. What a difference our school will be able to make 
in the lives of so many children this year! 
 
Thank you to our school community for supporting this year’s Christmas Appeal so generously.  
Congratulations to 7A for their amazing efforts. They deserve to feel very proud of their hard work and 
determination to make this fund-raising activity such a wonderful success. 

Julie Buso 
 

OBERON HIGH SCHOOL CHRISTMAS APPEAL 2021 



MUSIC NEWS 

We had a huge week of music recently with the school 
concert and year level assemblies all in one week.  
 
6 Oberon HS rockbands that have been honing  their 
skills with Mark Benson participated in the school 
concert. It was a hot day and it was great to hear bands 
ranging from Year 8 to Year 10 performing. Thanks to 
‘Rusty Spoons, Where’s Francis, Cage’d Spirit, Burning 
Advocates, Cultured Stone and Bug Lane for 
performing. The day was a huge success. 
 
Year 7 Year Level Assembly 
It was awesome to see three bands perform at the year 
7 assembly. We had one band play guitar and also sing 
a lovely cover of ‘Last Christmas’ with Ms Barnett. 
Macklin, Guatam and Owen also from 7B played ‘La 
Grange’ and the guitar/drum solo’s received thunderous 
applause. Noah and his backup dancers/dj’s played We 
will rock you on the drums and put on a wonderful 
display of showmanship. Thanks to all who participated 
and made the event fantastic. 

Year 8 Year Level Assembly 
Three year 8 bands played really well at the year level 
assembly. We had the ‘Slaters’ playing ‘Come together’ 
with Emily Singing. We had the Rockin ‘Rusty Spoons’ 
play a ‘Gang of Youths’ Australian classic ‘Let me down 
Easy.’ We also had Gwen and Perry playing ‘Hey there 
Delilah.’ It all sounded absolutely amazing 
 
Year 9 Year Level Assembly 
We were lucky enough to have Jalal, Daniel and the 
‘Cage’d spirit perform at the year 9 assembly. It was 
fantastic to see Jalal,  Daniel and Ashley get up and 
perform solo. It took incredible bravery and they all were 
fantastic. Congratulations to the Cage’d Spirit perform-
ing at both the concert and the year level assembly. 
They will be prepared for rockband tours in the future for 
sure. 
 
Thank you and well done to all who performed at the 
concert and year level assemblies. It was a fantastic 
and nice way to end what was a difficult year for so 
many. 



Oberon High School no longer has a Second Hand 
Book / Uniform Shop or sales.  We encourage all 
Oberon families to sell their Text Books, Novels and 
Uniform on consignment through: 
 

SECONDHAND SCHOOL SUPPLIES 

9 Star Street, Geelong  3220 

Ph: 52 297 766 

E: info@secondhandschoolsupplies.com.au 

W: www.secondhandschoolsupplies.com.au 
 
Oberon families will also be able to purchase second 
hand copies of textbooks & novels for 2022 at 
Secondhand School Supplies.  Just take in your 
child’s booklist and they will help you out.   

PSW - OBERON’S OFFICIAL UNIFORM SUPPLIER 
BACK TO SCHOOL 2022 INFORMATION 

A reminder that in 2022 all of our students will be 
wearing the new school uniform, which has now been 
available for three years. There will continue to be the 
full range of options available to all students from our 
uniform supplier:  PSW uniforms - 164 Malop Street, 
Geelong (near Officeworks).  Phone (03) 9768 0383 
 
Second hand uniform options are available from 
Geelong Secondhand School Supplies – 9 Star Street, 
Geelong. Phone (03) 5229 7766 

GRAPHIC CALCULATOR ORDERS 
ALL VCE MATHS STUDENTS NEED A CAS 

mailto:info@secondhandschoolsupplies.com.au
http://www.secondhandschoolsupplies.com.au
https://www.google.com/search?q=psw+uniforms+geelong&rlz=1C1GCEB_enAU850AU850&sxsrf=AOaemvLzz0YwYCpDXUBW8RH_1AQUj0RM8Q%3A1635116086000&ei=NeR1Ye29PMyL4-EP8sOSUA&ved=0ahUKEwitrOOLkuTzAhXMxTgGHfKhBAoQ4dUDCA4&uact=5&oq=psw+uniforms+geelong&gs_lcp=Cgdnd3Mtd2l6EAM


IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER  
PLEASE MARK IN YOUR DIARY 

YEAR 12 

Thursday 16th December 
 Year 12 results released  

COMMENCEMENT DATES FOR EARLY 2022 

Monday 24th January  
 School Administration Office Opens 

Wednesday 26th January 
 Australia Day Public Holiday 

Friday 28th January 
 First day of Term 1, 2022 - Student Free Day 
 Teachers return to school 
 School Administration Office Open 

Monday 31st January 
 Students in Years 7, 11, & 12 (& Yr 10 students 

studying a Yr 11 subject) commence school 

Tuesday 1st February 
 Students in Years 8, 9 & 10 commence school.   

All students now in attendance. 

Monday 7th February - Wednesday 9th February 
 Year 7 Alexandra Camp - Group 1 

Wednesday 9th February - Friday 11th February 
 Year 7 Alexandra Camp - Group 2 

Wednesday 16th February 
 School Photos  

Tuesday 22nd February 
 Oberon Swimming Carnival - Kardinia Pool 

Monday 28th February 
 School Photo Catch Up - 1.30 - 3 pm 

Mon 7th March 
 Year 7 Immunisation 

Mon 21st March 
 Oberon Athletics Carnival  

ALL YEAR LEVELS 
 
Monday 13th & Tuesday 14th December 

 End of Year Program Years 7 - 9 
 
Wednesday 15th December 

 Students in attendance at school will be 
supervised. 

 
Thursday 16th December  

 Staff Professional Development Day 
 Students in attendance at school will be 

supervised. 
 
Friday 17th December 

 LAST DAY OF THE 2021 VICTORIAN 
SCHOOL TERM 
Parent/Teacher Interviews as required by 
appointment 

 Students in attendance at school will be 
supervised. 

 
 

Any Year 7 & 10 students who missed their school-
based vaccinations this year while learning from home 
can still catch up before the end of the year. 

Catch up appointments available at Barwon Health 
Immunisation Service via:   

https://www.trybooking.com/eventlist/eventListingURL?
aid=140947 or contact your GP 

For more information see: 

www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/healthyliving/
immunisation-in-secondary-schools#immunisation-for-
secondary-school-students-is-important  

YEAR 10 2021  -  Meningococcal ACWY 

YEAR 7 2021   -  HPV (Human Papilomavirus)  
  - 2 doses 
  - Boostrix– Diptheria, Tetanus and 
   Whooping Cough (pertussis)  
   - 1 single injection 
 

 

BARWON HEALTH  
YEAR 7 & 10 IMMUNISATION  

REMINDER 

We now have vaccination appointments available at our 
Belmont Adolescent Clinic for people aged 12-15 years 
to receive a COVID-19 Pfizer vaccination.  Please visit 
the following website to book your appointments: 
 

https://www.barwonhealth.org.au/coronavirus/booking-a
-vaccination/vaccination-of-adolescents-aged-12-15-
years  
 

**  Please ensure you book your second  dose at 
least 3 weeks after your first  dose 
If you are unable to find a suitable appointment, please 
check back later as bookings are added regularly. 
 

Location: Adolescent COVID-19 Vaccination Clinic 
 South Barwon Civic Centre 
 1-17 Reynolds Road,  Belmont 
 

Parking: There is on-site parking available 

Cancellations: If you can’t attend your appointment, 
 please cancel by calling 4215 4444. 
 

Thank you for helping to protect our community 
by booking an appointment to receive your 
COVID-19 vaccination. 

BARWON HEALTH IMMUNISATION - 
ADOLESCENT CLINIC FOR  

12-15 YEAR OLD STUDENTS 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.betterhealth.vic.gov.au%2Fhealth%2Fhealthyliving%2Fimmunisation-in-secondary-schools%23immunisation-for-secondary-school-students-is-important&data=04%7C01%7CDeborah.Jamieson%40education.vic
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.betterhealth.vic.gov.au%2Fhealth%2Fhealthyliving%2Fimmunisation-in-secondary-schools%23immunisation-for-secondary-school-students-is-important&data=04%7C01%7CDeborah.Jamieson%40education.vic
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.betterhealth.vic.gov.au%2Fhealth%2Fhealthyliving%2Fimmunisation-in-secondary-schools%23immunisation-for-secondary-school-students-is-important&data=04%7C01%7CDeborah.Jamieson%40education.vic
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https://www.barwonhealth.org.au/coronavirus/booking-a-vaccination/vaccination-of-adolescents-aged-12-15-years


 SAVER PLUS 

The following days have been approved by the Oberon 
High School - School Council as student free for 2022: 
 

 Friday 28th January - Designated for all schools 

 Thursday 5th May - Staff Professional  
  Development Day  

 Friday 17th June - Report Writing Day 

 Monday 8th August - Staff Professional  
  Development Day 

 
 Please mark these dates in your diary. 
 
 

STUDENT FREE DAYS 2022 

Wishing all Oberon Families a 
very Merry Christmas and a 
safe and Happy New Year 


